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INTRODUCTION
$UFKDHRORJLFDO�VWXGLHV�RI�0HGLHYDO�DQG�(DUO\�0RGHUQ�H[HFXWLRQ�VLWHV�DUH�JDLQLQJ�SRSX-
ODULW\��DQG�VHYHUDO�VLWHV�DFURVV�(XURSH�KDYH�UHFHQWO\�EHHQ�H[FDYDWHG��UHDG�PRUH�$XOHU�
�������������������7KH�H[HFXWLRQ�VLWHV�LQ�(VWRQLD�KDYH�VR�IDU�QRW�EHHQ�DUFKDHRORJLFDOO\�
YHU\�ZHOO�UHVHDUFKHG��6PDOOHU�H[FDYDWLRQV�KDYH�WDNHQ�SODFH�DW� WKH�H[HFXWLRQ�VLWH� LQ�
+DDSVDOX��3RVWLPHHV�����������WKH�JDOORZV�KLOO�LQ�7DOOLQQ�KDV�EHHQ�VWXGLHG�PRUH�WKRU-
RXJKO\��/DYL�����D���7KH�JDOORZV�KLOO�RI�7DUWX�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�DUFKDHRORJLFDOO\�UHVHDUFKHG�
DW�DOO��DQG�WKHUH�DUH�QRW�PDQ\�ZULWWHQ�VRXUFHV�DERXW�LW��+HUH��ZH�SUHVHQW�WKH�UHVXOWV�
RI�D�SLORW�H[FDYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�7DUWX�JDOORZV�KLOO��ZKLFK�LV�SDUW�RI�D�ODUJHU�SURMHFW�DLPLQJ�
WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�0HGLHYDO�DQG�(DUO\�0RGHUQ�H[HFXWLRQ�VLWHV�LQ�(VWRQLD��8SFRPLQJ�VWHSV�
RI�WKH�SODQQHG�SURMHFW�DUH�WR�FDUU\�RXW�H[FDYDWLRQV�DW�WKH�JDOORZV�KLOO�VLWH�LQ�+DDSVDOX�
DQG�WKH�SUREDEOH�JLEEHW�VLWH�QHDU�/LKXOD��6LQFH�ZULWWHQ�UHFRUGV�DERXW�WKHVH�VLWHV�DUH�
VFDUFH��DUFKDHRORJLFDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�DUH�WKH�PRVW�GLUHFW�VRXUFH�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�
WKHVH�VWUXFWXUHV��

7KH�PDLQ�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQV�LQ�7DUWX�ZDV�WR�WU\�WR�ÀQG�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�
WKH�JDOORZV��DQG�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�ZKHWKHU�WKH�H[HFXWHG�ZHUH�EXULHG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�DUHD��
,Q�FDVH�RI�ÀQGLQJ�ERQHV�RI�WKH�H[HFXWHG��WKH�RVWHRORJLFDO�PDWHULDO�ZDV�WR�EH�FRPSDUHG�
ZLWK�WKH�PDWHULDO�IRXQG�IURP�7DOOLQQ�WR�ÀQG�RXW�WKH�DJH�DQG�VH[�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�WKH�
FHPHWHU\��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�WR�EH�H[DPLQHG�IRU�PDUNLQJV�WKDW�FRXOG�UHYHDO�KRZ�WKH�SHRSOH�
ZHUH�H[HFXWHG��

3UHYLRXVO\��VRPH�ÀHOGVWRQHV�KDG�EHHQ�IRXQG�IURP�WKH�H[HFXWLRQ�VLWH� LQ�7DUWX��
ZKLFK�8QR�+HUPDQQ�������������DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�JDOORZV��'XU-
LQJ�IDUPLQJ�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZRUN��D�FHOODU�ZDV�EXLOW�LQVLGH�WKH�KLOO�LQ�WKH�����V���
QXPHURXV�KXPDQ�ERQHV�KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�KLOO��7KLV�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW��
VLPLODU�WR�WKH�JDOORZV�KLOO�LQ�7DOOLQQ��WKH�H[HFXWHG�ZHUH�EXULHG�QHDU�WKH�JLEEHW��:KLOH�
YLVLWLQJ� WKH�PRXQG� LQ� VSULQJ� ������ KXPDQ� ERQHV�ZDVKHG� RXW� E\� HURVLRQ� FRXOG� EH�
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IRXQG��6LQFH�WKH�DUHD�LV�TXLWH�GHQVHO\�LQKDELWHG��WKH�VLWH�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�LV�WKH�RQO\�SODFH�
LQ�WKH�YLFLQLW\�ZKHUH�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�ORRN�IRU�WKH�HYLGHQFH�RI�JDOORZV��7KH�DUHD�XQGHU�
KHULWDJH�SURWHFWLRQ�LV�D�����P�KLJK�PRXQG��ZLWK�D����í����P�ÁDW�SODWHDX��)LJ������,W�
LV�VLWXDWHG�����NP�QRUWK�IURP�WKH�FLW\�ZDOOV�DV�WKH�FURZ�ÁLHV��DQG�DERXW�����P�HDVW�
IURP�WKH�1DUYD�5RDG��)LJ������

