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INTRODUCTION

In 2013 several prehistoric coin finds were discovered in Estonia, considerably ad-
vancing our knowledge of Viking and Late Viking Age currency (germ. Gewichtsgeld-
wirtschaft) here on the eastern shore of the Baltic Sea. Notable information was also
obtained about the Roman Iron Age. It was also possible to specify, on the basis of the
dating of coin finds, the earliest dates of the manufacture and/or use of some ornament
and artefact types spread in the archaeological material of Estonia. The prehistoric
coin finds discovered last year can be divided into several subtypes.

HOARDS
Among the approximately dozen hoards handed over to the National Heritage Board
in 2013 five different hoards belonged to the 11th century: the hoard of Laiuse, Koue,
Puru III, Méetaguse II and Ankiila. Since the archaeological investigations of the find
spots of the two last-mentioned hoards, related to the large iron-production regions in
North-East Estonia and northern Tartumaa have not been finished yet, and the silver
hoard of exceptional composition, found from Kéue, southern Harjumaa, is discussed
separately in another paper (see Tamla & Kiudsoo, this volume), I will focus here on
the hoards of Laiuse and Puru III.

In May 2013 a late Viking Age sacrificial deposit! (¢pg 1088; Fig. 1), singular
in the Estonian context, was discovered in Central Estonia near Laiuse (Jogevamaa
county). The find site had already previously attracted attention due to fragments of
horse bones found there after ploughing. Archaeological investigation brought to light
various finds of the Late Iron Age (ca. 800-1200/1250) (bracelets and neck rings, de-
tails of chain arrangement (Fig. 2)2, etc.) from an area more than 500 m long, including
a coin hoard consisting of at least 21 coins and parts of scales. The finds were located
in the peripheral part of one-time fen, the upper layer of which had mineralized be-
cause of drainage and ploughing. The excavation of the hoard revealed that the core
of the coin find, located on a quite compact plot (about 3 X 3 m) had been disturbed by
ploughing. This was also confirmed by single coins found at some distance from the
original location of the hoard, as well as their varying depth. While the find situation
of the loose coins was clearly related to the upper part of the topsoil, the finds marking
the location of the core of the hoard came to light at a depth of 30—50 cm in the peat or
upon the natural alluvial subsoil. The find situation of other objects discovered in the

1AL 7243.
2 Al 7244.
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Fig. 1. Late Viking Age sacrificial deposit from Laiuse, Central Estonia.
Jn 1. Hilisviikingiaegne ohvriaare Kesk-Eestist Laiuselt.
(AI 7243.)

Photo / Foto: Mauri Kiudsoo

ety

Fig. 2.  Some ornaments found from Laiuse
sacrificial place.

Jn 2. Mbéningaid Laiuse ohvrikohast leitud ehteid.

(AI 7244.)

Photo / Foto: Mauri Kiudsoo
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discussed area was about the same. Con-
sidering the whole find context, it seems
likely that the small hoard as well as oth-
er finds had been cast in the fen as votive
offerings (Kiudsoo 2013a).

The coins can be divided in two
clearly distinct parcels. All the Islamic
and Byzantine coins, six in total, are pro-
vided with a silver loop, ring or rivet or
are pierced, and have obviously formed
part of a necklace. They were connected
to each other from both opposite edges
by small Scandinavian-type rings from
silver wire with twisted ends. Three
eastern coins connected in the same way
have been discovered in another Estonian
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hoard from Vao. Silver loops and rivets are also most probably of Scandinavian origin,
whereas in Estonia they usually were manufactured in copper. None of the other coins,
all of them western deniers from the 11th century, has a suspension loop, a rivet etc.
Just one Scandinavian imitation has been pierced by knife. Instead, they are heavily
bent, which proves that their silver quality has been tested several times. The general
composition of the find corresponds to that of Estonian hoards from the late 11th cen-
tury. Leaving aside the first parcel of coins, which consists of a broken necklace from
around the end of the first millennium, most of the coins (9 ex.) are German, and just
one — English. The high percentage of Aethelraed-imitations from Scandinavia (4 ex.)
1s remarkable, indeed, but it may be accidental and conditioned due to the small num-
ber of coins in the find (Kiudsoo & Leimus 2014, 28-31).

