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INTRODUCTION AND LOCATION 
In April 2017 an archaeological survey 
took place in the historical parish centre of 
Kodavere, presently in Peipsiääre munici-
pality, Jõgeva County (Fig. 1) in connection 
with the reconstruction of Aovere–Kallaste–
Omedu road and building of the light traffic 
track. During the work, some in situ burials 
(Roog et al. 2017, 3) were discovered in the 
area protected as a part of Kodavere settle-
ment site (Reg. No. 9257). Rescue excava-
tions supervised by Martin Malve followed 
in an area of ca. 30 × 4 m in from April to 
June (Malve & Juus 2018). The research was 
completed in April 2018 with metal detector 
survey of soil removed from the cemetery 
area. Commingled bone fragments displaced 
from their original location by the bulldozer were found up to ca. 115 m towards the north 
from the end of the trench. The detector survey was performed by Aleksandr Kotkin and Igor 
Tsakuhhin from history club ‘Kamerad’.

Authors have contributed to the article as follows: H. Valk – the finds, discussion, chrono-
logical framework and broader context, M. Malve – human remains, M.-A. Liblik – dental 
disease, M. Malve and T. Juus – excavation and burials; T. Jonuks – contributions regarding 
primary monitoring.

BURIALS
Human bones have been found on the cemetery site already in the past. In 2004, the owner 
of adjacent Soonetsi farm had found four skulls, which were all left in the ground. During the 
fieldwork in 2017 an area (approx. 5 × 1 m) with reburied bones and some finds from destroyed 

Fig. 1. Location of Kodavere medieval cemetery.
Jn 1. Kodavere keskaegse kalmistu asukoht.
Base map / Aluskaart: Estonian Land Board / Maa-amet; 

additions / täiendused: Heiki Valk
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graves was discovered. These commingled 
bones most likely originate from burials de-
stroyed by earlier road constructions.

During the fieldwork 76 in situ burials were 
documented, 69 of which were unearthed. 
All opened burials were single graves. Some 
skeletons were poorly preserved due to their 
location in natural loamy sand (Fig. 2). The 
burial density was quite high: several graves 
were damaged by later burials (Fig. 3).

All burials, where the position of the 
skeleton could be determined, were in a 
supine-extended position. Most of them, 63 
skeletons, were east-west aligned, heading to 
the west. Exceptionally, burials no 8 (sex un-
known, adult) and 45 (male, 40+ years) were 
oriented in the opposite direction.

Wood from the coffin had preserved only 
in case of two burials (nos 41 and 44); coffin 
nails were not found, but one nail (TÜ 2666: 
216) occurred in the commingled material. In 
addition to two certain coffin burials, three 
more can be suggested (nos 7, 9 and 22), judg-
ing by the position of the bones in the grave. 
Since most of the skeletons were very poorly 
or only partially preserved, the presence of a 
coffin remained unclear.

The position of hands¹ could be observed 
in 18 cases: they were mostly placed on the 
body. The most common position was one 
hand at a right angle across the abdomen 
and the other diagonally across the chest 
(seven burials). The following positions were 
also noted: 1) both hands diagonally across 
the chest (two burials), 2) one hand at a right 

angle across the abdomen and the other diagonally across the pelvis (two burials), 3) both 
hands at a right angle across the abdomen (two burials), and 4) both hands diagonally across 
the pelvis (two burials).

An east-west aligned stone structure with no binding agent was found crossing the trench 
ca. 20 m north from the northernmost inhumations. The structure consisted of two layers – 
smaller rocks of 25/30–45/50 cm were arranged in two lines for the foundation and large 
boulders of ca. 100 cm diameter formed the main construction (Fig. 4). As no burials were 
found north from the construction it could represent an enclosure of the cemetery.

¹ Determining the position of hands is based on schematics by H. Valk (2001, 69, fig. 53).
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Fig. 2. Subadult skeleton (burial no 3) that was poorly pre-
served in humid soil.

Jn 2. Nooruki skelett (matus 3), mis oli niiske pinnase tõt-
tu väga halvasti säilinud.

Photo / Foto: Raido Roog

Fig. 3. Child burial (no 48) damaged by burial no 47. The 
left foot of burial no 47 was removed when the de-
ceased was buried to grave no 40.

Jn 3. Matuse 47 mulda sängitamisel lõhuti lapsematust 
48. Matuse 40 sängitamisel kaevati omakorda ära 
matus 47 parem jalalaba.

Photo / Foto: Raido Roog
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HUMAN REMAINS
All 69 individual articulated skeletons were 
osteologially analysed² (Malve & Liblik 
2018), whereby also highly fragmented ones 
and those with undetermined sex and age 
were included in the statistics. None of the 
skeletons were fully excavated, all had been 
damaged by later burials or during earth-
works, or remained partially out of the exca-
vation area. Also, most of the skeletons were 
rather poorly preserved due to moistness 
and acidity of soil. The bones were in poor 
condition often with eroded and disintegrat-
ed surfaces. 

The analysed skeletons from Kodavere 
churchyard included 51 adults (73.9%) and 
18 subadults (26.1%). The small proportion 
of infant and toddler burials is most likely 
due to the poor preservation of bones; the 
proportion of child burials is usually much 
higher in medieval and early modern cem-
eteries. 20 of the adults were males (includ-
ing two possible males) and 16 were females 
(including one possible female). The ratio 
of male-to-female burials is characteristic 
of cemeteries of the period. In the case of 15 
adults it was not possible to determine the 
sex since the skeletons were highly fragmented. Most adults were between 17/18 and 50 years 
of age at the time of death. 12 327 commingled and fragmented bones, most of them (12 046) 
discovered in the pit of the reburied bones, were found during the excavation. Based on the 
number of right femora, the minimum number of individuals was 102 in the commingled 
material. Stature could be estimated only for seven men and two women from the site. Mean 
stature of men was 169.9 cm. 

As usual for medieval and early modern cemeteries, the most frequently encountered ex-
pression of pathology was osteoarthrosis of limb joints and of the spine. The pathology was 
identified in the extremities’ joints of 15 burials: ten males, two females, and three adults 
with undetermined sex. All individuals were over 40 years old. A probable case of diffuse 
idiopathic hyperostosis (DISH) was found in burial no 61 – a male aged over 50. The disease 
predominantly affects males over this age who are obese and living on a calorie-rich diet or 
can be linked to late-onset diabetes (Jankauskas 2003, 290). Schmorl’s nodes were identified 
in the case of nine individuals – six men in the age range 17–50+ years and three women of 

² The sex of the deceased was determined according to the morphological traits of pelvis and skull bones (Buikstra & Ubelaker 1994, 16–20) and 
the maximum length of the long bones (Garmus & Jankauskas 1993, 5–23) and tarsal bones (Garmus 1996, 28). The age at death of adults was de-
rived according to the changes in wearing of the teeth (Brothwell 1981, 72), pubic symphyseal face (Todd 1920; Todd 1921; Brooks & Suchey 1990) 
and wearing of the limb joints caused by ageing (Ubelaker 1989, 84–87), as well as the size and development of the bones (Schaefer et al. 2009). 
The age of subadults was determined according to the development and eruption of the teeth (Ubelaker 1989, 64), the maximum length of the 
long bones (Allmäe 1998, 183–184) and the epiphyseal fusion (Schaefer et al. 2009). The sex of the subadults was not determined because clear 
traits develop only in the final stage of puberty (Buikstra & Ubelaker 1994, 16). Significant pathologies were also specified (Ortner & Putschar 1985; 
Roberts & Manchester 2012). Stature of the adults were calculated after the length of the long bones (Trotter 1970, 71–83).