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Sites of execution and capital punishment in Medieval and 
Early Modern Europe

7KH�KLVWRU\�RI�(XURSHDQ�H[HFXWLRQ�VLWHV�LQ�0HGLHYDO�DQG�(DUO\�0RGHUQ�WLPHV�LV�WLJKWO\�
FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�SURIHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�H[HFXWLRQHU��ZKLFK�EHFDPH�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�RFFXSDWLRQ�
JHQHUDOO\�LQ�WKH�/DWH�0LGGOH�$JHV��IURP�WKH���WK�WR�WKH���WK�FHQWXULHV���7KH�HVWDE-
OLVKPHQW�RI�WKLV�SURIHVVLRQ�ZDV�GXH�WR�WKH�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�RI�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�WKDW�PDGH�
FRXUW�DFWLYLWLHV�PRUH�HIIHFWLYH��DQG�E\�XUEDQL]DWLRQ��WKH�H[HFXWLRQHU�ZDV�XVXDOO\�WKH�
VHUYDQW�RI�WKH�PDJLVWUDWH��.OHPHWWLOl���������²�����&RQFXUUHQW�ZLWK�WKH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�
WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�H[HFXWLRQHU��À[HG�VLWHV�RI�H[HFXWLRQ�DSSHDUHG��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�XVXDOO\�
FDOOHG�JDOORZV�KLOOV��LQ�*HUPDQ�Galgenberg, or Rabenstein��LQ�6ZHGLVK�Galgbacke��LQ�
estonian võllamägi���7KHVH�ZHUH�XVHG�IURP�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�XQWLO�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�
��WK�FHQWXU\��ZKHQ�SXEOLF�H[HFXWLRQV�LQ�PRVW�SDUWV�RI�(XURSH�HQGHG��$XOHU����������� 
7KH�SXEOLF�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI�FDSLWDO�SXQLVKPHQW��WKH�VR�FDOOHG�¶7KHDWUH�RI�+RUURU·��GLV-
SOD\HG�WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�WKH�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU��DQG�VHUYHG�DV�D�ZDUQLQJ�WR�SRWHQWLDO�FULPL-
QDOV��,W�DOVR�DOORZHG�SHRSOH�WR�EH�DVVXUHG��WKDW�¶IDLU�MXGJHPHQW·�KDG�WDNHQ�SODFH��DQG�
DSSURYH�LW�E\�DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�HYHQW�

,Q�PHGLHYDO�(XURSH��WKH�UXOHU��XVXDOO\�D�NLQJ�RU�D�TXHHQ��ZDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�MXGJH��
+H�RU�VKH�DOVR�KDG�WKH�ULJKW�WR�GHVLJQDWH�FRXUWV�ZLWK�WKH�MXULVGLFWLRQ�WR�UXOH�RYHU�FDVHV�
ZKHUH�D�GHDWK�SHQDOW\�FRXOG�EH�VHQWHQFHG��,Q�*HUPDQ�VSHDNLQJ�WHUULWRULHV�WKHVH�FRXUWV�

Fig. 1.  View to the Gallows Hill of Tartu from north-east.
Jn 1.  Vaade Tartu Võllamäele kirdest.
Photo / Foto: Martin Malve
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ZHUH�FDOOHG�%ORRG�&RXUWV��*HUP��Blutgericht, or Halsgericht���,Q�WKH�+RO\�5RPDQ�(P-
SLUH��%ORRG�&RXUW�ULJKWV�ZHUH�JLYHQ�DOVR�WR�WKH�3ULQFHV�RI�WKH�(PSLUH��Reichsfürsten���
,Q�0HGLHYDO�/LYRQLD��ZKLFK�FRPSULVHG�PRGHUQ�(VWRQLD�DQG�/DWYLD���ZKLFK�DW�OHDVW�LQ�
WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�KDG�IDLUO\�GLUHFW�FRQQHFWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�+RO\�5RPDQ�(PSLUH��WKH�ORFDO�
UXOHUV�KDG�WKH�ULJKW�WR�XVH�FDSLWDO�SXQLVKPHQW��,Q������WKH�(PSLUH�DGRSWHG�WKH�JHQ-
HUDO�ERG\�RI�FULPLQDO� ODZ�NQRZQ�DV� ¶&RQVWLWXWLR�&ULPLQDOLV�&DUROLQD·� �XVXDOO\�FDOOHG�
¶&DUROLQD·���,W�ZDV�LPSRVHG�DOVR�LQ�/LYRQLD��ZKHUH�LW�ZDV�XVHG�XQWLO�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��,Q