Right in the middle of the 11th century the trade of the Baltic Finns reached its
prime, which presents itself also in the large number of silver hoards found in Esto-
nia (Kiudsoo & Kallis 2008, 178-179). At the beginning of the Latest Iron Age, i.e. in
the middle of the 11th century hoards first appear also in the eastern part of Central
Estonia (including the neighbourhood of Laiuse), which was somewhat different in
landscape and besides Vaiga also included the small ancient counties of Sobolitze
and Jogentagana (Kiudsoo & Leimus 2014, 33). The location of the small counties /
parishes of Central Estonia, which did not allow them to partake in the far trade
crossing Estonia and the neighbouring areas, has been regarded as one of the reasons
why they were not united (Kriiska & Tvauri 2002, 213). The distribution of hoards of
the Latest Iron Age since the mid-11th century does not confirm that the unsuitable
location of Central Estonia restricted foreign contacts and participation in far trade —
quite the contrary. At the present stage of investigations we can already speak about
at least ten hoards from the second half of the 11th century (see Kiudsoo & Leimus
2014, 33, fig. 1).

The distribution and composition of prehistoric silver hoards found in Estonia
and the neighbouring countries suggest that an important far-trade route has run
right along the Narva River, Lake Peipsi and Pihkva and the Velikaya River, hav-
ing possessed during some periods even a greater significance than other branches of
Austrvegr, which have been repeatedly mentioned in specialized literature (Kiudsoo
2013b, 81; Kiudsoo 2014, 1-13). Although the possible harbour sites along the shore
of Lake Peipsi have not been archaeologically investigated until now, the existence of
such site has been presumed in Saaritsa (Karro 2010, 20), which is located, so to say,
at a right distance from the find spots of the Late Viking Age hoards of Jogevamaa
(Kiudsoo & Leimus 2014, 30).

The third hoard?® discovered in the Puru village, former Johvi parish, eastern
Virumaa (tpq 1068) is notable because of its coin composition as well as the receptacle
used for depositing. Consisting mostly of Frisian coins (Fig. 3) the find confirms the
earlier presented hypothesis that the mercantile invasion of the Frisians, which head-
ed to Northwest Russia from the 1060s to the 1080s mostly concerned the coastal areas
of North Estonia (see Leimus & Molvogin 2000, 42—43, 55, Abb. 2). Since already in
2012 a bronze bowl (the so-called Hanseatic bowl) found there was handed over to the
National Heritage Board (Ots & Rammo 2013, fig. 5) together with some 11th-century
coins, it seems likely that these belong to the same Late Viking Age find complex. Han-

3 Al 7176, 7178, 7180.
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Fig. 3.  The latest coin of the Puru III hoard,
minted in Carrelsweer by Earl Egbert I1
(1068-1090).

Jn 3. Puru kolmanda aarde hiliseim miint on
valmistatud Carrelsweer’is krahv Egbert IT
(1068-1090) valitsemisajal.

(AI 7176: 3.)

Photo / Foto: Mauri Kiudsoo
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Fig. 4. Fragments of bracelets and a zoomorphic

pendant found in Lehu village, near
Pakamde knoll.

Jn 4. Lehu “Pakamde” ldhedalt avastatud
kdevorude ja zoomorfse ripatsi katkendid.
(AI 7257.)

Photo / Foto: Mauri Kiudsoo

Fig. 5. Coin material came to light from Lehu

Pakamdgi.
Jn 5. Miindimaterjal Lehu “Pakamdelt”.
(AI 7257.)