Kodavere medieval cemetery – a parish churchyard?

Fig. 4. Supposed basement of the cemetery boundary.
Jn 4. Oletatav surnuaia piirdemüüri alus.
Photo / Foto: Tõnno Jonuks
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18–35 years. Typically, they were more common in males than in females. This pathology is 
caused by stress, trauma or strain during adolescence or early adult life (Weiss 2015, 75–77). 
A young female (burial no 43) had the separation of the neural arch of a fifth lumbar vertebra, 
probably, of congenital in origin. Non-union of the acromial process (os acromiale) also has 
genetical reasons, but specific habitual activities prevent fusion (Stirland 2000, 122). Unfused 
os acromiale was found in one male (no 65) and one female (no 22) skeleton. Healed fractures 
were seen on four skeletons: three males and one female, whereby there was a healed frac-
ture of the left clavicle (burial no 50; Fig. 5). All other were well healed fractures of the shaft of 
the ribs. A male skeleton (no 61) had altogether seven healed fractures in V–XI ribs. Porosity 
in the roof of the orbits (cribra orbitalia) was documented in a subadult skeleton (no  25). 

Cribra orbitalia is not connected to a certain 
disease, but is a description of a symptom. 
There were three cases of non-specific ostei-
tis in femora, tibiae and fibulae (burials nos 
59, 63 and 66). Beside osteitis three cases of 
periostitis, all in male skeletons (burials nos 
27, 45 and 47) and involving tibiae were also 
documented. 

One burial of a 25- to 35-year-old female 
(no 9) clearly differed from the rest: on the 
left side of the skull there was a penetrat-
ing cut wound (Fig. 6). The long, straight, 
and narrow, V-shaped cut with straight edg-
es was of the same colour as the rest of the 
bone which indicates a peri-mortem injury. It 
started on the parietal above the ear, extend-
ed across the zygomatic process of the fron-
tal bone, and reached the body of the zygo-
matic bone. This kind of injury is caused by a 
thin-bladed weapon, e.g. a sword. The loca-
tion of the wound on the left side indicates a 
right-handed attacker facing the victim. Most 
sharp force injuries are found on male skel-
etons; females present with these injuries 
very rarely. Previously, two female skeletons 
with sharp force injuries were found in the 
multiple grave at Vastseliina (Malve et al. 
2018, 123). Beside sharp force trauma, the 
described pathologies are very characteristic 
of a peacetime cemetery.

Disturbed soil contained also several 
fragments of cremated bones, 600 g in total, 
mostly dark grey, but also brown and black 
grey in colour.
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Fig. 5. Healed fracture in the midshaft of a male left 
clavicle.

Jn 5. Paranenud luumurd täiskasvanud mehe vasaku 
rang luu keskosas.

Photo / Foto: Martin Malve

Fig. 6. Sharp force injury on the zygomatic process of the 
frontal bone (burial no 9).

Jn 6. Terariista lõikejäljega vasaku sarnaluu otsmikuluu-
jätke (matus 9).

Photo / Foto: Martin Malve
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Dental diseases
The burials were also studied for dental pathologies: dental calculus (Brothwell 1981, 155, 
fig. 6.14: B), dental caries, dental enamel hypoplasia (DEH; vertical and horizontal grooves, 
and pits; Guatelli-Steinberg & Lukacs 1999), periapical lesions, alveolar reduction (Brothwell 
1981, 155, fig. 6.14: A), and ante-mortem tooth loss (AMTL; Roberts & Manchester 2012, 74). 

Of the 69 unearthed in situ skeletons, 26 had teeth and/or dental sockets preserved. 
458  erupted and preserved teeth of which 49 were deciduous and 409 permanent, were 
examined. In addition, 16 teeth had been lost ante-mortem and 58 teeth lost post-mortem. 
Altogether information on 490 erupted and 50 unerupted teeth was available. In case of four 
3rd molars and two 2nd molars it was not possible to determine if the teeth had been present 
due to the fragmentary state of the alveolar bones.

20 burials (76.9%) had at least one dental pathology. The most common was dental cal-
culus (73.1%), followed by DEH (61.5%), dental caries (42.3%), periapical lesions (19.2%), al-
veolar reduction (19.2%), and AMTL (15.4%). Six burials with teeth presented without dental 
pathologies: burials nos 19, 20, 33, and 58 had only one (erupted) tooth each, and the de-
ceased in burial no 42 was 24 to 32 months old at death.

The high prevalence of dental calculus is very common in medieval and early modern 
cemeteries: 88.9% at Vastseliina cemetery (Malve et al. 2018, 125), 75.7% at Tartu St Jacob’s 
cemetery (Liblik 2017, 27). Dental caries and DEH is usually found in half of the burials (53.1% 
at Vastseliina, 50.2% at St Jacob’s and 58% at Vastseliina, 41.8% at St Jacob’s according-
ly). The comparatively low prevalence of periapical lesions (39.5% at Vastseliina, 36.3% at 
St Jacob’s), alveolar reduction (38.3% at Vastseliina, 33.9% at St Jacob’s), and AMTL (32.1% at 
Vastseliina, 31.5% at St Jacob’s) could be due to the age of the deceased as these are often age 
related dental diseases and more prevalent in older individuals (Salo 2005, 73; DeWitte 2012, 
409; Fujita et al. 2013, 3): of the 20 burials with at least one pathology 14 were younger than 
30 at the time of their death and only three were at least 40 years old.

THE FINDS
The find assemblage seems to be large enough to characterise the cemetery or, at least, the 
part damaged by construction work. Since most of the finds were gained from disturbed soil, 
the number of items from closed complexes is limited. These complexes (Table) provide, how-
ever, new information about the co-existence of different artefacts, especially in necklaces. 

Brooches are represented by 13 whole or almost whole finds and five fragments. Among 
the five penannular brooches the typologically earliest item, with rolled ends and a fully 
twisted arch (Fig. 7: 2), is characteristic for the Latgallian areas in the 11th–13th centuries (LA 
1974, 230, pl. 63: 2, 7, 9; pl. 66: 21). To the 13th century might belong also a massive brooch 
with its cast twisted arch and knob ends decorated with cross images typical for that period 
(Fig. 7: 1), although of somewhat degenerated shape. From the 13th–14th century might date 
a brooch with rolled ends and an arch of a rhomb-shaped section (Fig. 7: 4). There is also a 
brooch with rolled ends and a pseudo-twisted arch (Fig. 7: 3), maybe from the 16th century, 
and a small fragmented brooch with rolled ends (: 60) from grave no 12.

The find assemblage included 9 round flat brooches, either fully or fragmentarily pre-
served. Their earlier phase, with a narrow arch surrounded by the pin and dating mainly 
from the 13th–14th centuries has conventionally been called ‘Hanseatic brooches’. Among 
five such finds three have an inscription (Fig. 7: 5, 6, 8), including AVE MARIA. One pinless 
item (Fig. 7: 7) and a fragment (: 157) bear triangle ornamentation. Typologically close to the 
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‘Hanseatic brooches’ are similar brooches with four ‘ears’ which are represented by one item 
with the text AVE MARIA (Fig. 7: 12). A Gothic rosette-shaped brooch (Fig. 7: 10) dates from the 
late 14th or 15th century (Vaska 2017, 61).

Brooches with flat arch penetrated by the pin, Livonian derivates of the ‘Hanseatic brooch-
es’, become common since the mid-15th century. A brooch decorated with ‘the sun’ and triple 
dots (Fig. 7: 11) dates from the late 15th and 16th centuries (Valk 2001, 46, pl. XIV: 3, XVI: 8; 
Vaska 2017, 82–83, fig. 53: 3, 58: 1). Four fragments (: 6, 29, 127, 202) originate from three simple 
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Table. Closed complexes from Kodavere medieval cemetery.
Tabel. Suletud kompleksid Kodavere keskaegselt kalmistult.
Compiled by Heiki Valk

Burial 
No Beads Pendants Buttons Spiral tubes

Brooches, rings, 
bracelets Other finds Date

12 cross pendant 
with rhomb-
shaped middle 
part (: 63)

penannular 
brooch (: 60), 
spiral ring (: 61), 
bracelet (: 64)

knife (: 62),  
coin from 
1532–34 (: 65)

1530s – 
mid-16th 
century

21 624 seed beads 
(: 78) (incl. 7 
green) (: 78d)

7 buttons 
(: 77)

18 spiral tubes 
(: 79)

knife (: 80) 13th–
14th cc.

23 95 seed beads and 
15 round beads 
(: 82)

fang pendant 
(: 81), flat rhomb-
shaped pendant 
(: 83), flat round 
pendant (: 84)

13th–
14th cc.

24 buckle (: 24), 
belt ring (: 25)

25 278 seed beads 
and 9 round beads 
(: 88), 2 cowry 
shells (: 103)

4 buttons 
(: 91)

6 spiral tubes 
(: 102)

brooch with ‘ears’ 
(: 87)

13th–
14th cc.

30 438 seed beads 
(: 98), 33 round 
beads (: 99; ca. 
15 cowry shells 
(: 103)

3 buttons 
(: 100)

14 spiral tubes 2 spiral rings 
(: 94, 95), shield-
ed ring (: 96), 
bracelet (: 97)

13th–
14th cc.

38 2 bells (: 109, 
114), 2 round 
sheet pendants 
(: 111, 112), 4 
16th–17th cc. 
counting penny 
pendants (: 113, 
115, 117, 118)

button 
(: 123)

2 spiral rings with 
twisted middle 
coil (110, 119)

needle sheath 
(: 121), knife 
(: 120), D-sha-
ped iron buckle 
(: 122)

16th c.

41 breast pins (: 137, 
138)

1st half of 
13th c.

60 663 seed beads 
(:168), curved 
beads (: 166), 
round bead (: 164)

some spiral 
tubes (: 167)

bracelet (: 163) link from 
bronze chain 
(:165)

13th–
14th cc.

65 spiral tubes (15) 
(: 175)

iron buckle 
(: 176)

Block 
(: 43) 

11 round beads on 
a cord (: 43/4)

2 shield-shaped 
rings (one with 
spiral tubes) 
and a spiral ring 
(: 43/1–3)

purse with 26 
coins (: 42)

ca. 1375
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brooches, probably, local-made, judging 
by poor and negligent elaboration. A local 
imitation of fl at brooches was made of iron 
(Fig. 7: 13). 

One round bronze brooch with a narrow 
arch of round section (Fig. 7: 9), covered by 
well-preserved patina is a medieval type and 
might  date from the 13th or 14th century. 
An item of similar shape, made of iron (: 38) 
has functioned either as a brooch or a belt 
buckle.

Among the 20 fi nger rings the most com-
mon types are ten spiral and fi ve closed rings. 
From the spiral rings, seven have a twisted 
middle coil whereby two of them were at-
tached to each other (Fig. 8: 1). Such rings 
may date from the late 14th to the 17th cen-
tury (Valk 1991, 186). Six of them (Fig. 8: 1, 2 
and : 110, 119, 134, 135) bear a wave ornamen-
tation which might indicate their pre-mid-
15th century origin, but two of those were 
found from grave no 30, dating from the 16th 
century. The seventh spiral ring with a twist-
ed middle coil (: 61) is a degenerated and 
unornamented item and, probably, of later 
origin. Two spiral rings (: 203, 204), both from grave no 30, have a middle coil of convex sec-
tion (Fig. 8: 3) and one (Fig. 8: 4) was made of evenly ribbon-shaped bronze band. Such rings 
usually originate from the mid-13th until the mid-15th century (Valk 1991, 185–186). A rare 
fi nd for the medieval period is a spiral ring made of wire or round section (: 43/ 3) – a form 
characteristic of the Final Iron Age.

Kodavere medieval cemetery – a parish churchyard?

Fig. 8. Rings from Kodavere medieval cemetery.
Jn 8. Sõrmuseid Kodavere keskaegselt kalmistult.
(TÜ 2666: 106a+b, 134, 95, 94, 43/1, 43/3, 30, 204, 55, 173.)
Photo / Foto: Heiki Valk
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Fig. 7. Brooches from Kodavere cemetery. 
Jn 7. Sõled Kodavere kalmistult.
(TÜ 2666: 27, 28, 201, 59, 19, 6, 145, 177, 148, 130, 66, 87, 

191.)
Photo / Foto: Heiki Valk
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From fi ve closed rings three (Fig. 8: 8, 9 and : 31) have parallel grooves at the edges which 
indicate their origin from the mid-13th to the mid-15th centuries (Valk 1991, 189–190), and two, 
both stray fi nds, have no ornamentation (Fig. 8: 7 and : 158). One ring with open ends (: 124) 
had a thickening middle part. A fragment of a ring with broadening front part with a pseu-
do-twisted middle coil (Fig. 8: 10) must specially be noted, since it seems to bear traces of 
fi re and indicate post-conquest cremation practice. Such rings date from the mid-13th–14th 
centuries and are not known from pre-crusade contexts. There are also two rings with a semi-
broad shield (Fig. 8: 5 and : 43/2) which were found together with an assemblage of coins, 
buried around 1375 (see below), and a ring with broad shield (: 96) from the 13th or 14th cen-
turies (Valk & Laul 2014, 118).

Necklaces of diff erent composition (see Table) have been found in seven cases (burials nos 
21, 23, 25, 30, 38, 60 and a block (: 43) from a disturbed burial) whereby fi ve of them contained 
numerous seed beads. In addition, two seed beads were on the right side of burial no 55 and one 
at the toe bones of burial no 46. Most of the seed beads were yellow³ (2098 items in total), but in 
grave no 21 there were also seven green items (: 78d). Thereby, the number of yellow seed beads 
was 667 in grave no 60, 617 in grave no 21, 278 in grave no 25 and 436 in grave no 30. The neck-
laces of burials nos 23, 25 and 30, and the block without context (: 43) contained also the total 
of 68 round glass beads, in unconserved state of grey or black colour, and in grave no 60 there 
were fragments of some blue curved beads (: 166). The latter do not occur in medieval village 
cemeteries of southern Estonia, but in Novgorod they have been found from layers which were 
dendro-dated between ca. 1177 and 1382 (Lesman 1984, table 1). Cowry shells were found in two 

necklaces – two fi nds in grave no 25 and frag-
ments of ca. 10–15 items in grave no 30. The 
necklace of burial no 38 included bells, round 
sheet pendants and counting penny pen-
dants, but no beads. The reason for the lack of 
beads was probably their late origin, the 16th 
century. A fragmentarily preserved necklace 
from the block (: 43/4) contained round beads 
and bronze spiral tubes.

The pendants, mainly gained as stray 
fi nds, include 25 bronze and two fang pen-
dants. The 15 cross pendants with rhom-
bus-shaped central part (Fig. 9: 1, 2) represent 
a type common in Livonia in the late 14th and 
15th centuries (Mugurēvičs 1974, 228, 229, 
fi g. 2: 22; Valk 2001, 52, pl. XX: 11; Muižnieks 
2015, fi g. 93: 16); there are also four fl at round 
pendants of thin bronze sheet with pressed 
dots of bigger (Fig. 9: 3, 4; and : 84, 112) and 
smaller sizes (Fig. 9: 12), and two fl at rhom-
bus-shaped pendants (Fig. 9: 5). Both of these 
fi nd groups belong to the 13th–15th centuries. 
In addition, there are also fragments of three 
thin sheet pendants of unknown type. 