Photo / Foto: Mauri Kiudsoo
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seatic bowls were manufactured since the
beginning of the 11th century in Pomorje
and Sambia; those found in eastern Viru-
maa have been previously, in the context
of Northeast Estonia, connected only with
the 13th century (Tamla 1998, 9-36).
Still, it is extremely difficult to define the
time of their deposition. Although a few
finds of bronze bowls have included also
jewellery/ornaments, the only accurately
datable complex from Virumaa has been,
up to now, the hoard of Maetaguse (ipq
1232), which also included coins (Leimus
2009, 7; Leimus & Molvogin 2001, no. 72).
However, the Late Viking Age hoard of
Puru has a clear parallel from West Es-
tonia: in 1974 a silver hoard of the third
quarter of the 11th century (tpg 1066)
was found in Maidla, former Kullamaa
parish. This hoard had been deposited in
two Hanseatic bowls bound together, rim
to rim (Leimus 1979, 47-78; Molvogin
1994, no. 45).

CUMULATIVE FINDS
The fragments of ornaments and coins*
found near the remains/site of St. Antho-
ny’s (?) chapel beside the Pakamée knoll
of the Lehu village in Parnumaa by Margo
Puuram in 2013 led us to a probable sac-
rificial site, established in the Late Iron
Age and, relying upon the finds, still used
in the Middle Ages and the post-medieval
period (Kiudsoo 2013c, 4-6).

The most interesting among the or-
naments from Pakamégi of Lehu, besides
two bracelets from the Late Iron Age, is
a fragment of an artefact, dating from
the end of the prehistoric period and rare
in Estonia (Fig. 4). Such flat two-headed
zoomorphic pendants are characteristic
mainly to the Livs’ territories (see Zarina
1974, 242-256). In Estonia they have
been previously found only in Kusma and
Siksala (Valk 2001, Fig. 4), and those
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specimens actually are later medieval
forms of such pendants. In 2012/13, how-
ever, two more specimens resembling the
pendant of Lehu have been handed over
to the National Heritage Board, both of
which came to light on the territory of an-
cient Réavala (see Kiudsoo 2013d, 14).
The coin material of the Lehu Pa-
kamée, consisting mainly of tiny delib-
erately fragmented pieces (Fig. 5) is very
rare itself in Estonian context. Actually
we know only one analogous (?) find® from

0 1cm
o
Fig. 6. Roman sestertius discovered in the vicinity
of Paunkiila.
Jn 6. Paunkiila lihedalt avastatud Rooma sesterts.
(AI 7216.)

Photo / Foto: Mauri Kiudsoo

the village of Koopsi, former Rannu par-

ish. While the latter may represent, if only theoretically, the so-called remains of a
hoard, it cannot be the case in Lehu, since the composition of the Lehu find suggests
prolonged accumulation (from the 9th until the 16th century), whereas even with the
prehistoric coin fragments their simultaneous circulation and deposition are absolutely
precluded (Kiudsoo 2013c, 5). In fact, it is quite unlikely that the Rannu-Koopsi coins
belong to a hoard. Since the folding scales that were used around the Baltic in the last
centuries of the prehistoric period did not allow precise weighing, our hoards of that
period naturally do not contain coin fragments smaller than a half.

Among the coins found in the course of scientific archaeological investigations the
most important are those® discovered in Kose. Carrying out archaeological supervision
on the site of the churchyard, two Gotlantic pennies (ca. 1140-1210/20) were also found
there (see Malve et al., this volume). From other churchyards in Estonia archaeologists
have not found prehistoric coins yet.

STRAY FINDS

In 2013 several single prehistoric coins were also handed over to the state. At the very
end of the year the National Heritage Board received from Avo Pluss a Roman ses-
tertius, which was minted during the reign of the Imperator Marcus Julius Philippus
(244-249 AD) (Fig. 6). The findspot of the coin discovered in the vicinity of Paunkiila,
southern Harjumaa, is exceptional in the context of the whole northern coast of Esto-
nia, being located further inland than other Roman coins (see Kiudsoo 2013e, fig. 2).
This location can be probably explained with the important traffic route of that period
running along the Pirita River. On the basis of Estonian archaeological finds and the
parallels of the neighbouring countries we may assert that Paunkiila coin reached Es-
tonia from the territory inhabited by West Balt tribes in the south-eastern coast of the
Baltic Sea (ibid., 291).