³ Estimations of colour are preliminary, based on unconserved fi nds.
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Fig. 9. Pendants and beads from Kodavere medieval cem-
etery. Fang pendant (7) and beads (8, 9) are from the 
same necklace (burial no 23).

Jn 9. Ripatsehteid ja helmeid Kodavere keskaegselt kal-
mistult. Kihvripats 7 ja helmed (8, 9) pärinevad ühest 
kaelakeest (matus 23).

(TÜ 2666: 16, 17, 26, 111, 25, 93, 81, 82b, 82a, 149, 205, 156, 
4, 18, 104, 41.) 

Photo / Foto: Heiki Valk
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Fang pendants (Fig. 9: 6, 7) from graves no 23 and 30 were made of pig fangs.⁴ The pres-
ence of fang pendants in medieval necklaces, even in two cases, must specially be outlined 
as pig fangs do not occur oft en as grave goods and tooth pendants in general are rare in 
Middle Age Estonian inhumations (see also Jonuks & Rannamäe 2018). All the 12 bells have 
four sheets, nine are of smaller (h=17–20 mm; fi g. 9: 10), and three of bigger size (h=27–29 mm; 
fi g. 9: 11). Among the cross pendants there are two probably 13th-century lattice crosses, a 
wholly preserved (Fig. 9: 13) and a frag-
mentary item (: 207), two small fl at crosses 
(Fig. 9:  14, 15), and a Early Modern times’ 
Orthodox cross (Fig.  9:  16). Bronze spiral 
tubes of diff erent sizes and shapes (Fig.  10: 
1–4) occurred in necklaces together with 
seed beads in fi ve graves (21, 25, 30, 60, 65) 
and their number was not large (18, 6, 14, 11 
and 15, respectively). In addition, some big-
ger items (Fig. 10: 5, 6) originate from dis-
turbed burials.

The fi nd assemblage includes ten brace-
lets or their fragments. Bracelets with nar-
row rolled ends are represented by one 
fully preserved item and three fragments 
(Fig.  11:  1–4). Such bracelets are alien for 
Estonian village cemeteries, but occur 
in Novgorodian cultural layers between 
1006–1369 AD (Lesman 1990, 44). One rib-
bon-shaped fl at bracelet of even, 11 mm 
width has straight ends (Fig. 11:  9). Found 
together with a coin from the 1530s, it is the 
latest bracelet fi nd known hitherto from 
Estonian rural cemeteries. Fragment of a ca. 
5 cm wide bracelet (Fig.  11: 8) has no exact 
parallels from Estonia. Bracelets of such 
width are common in the northern part 
of eastern Latvia (Vaska 2017, 33–45) and 
Siksälä cemetery (Valk & Laul 2014, 115–116), 
and there are recent fi nds from Urvaste (see 
Valk et al. 2018, 103–104), but their orna-
mentation is diff erent. The fi nds include 
also a cast 5 mm wide double convex brace-
let with narrowing ends (Fig. 11: 5), and two 
fragments of 4 mm wide wire bracelets of tri-
angular section, maybe from the same object 
(Fig. 11: 6). These bracelets originate, prob-
ably, from the Late Iron Age. A fragment of 
a Final Iron Age bracelet of segment-shaped 

⁴ Identifi ed by Eve Rannamäe (University of Tartu/York).
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Fig. 10. Bronze spiral tubes of copper alloy from Kodavere 
medieval cemetery.

Jn 10. Vasesulamist spiraaltorukesi Kodavere keskaegselt 
kalmistult.

(TÜ 2666: 175, 79c, 167, 90, 126, 131.)
Photo / Foto: Heiki Valk

Fig. 11. Bracelets and their fragments from Kodavere me-
dieval cemetery.

Jn 11. Käevõrud ja nende katked Kodavere keskaegselt 
kalmistult. 

(TÜ 2666: 163, 97, 74, 140, 183, 170, 206, 64, 48.) 
Photo / Foto: Heiki Valk
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section (Fig. 11: 7) has been used as a ring – 
either as a fi nger ring or a ring attached to 
the belt.

The fi nd assemblage from Kodavere in-
cludes some items typical for the fi nal stage 
of the Iron Age. To that period belong also 
some fi nds which do not occur on ordinary 
medieval village cemeteries – two breast pins 
from grave no 41, one of them cross-headed, 
the other broken (Fig. 12: 1, 2), a leather knife 
sheath covered with ornamented bronze 
sheet (Fig. 12: 3), and some fragments of oth-
er similar sheaths.

A specifi c fi nd group from Kodavere cem-
etery are hollow bronze buttons made of two 
halves and having a wire loop (Fig. 14: 1) – 
the total of 16 fi nds from graves nos 21, 25, 
30 and 38 (7, 1, 3 and 1 fi nds, respectively), 
and four stray fi nds. Such buttons occur in 
Novgorod (Sedova 1981, 155), but they are 
most rare in medieval rural cemeteries of 
Estonia. A tiny lead item (Fig. 14: 2) also be-
longs to dress adornments and the fi nds also 
include a fragment of fi nely decorated lead 
object (Fig. 13).

Among the ten buckles, eight were made 
of iron and two of copper alloy. From the lat-
ter, one represents a type from the 15th–16th 
centuries (Fig. 15: 3); the other (Fig. 15: 7) is a 
unique item and it may not originate from the 
cemetery context. Among iron buckles there 
are three D-shaped items, two big and one 
small (Fig. 15: 5, 9), a slightly oval D-shaped 
fi nd (Fig. 15: 10) and four rectangular buckles 
(Fig. 15: 1, 2, 4, 6) whereby the fi rst of the rec-
tangular buckles was in grave no 24 together 
with a small belt ring (Fig.  15:  15). In addi-
tion, four other belt rings of iron (Fig. 15: 11, 
14) and two of bronze (Fig. 15: 12, 13) were 
found. Belt accessories also include a strap 
end (: 129) and maybe some supposed mount 
fragments.

The fi nd assemblage contains eight knives 
or knife fragments (: 36, 40, 62, 69, 80, 120, 
142, 153), four of them from burial contexts. 
The knives were located in one case on the 
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Fig. 13. A lead alloy plaque or bracelet fragment from 
Kodavere medieval cemetery.

Jn 13. Pliisulamist ehisnaast või käevõrukatke Kodavere 
keskaegselt kalmistult. 

(TÜ 2666: 8.) 
Photo / Foto: Heiki Valk

Fig. 14. Small items from Kodavere medieval cemetery. 
1 – button, 2 – dress decoration item of lead alloy, 
3 – tweezers.

Jn 14. Pisiesemeid Kodavere keskaegselt kalmistult. 
1 – nööp, 2 – pliisulamist tinuline, 3 – pintsetid.

(TÜ 2666: 77c, 208, 24.)
Photo / Foto: Heiki Valk

Fig. 12. Final Iron Age artefacts from Kodavere medieval 
cemetery. 1, 2 – breast pins, 3 – leather knife sheath 
with copper alloy sheet covering.

Jn 12. Hilisrauaaja leide Kodavere keskaegselt kalmis-
tult. 1, 2 – rinnanõelad, 3 – vasesulamist pealdisega 
nahast noatupp.

(TÜ 2666: 138, 137, 23.)
Photo / Foto: Heiki Valk
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chest on arm bones, near the left  hip, and between thigh bones. A bent sewing needle made 
of iron (: 76a) was found from the left  elbow of burial no 20. The only key (Fig. 15: 17) was a 
stray fi nd. Keys do not occur in typical Estonian medieval cemeteries, but are common on 
the Votic cemeteries of Tartu bishopric (Ligi & Valk 1993, 187). Among the fi nds there are also 
tweezers made of a fi nger ring (Fig. 14: 3), a needle-sheath of bone (Fig. 15: 8), a fragment of 
13th-century ice nail (Fig. 15: 16), a thimble (: 49) which may also be of later origin and not 
belong to grave goods, and a heel iron (: 212). 

During the excavations 52 coins were found.⁵ The oldest of them, probably related not to 
the cemetery, is a fragment of a Samanid dirhem from the 10th century (: 141). A most rare 
fi nd was gained from disturbed soil. It consists of 26 coins (: 42/1–17) which originally stood in 
a ‘tower’ (Fig. 16) and were found in a block together with three rings and remains of a neck-
lace – a few beads and bronze spiral tubes (: 43). The fi nd which is the largest assemblage 
of coins from medieval cemeteries of Estonia, contained at least 14 pennies of Tartu bishop 
Johann I Vyffh  usen (1343–1373), 3 artigs of the Livonian Order, minted in Tallinn between 
ca. 1375 and 1385 (types: Haljak 2010, 77–78, nos 20–22), a Visby örtug (1340–80/90), and 

⁵ Coins were identifi ed by Mauri Kiudsoo (TLU AT).

Kodavere medieval cemetery – a parish churchyard?

Fig. 15. Artefacts from Kodavere medieval cemetery. 1–7, 9, 10 – belt buckles, 8 – needle sheath, 11–15 – belt rings, 
16 – ice nail, 17 – push key.

Jn 15. Esemeid Kodavere keskaegselt kalmistult. 1–7, 9, 10 – pandlad, 8 – nõelakoda, 11–15 – vöörõngad, 16 – jäänael, 
17 – suruluku võti.

(TÜ 2666: 85, 150, 32, 108, 122, 190, 161, 121, 75, 132, 39, 209, 5, 37, 86, 152, 54.) 
Photo / Foto: Heiki Valk
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a 14th-century penny minted in Hamburg. A 
part of the ‘tower’ with coins firmly stuck to 
each other, with pennies of Vyffhusen from 
before 1373 on its top and in its bottom, was 
preserved intact and 7 coins, all of similar 
size, could not be determined. Judging by its 
contents, the purse was buried in or around 
1375 (± 1 year).⁶

Late 14th – early 15th century coins were 
represented by a lübische of the Livonian 
Order, minted in Tallinn, s.d. (1395?–1420), 
and a Tartu bishop Dietrich Damerow type 
penny. To the 15th century belong pennies 
minted in Tallinn in the 1470s, and in Tartu 
by bishop Johannes  II Bertkow (1473–85), 
to the late 15th – early 16th century – a 
Lithuanian penny of Grand Prince Alexander 
(1492–1506). Among the 16th century coins 
from the Livonian period (until 1561) five 
items were minted by the Livonian Order in 

Tallinn (a scherf from after 1515, three pennies and a schilling from 1532–1534), and three 
coins by the bishops of Tartu – two pennies of Christian Bomhower (1515–1518) and a penny 
of Johannes V Blankenfelt (1518–1527). To the medieval period belong also two fragments 
of Gustav Vasa 4 penny coins (1521–1560), to the period of the Livonian War (1558–1583) – a 
schilling of the Dukedom of Couronia (duke Gotthard Kettler) from 1577. From five Nuremberg 
16th–17th century counting pennies, all used as pendants, four originate from one necklace 
(grave no 38). Only three coins date from the 17th century – a 1/4 öre from 1635, a 1/6 öre from 
1673, a 1 öre from 1667 and a Moscow kopeck by czar Mikhail Fyodorovich from 1614. Most of 
the coins were gained as stray finds. In addition to the four counting pennies, only a Livonian 
Order Tallinn schilling (1532–1534) is from a burial context (grave no 12).

Three assemblages deserve special noting – graves nos 12 and 38, and the block (: 43). 
Bracelet from grave no 12, found together with the coin from 1532–1534, is the first bracelet 
from the 16th century graves in Estonia. The grave shows also the presence of extremely de-
generated penannular brooches and simple forms of spiral rings with a twisted middle coil 
before the Livonian War (1558–1583) already, and the use of cross pendants with a rhomb-
shaped middle part as late as in the 16th century. Noteworthy because of the long-term use 
of out-of-date jewellery is also grave no 38 with four Nuremberg 16th–17th century counting 
pennies in the necklace. Round small sheet pendants and small bells, both represented in the 
necklace with two items, as well as the hollow button from the same context, are jewellery 
items which generally went out of use by the mid-15th century already. Most likely, the count-
ing pennies were later added to an old necklace inherited from generation to generation. The 
block (: 43) with 26 coins from around 1375 (Fig. 16), three rings and necklace remains shows 
the presence of simple, degenerated forms of shielded rings in the 1370s already, as well as 
the long-term use of spiral rings made of wire or round section – an artefact type character-
istic of the Final Iron Age.

⁶ Estimation by Mauri Kiudsoo.
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Fig. 16. Contents of a ‘tower’, initially consisting of 26 
coins from ca. 1375 from Kodavere medieval cemetery, 
probably, from a purse.

Jn 16. Algselt 26 mündist “torni” sisu (u 1375) Kodavere 
kesk aegselt kalmistult, oletatavasti kukrust.

(TÜ 2666: 42.)
Photo / Foto: Mauri Kiudsoo
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KODAVERE CEMETERY – MEDIEVAL PARISH CHURCHYARD?
Although the finds from Kodavere seemed firstly to indicate an ordinary unknown village 
cemetery, the location of the site in the historical parish centre between the 19th-century 
parsonage, located ca. 80 m south-west and the present-day parish church ca. 200–250 m 
east-south-east of it (Fig. 1), rather refers to the medieval parish churchyard. 

The presence of Kodavere parish (kerspel to Kotever) is noted in 1443 (LGU I, no 311). The 
medieval church was destroyed, probably, in the Livonian War. The Swedish land audit of 
1624/27 tells that ‘times ago there has been a nice big church with 80 peasants’ (ist vor Zeitten 
eine schoene grosse Kirche gewest, wornach 80 pauer nach gehoerett) and that there stands 
only a small chapel rebuilt on that place (Itzt stehet nur eine kleine Cappelle daselbst uffge-
bawett) (Roslavlev 1965, 7). In 1638 the church of St Michael existed again (Roslavlev 1969, 
229), being also noted around that time as a new wooden chapel (ELGR 1911, 258), but it was 
probably finally destroyed in the war between Russia and Sweden (1656–1661).

From the written data we know that a new church was built around 1671 in a new place 
and instead of that building which was, prob-
ably, burnt during the first years of the Great 
Northern War (1700–1721), a new wooden 
church was constructed before 1730 (ELGR 
1911, 258). The present stone church dates 
from 1775–1777. Judging by the historical 
maps, also its two 17th–18th-century wooden 
predecessors were located in its immediate 
vicinity, 300 m east of the parsonage and ca. 
200–250 m east of the investigated cemetery. 
The church, built around 1671 and destroyed 
in the Great Northern War, is depicted on the 
Swedish map from 1684 (Fig.  17). The loca-
tion of the 18th-century wooden church is 
shown immediately south of the present 
church on a map from 1794 as Alte Kirchen 
Stelle (Fig. 18). 