> Al 7118.
SAI 7119.
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2013. AASTA HUVITAVAMAID MUINASAEGSEID MUNDILEIDE

Mauri Kiudsoo

2013. aastal avastati Eesti maapouest mitmeid muinasaegseid mundileide, mis tdiendasid oluliselt meie
teadmisi viikingi- ja hilisviikingiaegsest rahakasutusest (kaalurahandusest) Ladnemere idakaldal. Tanu-
vadrset lisainformatsiooni saadi juurde ka Rooma rauaaja osas. Lisaks korrigeeriti mindileidude dateerin-
gute abil oluliselt monede Eesti arheoloogilises leiumaterjalis levinud ehte- ja esemetiitipide valmistamis-
ja/voi kasutamisaja alampiire. Eelmisel aastal paevavalgele tulnud muinasaegsed mundileiud jagunevad
omakorda mitmeks erinevaks alaliigiks.

Muinsuskaitseametile iile antud tosinkonna aarde seas oli 2013. aastal esindatud koguni viis erinevat
11. sajandi aardeleidu: Laiuse, Kéue, Puru III, Maetaguse IT ja Ankkiila. Kuna kahe viimase, Kirde-Eesti ja
Pohja-Tartumaa suurte rauasulatus-piirkondadega seonduvate miindiaarete leiukohtade teaduslikud uu-
ringud pole veel 16ppenud ning Louna-Harjumaalt Kouelt pdevavalgele tulnud erandliku kooslusega héobe-
aaret késitletakse eraldi tihes teises artiklis (Tamla ja Kiudsoo, kdesolev kogumik), keskendutakse siinko-
hal tksnes Laiuse ja Puru III leidudele.

2013. a mais avastati Kesk-Eestist Jogevalt Eesti esimene hilisviikingiaegne ohvriaare (fpq 1088; jn 1),
mis sisaldas lisaks 21 mundile veel ka kaupmehe kaalude osiseid. Leiukoht ise oli juba eelnevalt palvinud
tdhelepanu seal kiinnijargselt paljandunud hobuseluu fragmentide téttu. Piirkonnas toimunud arheoloogili-
sed eeluuringud viitasid kunagise madalasoo servaalale, mille pealmine osa oli mineraliseerunud kuivendu-
se ja kiinnitegevuse tagajirjel. Praeguse uurimisseisu juures saame radkida tegelikult juba enam kui 500 m
pikkusest noorema rauaaja leiumaterjali (kée- ja kaelavorud, rinnakee detailid (jn 2) jms) sisaldavast ohv-
rikohast. Hobeaarde arheoloogiliste padstekaevamiste kiigus selgus, et leiu tuumik, mis paiknes koos vord-
lemisi kompaktsel maa-alal (u. 3 X 3 m), oli segamini aetud sooadraga kiindes. Sellele viitasid ka tiksikud
aarde algsest asukohast eemale kiintud miindid ja nende erinev leiustiigavus. Kui aarde tuumiku asukohta
markeeriv leiumaterjal paljandus u. 30-50 cm stigavusel turbapinnases voi loodusliku aluspinnase (uhtelii-
va) piiril, siis “lahtiste” miintide leiusituatsioon seostus selgelt kiinnikihi tilemise osaga.

Ida-Virumaalt end. J6hvi kihelkonnas asuvast Puru kiilast avastatud III aardeleid (tpq 1068) on oluline nii
oma mundikoosluse kui ka peitmiseks kasutatud anuma tottu. Peamiselt friisi rahadest (jn 3) koosnev Puru
aare kinnitab juba varemalt esitatud hiipoteesi, mille jargi puudutas 1060-1080. aastatel Loode-Venemaale
suundunud friiside kaubanduslik invasioon eelkdige Eesti phjaranniku alasid. Kuna juba 2012. aastal anti
koos mone 11. saj verminguga Muinsuskaitseametile tile ka sealt leitud pronkskauss (nn hansakauss), on
téendoline selle kuulumine miintidega tihte ja samasse hilisviikingiaegsesse leiukompleksi. Ida-Virumaalt
paevavalgele tulnud hansakausse, milliseid valmistati alates 11. saj algusest Pomorjes ja Sambias, on vare-
malt Kirde-Eesti kontekstis seostatud tiksnes 13. sajandiga. Samas on nende maapoue jadmise tapset aega
maaratleda darmiselt raske. Kuigi moni tiksik pronkskausse sisaldanud leid on saadud ka koos ehetega, oli
tegelikult ainsaks tdpsemini dateeritavaks Virumaa kompleksiks siiani miinte sisaldanud Méaetaguse aare
(tpg 1232). Puru hilisviikingiaegsele aardele on meil olemas siiski selge paralleel Laédne-Eestist. Nimelt
avastati 1974. aastal Maidlast (end. Kullamaa kihelkond) 11. saj kolmanda veerandi hobeaare (ipq 1066),
mis asetsenud kahes servipidi kokkupandud ja kinniseotud hansakausis.