All what is known from the written data 
about the location of the medieval church 
is that the parish church was built on a new 
location around 1671. The lack of a medieval 
church site and churchyard near the present 
church is shown also by the fact that the soil 
contains no fragments of human bones even 
east, south-east and south of the sacristy. In 
case of long-term use of the churchyard the 
soil would surely have contained bone frag-
ments there.

Considering the historical road system 
(Figs 1, 17), it seems likely to find the site of 
the medieval church not from the area of the 

Kodavere medieval cemetery – a parish churchyard?

Fig. 17. Kodavere parish centre in 1684. Abstract from a 
Swedish district map.

Jn 17. Kodavere kihelkonnakeskus aastal 1684. Väljavõte 
rootsiaegsest piirkonnakaardist.

(RA, EAA.308.2.68.1)

Fig. 18. Plan of Kodavere parsonage lands in 1794.
Jn 18. Kodavere kirikumõisa maade kaart aastast 1794.
(RA, EAA 1256.1.388)
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17th–18th century churches (i.e. ca. 300 m east of the village centre), but close to the meeting 
place of old roads, near the historical parsonage. Although neither traces of a stone church 
nor any hill of debris can be observed there, this is not sufficient to deny the existence of a 
medieval timber church. An indirect hint towards it exists also in the Swedish audits: these 
sources which often present brief notes about the state of ruined stone churches (survival 
of walls, lack of roof or vaults, etc.) are silent in terms of Kodavere. However, the audit from 
1624/1627 notes the rebuilding of a small chapel ‘on the same place’ (daselbst). As building 
a chapel on the site of a medieval stone church would mean the former demolishing of the 
stone walls, but there exist no parallels to such practice from rural parish centres of Estonia 
from that time, there is enough reason to suggest that the medieval Kodavere church was a 
wooden building.⁷ 

Considering these circumstances, the excavated burial site can be regarded as the cem-
etery of a medieval wooden parish church. This interpretation seems likely also because 
there is no information about two big medieval cemeteries – the churchyard and adjacent 
non-churchyard village cemetery –   from any other rural parish centre of Estonia. Even if we 
suggest the medieval church and churchyard to have been located somewhere close to the 
present church, the excavation site is only in the distance of 200–250 m, and that is too close.

A definite argument to interpret the cemetery as a former churchyard is also the ca. 1 metre 
wide structure made of big rocks north of the burial area (Fig. 4). Most likely, it can be regard-
ed as churchyard boundary which separated the consecrated cemetery from the ordinary, 
mundane surroundings.

CHRONOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
There is enough reason to suggest that the parish church and churchyard were founded in 
Kodavere just after Christianization of the area in 1220 (HCL XXIV: 1), since the building of 
churches immediately after the conquest was a common practice in Livonia in the era of 
crusades (HCL XI: 5; XIV; X; XVI: 8; XXIX: 1). The area of Kodavere parish, a geographi-
cally clearly defined region, is probably identic with the small Final Iron Age province of 
Sobolitz/Soboliz (Est. Soopoolitse; see: Kenkmann 1933, 38–39; Tarvel 1968, 587–588). This 
province, although not named in Henry’s crusading chronicle, was mentioned in the list of 
‘lands’ after Ugaunia in 1224 (terram Ugenois, Sobolz, Waigele) and in 1229 (episcopus /---/ 
Ugenois, Sobolitz et Waigele) (LUB I, no LXI, CII). In 1224 it also was noted as an area attached 
to Ugandi (Ugenois cum Waige, Sobolitz) (LUB I, no LXIV). The Iron Age province was big 
enough to form a medieval congregation area whereby the parish preserved first also its 
name: the parish church in Sobelis (parochialem ecclesiam in Sobelis) was first mentioned 
in 1342 (Motzki 1921, 112, no 3).⁸ The minimal number of ploughlands to make a separate 
parish has been estimated to at least 200 farmsteads in the 13th century Livonia (Selart 2018, 
60–61).

Finds from the cemetery include also a lot of commingled cremated bone fragments and 
pieces of melt metal objects which indicate, probably, Late Iron Age origin of the burial site. It 
seems that a new Christian cemetery with artefacts from the late 12th or early 13th to the 16th 
century was founded on the former cremation cemetery around 1220. Two breast pins from 

⁷ A timber church in Kodavere in the 15th century has also been noted, however, without any reference to the source, in the lexicon of Estonian 
architecture (Kodres 1999, 98).
⁸ The name of the province Soboli(t)z/ Soopoolitse has even longer preserved in the former name of Alatskivi manor, called Soblitz in the mid-16th 
century (Hagemeister 1837, 123).
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grave no 41 and knife sheath(s) covered with bronze represent find groups which do not oc-
cur in ordinary medieval village cemeteries. However, such finds may anyway originate from 
the transition period, as shown by a pin find from the churchyard of Viru-Nigula (Tamla 1993, 
18–20, pl. III) and a knife sheath (AI 4978: 38) from among the early post-conquest graves 
in Lahepera cemetery in the distance of ca. 11 km. Continuity from the Iron Age cemetery 
to a Christian churchyard fits well into the broader pattern: finds referring to it are common 
in southern and eastern Estonia (Valk 2017). Probably, the reason for establishing a parish 
church in Kodavere was the location of the village between different local settlement areas, 
as well as vicinity to the coastline (Karro 2010, 191–192).

Judging by artefacts, the cemetery was in use up to the late 16th or early 17th century. It 
must be noted that coins from the second half of the 16th century are very few when com-
pared to the situation typical for medieval village cemeteries of southern Estonia – there 
their number, on the contrary, notably increases since that time (Valk 2001, 57–58). This fact 
might be a sign of a considerably decreased number of burials, caused by sudden population 
decrease since the beginning of the Livonian War. Among later finds which might have be-
longed to burials only three 17th-century coins – from 1635, 1667 and 1673 can be noted. The 
total lack of new jewellery types which came into use since the 1630s (Valk 2001, 47–48, 51) 
does not allow to interpret these coins as grave goods. Probably, they are either lost items 
or a result from popular assemblies and offerings in holiday time at the site of the perished 
Catholic sanctuary, as it was common in the 17th century (Kõpp 1959, 217–234). 

The lack of 17th century graves with inventory characteristic for the era of the Swedish 
rule fits well with transferring the church to a new location. It remains, however, difficult to 
explain the lack of graves from the 1630s to the 1660s, since the chapel mentioned in 1627 
was built on the site of the earlier church, but the church was constructed in a new place only 
around 1671. The lack of Swedish period graves might be caused by using some other part of 
the churchyard in that time or by the decrease of its dimensions. However, the consecration 
of a new cemetery apart from the church since the beginning of the Swedish rule might also 
be possible, since some new out-of-churchyard parish cemeteries were founded in Livonia in 
the second half of the 17th century. The reason for that in Kodavere may have been the high 
level of ground water, caused by the raising of water level in Lake Peipsi: the cemetery soil 
was very wet also during the excavations of 2017. The raising of water in Kodavere region is 
also shown by several Late Iron Age and medieval metal detector finds from the lake bottom 
east of Kodavere village.

THE BROADER CONTEXT AND CONCLUSIONS
Finds from Kodavere gave new information about medieval burial rites and adornment cul-
ture in the area of the former Sobolitz province: respective earlier data were limited to some 
13th century and 16th century graves from Lahepera cemetery. The number of investigated 
medieval cemeteries in the northern part of Tartu bishopric has been small as a whole, and 
archaeological information has mostly been limited to stray finds. In addition to Lahepera, 
the only excavated sites with medieval inhumations were the Votian cemeteries in Välgi and 
Kusma villages (Ligi & Valk 1993), which represent, however, migrant, non-indigenous popu-
lation. Finds from Kodavere – a large number of brooches and rings, as well as necklaces with 
bells and pendants – give evidence of great similarity with jewellery and adornment culture 
in south-eastern Estonia, being typical for medieval rural cemeteries of the region.