2013. aastal Parnumaalt Lehu kiila “Pakamée” korval paiknenud Antoniuse(?) kabeli 1dhitimbrusest Mar-
go Puurami poolt leitud ehte- ja miindikatked juhatasid aga meile kdtte nooremal rauaajal alguse saanud
voimaliku ohvrikoha, mida kasutati lelumaterjali jargi otsustades edasi ka kesk- ja varauusajal. Lehu “Paka-
méie” ehetest on kahe hilisrauaaegse kdevorukatke korval huvipakkuvaim tiks muinasaja 16ppu dateeritav,
Eesti leiumaterjalis harvaesineva zoomorfse ripatsi fragment (jn 4). Peamiselt liivlaste asualale iseloomulik-
ke ehteid oli varemalt Eestist avastatud vaid Kusmast ja Siksilédst, millised eksemplarid kujutavad endast
tegelikult ka juba taoliste ehete hiliseid keskaegseid edasiarendusi. 2012.—2013. aastal on Muinsuskaitse-
ametile tle antud siiski veel kaks Lehu omaga sarnast esemekatket. Lehu “Pakamée” miindimaterjal, mis
koosneb peaasjalikult imetillukestest, tahtlikult fragmenteeritud tiikikestest (n 5), on Eesti kontekstis vaga
haruldane. Oigupoolest on meil teada vaid tiks analoogne(?) leid end. Rannu kihelkonna Koopsi kiila maadelt.
Kui viimase néol voib vahemasti teoreetiliselt tegemist olla ka nn. aarde jadkidega, siis Lehu puhul me seda
kuidagi vaita ei saa. Nimelt viitab Lehu “leiu” kooslus pikaajalisusele (9.—16. saj.), kusjuures isegi sealt saa-
dud muinasaegsete mindikatkete puhul on téielikult vilistatud nende ringlemine ja mahamatmine thel ja
samal ajahetkel. Tegelikult on ka Rannu-Koopsi miintide parinemine mingist aardest vahetéenéoline. Kuna
muinasaja lopusajanditel Ladnemere iimbruses kasutusel olnud klappkaalud ei voimaldanud eriti tapset
kaalumist, puuduvad meie aaretes tollal arusaadavalt poolitatud rahadest pisemad eksemplarid.
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2013. aastal toimusid Kose kirikaias arheoloogilised uuringud (Malve jt., kdesolev kogumik), mille kii-
gus avastati ka muinasaega dateeritavaid verminguid. Nimelt on neljast sealt leitud Gotlandi pennist kaks
valmistatud perioodil 1140-1210/20. Muudest Eesti kirikaedadest pole nii varast miindimaterjali veel siiani
paevavalgele tulnud.

2013. a juhumiintidest tostaksin siinkohal esile (tht Harjumaalt Paunkiila lahedalt leitud Rooma keisri-
riigi pronksmiinti — sestertsi (jn 6). Keiser Marcus Julius Philippus’e valitsemisajal (244—249 pKr) 166dud
miindi leiukoht on kogu Eesti pohjaranniku kontekstis erandlik, asetsedes kaugel sisemaal. Viimati maini-
tud asjaolu on seletatav Pirita joe kui olulise sisemaise liiklussoonega.

228