Kodavere medieval cemetery – a parish churchyard?
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Some specific features of the find assemblage from Kodavere are, however, untypical for 
medieval rural cemeteries of southern Estonia. They are represented by hollow bronze but-
tons which occurred in four graves and as stray finds, giving evidence both of a definite fash-
ion trend and of the availability of these dress accessories. Another specific feature is also the 
large number of yellow seed beads in the necklaces – finds of probably Novgorodian origin. 
These circumstances refer to communication with the eastern coast of Lake Peipsi in the 
13th and 14th centuries. The difference from the village cemeteries of south-eastern Estonia 
appears also in necklaces: the relatively small number of cowry shells and presence of spiral 
tubes.

The unearthed human osteological material with discovered pathologies is characteristic 
of a peacetime cemetery of the era – with the exception of a female skeleton with a deadly 
wound on the cranium. It seems highly likely that the cemetery in the historical Kodavere 
parish centre is the medieval parish churchyard, giving also a hint about the location of the 
medieval wooden parish church of that time.
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KODAVERE KESKAEGNE KALMISTU – KAS KIRIKAED JA KIHELKONNASURNUAED?
Heiki Valk, Martin Malve, Taisi Juus, Mari-Anne Liblik ja Tõnno Jonuks

2017. a kevadel avastati Jõgeva maakonna Peipsiääre 
vallas Kodavere kihelkonnakeskuses oleva asulakoha 
kaitsevööndis Aovere–Kallaste–Omedu maantee 
äärse kergliiklustee ehitamisel Kodavere asulakohana 
(reg nr 9257) kaitse alla võetud maa-alalt keskaegne 
kalmistu (jn 1). Inimluid oli sealt leitud ka varem. 
Aprillist juunini järgnesid päästekaevamised u 30 × 
4 m suurusel alal. 2018. a kevadel uuriti otsinguklubi 

Kamerad abil metallidetektoritega läbi kalmistult 
ehitus töödel kooritud muld ja kavandatud kergliiklus-
tee alale buldooseriga laiali lükatud kalmistupinnas.

Kaevamistel dokumenteeriti 76 in situ matust, mil-
lest lahti puhastati ja üles võeti 69. Leiti ka segatud 
inimluudega auk (u 5 × 1 m), kust koguti tõenäoliselt 
varasemate teetöödega lõhutud luustike hauapanu-
seid. Kõik avatud hauad olid üksikhauad. Osa luus-
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tikke oli looduslikku savisesse liivakihti sängitamise 
tõttu väga halvasti säilinud (jn 2). Matmistihedus oli 
küllaltki suur – esines ülematmisi, mis lõhkusid vara-
semaid haudu (jn 3).

Surnud olid hauda asetatud selili-siruli asendis. 
Enamik matuseid (63) oli suunatud peaga läände, 
kuid matused 8 ja 45 olid peaga idakaarde. Kirstupuitu 
saadi vaid kahe luustiku juures (nr 41, 44), kirstu-
naelu luustike juurest ei leitud. Luude hauas paikne-
mise järgi võib öelda, et kirstus oli maetud veel ehk 
kolm surnut. Käte asendit sai määrata 18 luustikul, 
enamasti olid need kehale asetatud. Kõige sagedamini 
asus üks käsi täisnurga all üle rindkere alaosa ja teine 
diagonaalselt rindkere ülaosal. 

Trassi läbis viimastest matustest 20 m põhja pool 
risti ida-läänesuunaline u 1 m laiune omavahel sidu-
mata suurtest maakividest konstruktsioon, mis oli 
enne mullatöid säilinud kahe kivikihi kõrguselt (jn 4). 
Alumise rea kivid olid väiksemad ning ulatusid loo-
duslikku moreenikihti. 

Osteoloogiliselt analüüsiti kokku 69 luustikku, 
mis kõik olid kas ülematmistega lõhutud ja/või jäid 
osaliselt kaevandi alalt välja. Täiskasvanuid oli 51 
(73,9%, 20 meest ja 16 naist, 15 sugu määramata) ja 
alaealisi 18 (26,1%). Enamik täiskasvanuid oli maetud 
vanuse vahemikus 17/18–50 aastat. Väikelaste väga 
väike osakaal tuleneb tõenäoliselt luude halvast säili-
vusest. Kehakasvu sai arvutada vaid seitsmel mehel, 
kelle keskmine pikkus oli 169,9 cm, ja kahel naisel.

Skelettidel tuvastati enim liigeste kulumist jäse-
metel ja selgrool. Haiguste jälgi leidus 15 luustiku jäse-
meliigestel – kümnel mehel ja kahel naisel ning kol-
mel määratama sooga täiskasvanul. Kõik indiviidid 
olid vanemad kui 40 aastat. Lisaks avastati skelettidel 
spondülolüüsi, Schmorli sõlmi, periostiiti, osteiiti, 
ühinemata abaluu õlanukke (os acromiale), ainevahe-
tushäiretega seotud haigusi ja ühel juhul ka Forestieri 
tõbi. Vigastusi oli neljal luustikul: kolmel mehel ja 
ühel naisel. Enamasti oli tegemist roiete paranenud 
murdudega ja ühel juhul rangluu fraktuuriga (matus 
50; jn 5). 25–35 aastase naise (matus 9) kolju vasakul 
küljel oli luid läbiv, peeneteralise relva (nt mõõga) 
surmavast löögist põhjustatud lõikejälg (jn 6). Haava 
asukoht kolju vasakul küljel viitab paremakäelisele 
ründajale, kes oli ohvriga silmast silma. Tavaliselt esi-
neb terariista vigastusi täiskasvanud meeste luustikel, 
naistel on neid väga harva.

Hammaste ja hambahaiguste kohta saadi teavet 
69 väljakaevatud matustest 26 puhul. Kõige sageda-
semad hambapatoloogiad olid hambakivi (73,1%) 
ning hammaste hüpoplaasia (61,5%). Neile järgnesid 
kaaries (42,3%), periapikaalsed tühimikud (19,2%), 
lõualuude taandumine (19,2%) ja hammaste väljalan-

gemine elu ajal (15,4%). Kuuel maetul ei leitud ühtegi 
hambapatoloogiat. Eelpool kirjeldatud haiguspilt on 
omane rahuaja kalmistutele.

Kaevamistel ja segatud pinnase detektoriuurin-
gutel saadud leiud on iseloomulikud Lõuna-Eesti 
keskaegsetele maakalmistutele. Sõlgedest leiti 5 
hoburaudsõlge (jn 7: 1–4), 9 lamedakaarelist rõngas-
sõlge (jn 7: 5–8, 11), 2 keskaegset vitssõlge (jn 7: 9, 13), 
nurksõlg (jn 7: 12) ja rosettsõlg (jn 7: 11). 20 sõrmuse 
(jn 8) seas oli 10 spiraalsõrmust (jn 8: 1–4), 5 kinnist 
ühtlast vitssõrmust (jn 8: 7–9), pseudopõiminguga sõr-
muse põlenud katke (jn 8: 10) ja pakseneva esiosaga 
sõrmus, samuti 2 poollaia kilbiga sõrmust (jn  8: 5) 
ja laiakilbiline sõrmus. Seitsmest erineva koostisega 
kaelakeest (tabel) pärineb kuus 13.–14. sajandist. Viis 
neist sisaldas arvukalt väikseid kollaseid kudrushel-
meid (jn 9: 9), kuid leidus ka rõngas helmeid (jn 9: 8) 
ja kuljuseid (jn 9: 10, 11). Üksikuid kaurikarpe oli vaid 
kahes kaela kees. Viies kees oli eri mõõtudes spiraal-
torukesi ning üks 16. sajandi kee (matus 38) koosnes 
üksnes kuljustest, ümarripatsitest ja ripatsmünti-
dest. 12 nelja lehelise kuljuse seas oli nii väikseid kui 
ka suure maid eksemplare (jn 9: 10, 11). 13. sajandist 
võiksid pärineda kaks ažuurset ristripatsit (jn 9: 14), 
samuti kaks lamedat väikest ristripatsit (jn 9: 14, 15). 
Ainus õigeusu kaelarist (jn 9: 16) kuulub  varauusaega.  

Valdavalt juhuleidudena saadud ripatsite seas 
domineerivad 15 rombilise keskosaga ristripatsit 
14. sajandi lõpust – 15. sajandist (jn 9: 1, 2), kuid 
üks neist saadi ka koos 1530. aastate mündiga. Veel 
leiti viis pronksplekist ümarripatsit (jn 9: 3, 4), kaks 
lamedat rombripatsit (jn 9: 5) ja kolm ripatsikanda. 
Kahes arvukate kudrustega kaelakees oli seakihvast 
hammas ripats (jn 9: 6, 7).

Leiukogumisse kuulus ka 10 käevõru või nende 
katket (jn 11), sh üks rullotstega võru ja 3 sellise 
tükki (jn 11: 1–4), otstest kitseneva laia võru katke 
(jn  11:  8), kaks kolmnurkse lõikega peenest traadist 
võru katket (jn 11: 7), kitsenevate otstega kitsa kaksik-
kumera lõikega võru katke (jn 11: 5) ja ühtlase laiu-
sega paeljas võru (jn 11: 9), mis leiti koos 1530. aastate 
mündiga ja on Eesti hiliseim keskaegne käevõru-
leid. Hilisrauaaegse käevõru katket on kantud kas 
vöörõnga või sõrmusena (jn 11: 6).

Kalmistust leiti ka mõned hilisrauaaja lõppu kuu-
luvad esemed – terve ja poolik rinnanõel (jn 12: 1, 2), 
pronkspealdisega nahast noatupp (jn 12: 3) ja sama-
laadse(te) katkeid, samuti pliisulamist ehisplaat või 
käevõru katke (jn 13).

Leidude seas on ka arvatavasti peamiselt kaela-
keedesse kuulunud spiraaltorukesi (jn 10), 16 õõn-
sat pronksnööpi (jn 14: 1), rõivastusest pärit tinu-
line (jn  14: 2) ja 3 väikest ümarat kannaga pliinööpi 
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(jn  14:  3). Metallist vööosad (jn 15) on esindatud 10 
erikujulise pandlaga (8 rauast, 2 vasesulamist) (jn 15: 
1–7, 9, 10), 6 vöörõngaga (jn 15: 11–14) ja rihmaotsaga.

Tööriistadest ja tarbeasjadest leiti 8 nuga ja 
noakatket, kõveraks painutatud õmblusnõel, võti 
(jn 15: 17), sõrmusest tehtud pintsetid (jn 14: 3), luust 
nõelakoda (jn 15: 8), jäänael (jn 15: 16) ja sõrmkübar.

Leitud 52 mündi seas vanim on 10. sajandi 
Araabia dirhem, mis võib ka seonduda asulakohaga. 
Märkimisväärseim leid on 26 “tornikesena” üksteise 
peal olnud Tartu, Tallinna ja Visby münti (jn 16), 
mis leiti segatud pinnase läbivaatamisel koos kolme 
sõrmuse ja kaelakee jäänustega. Nähtavasti kukrus 
olnud leid pärineb u 1375. aastast. Hilisemasse kesk-
aega kuulub 15, Liivimaa sõja aega 1 ja 17. sajandisse 4 
raha (1 Vene ja 3 Rootsi); ühes kees oli 4 16.–17. sajandi 
arvestuspenni. 

Kuigi Kodavere kalmistu leiud sarnanevad küla-
kalmistutest pärinevatega, võib oletada kalmistu 
seost keskaegse, Liivimaa sõjas hävinud puukirikuga. 
Kirjalikest allikatest on teada, et 1671. aasta paiku 
ehitati Kodavere kirik üles uude, 1684. aasta kaardi 
põhjal otsustades praegusesse asukohta (jn 17) ja et 
selle, tõenäoliselt Põhjasõjas hävinud hoone asemele 
valmis enne 1730. aastat uus puukirik. Praegune kivi-
kirik on ehitatud 1775–1777 “vanast kirikust”, arva-
tavasti oma eelkäijast vahetult põhja poole (jn 18). 
Arvestades ajaloolist teedevõrku ja pastoraadi asu-
kohta (jn 1) on tõenäoline, et keskaegne kirik paiknes 
hilisema kirikumõisa piirkonnas. Ei ole tõenäoline, 
et keskajal oleks kihelkonnasüdames asunud kaks 
eraldi suurt kalmistut. Kaevamistel leitud maakivi-
dest müüripõhi, millest põhja pool matuseid ei olnud, 
võiks pärineda kirikaia piirdest.

Võib arvata, et kihelkonnakirik ja kalmistu rajati 
vahetult pärast Soopoolitse (Sobolitz) väikemaakonna 
ristimist (1220). Kalmistult leitud rohked põlenud 
luukillud ja mõned põlenud metallesemete jäänused 
viitavad samas olnud muinasaegsele põletuskalmele. 
Kirikute rajamine muinaskalmetele oli Lõuna- ja 
Ida-Eestis tavaline praktika. Laibamatuste vanimad 
leiud – noatupp ja ristpeanõelad – pärinevad muinas-
aja lõpust ja viitavad laibamatustega kalmistu rajami-
sele muinas- ja keskaja piirimaadel.

Leidude põhjal maeti kalmistule 16. sajandi lõpu 
või 17. sajandi alguseni. Liivimaa sõja aegsete müntide 
vähesus võib viidata sellele, et juba sõja alguses oli 
rahvaarv väga oluliselt vähenenud. Kuna kalmistult 
ei saadud rootsiaegseid ehteleide, on Rootsi müntide 
seos matustega vähetõenäoline – need võivad seon-
duda ka ohverdamisega vana puukiriku asukoha 
läheduses või olla lihtsalt kaotatud. Selgusetuks jääb, 
miks puuduvad kalmistul Rootsi aja algupoole matu-
sed. Põhjuseks võib olla rahvaarvu vähenemine, mat-
mise koondumine vana surnuaia mõnda kitsamasse 
piirkonda või ka uue kihelkonnakalmistu rajamine 
mujale nt kõrge pinnavee taseme tõttu keskaegsel 
surnuaial.

Kodavere keskaegsed kalmistuleiud näitavad, 
et Soopoolitse maakonna ala oli keskajal vähemasti 
ehete põhjal osa Lõuna-Eesti kultuuriruumist. Siiski 
ilmnevad mõned kohalikud eripärad – kaurikarpide 
vähesus ning spiraaltorukeste ja kollaste kudrushel-
meste rohkus kaelakeedes, samuti õõnsate metallnöö-
pide rohkus. Kaks viimast asjaolu tulenevad ilmselt 
sidemetest Peipsi-taguste aladega. Luuleiud ja avas-
tatud patoloogiad on iseloomulikud keskaegsetele 
maakalmistutele.


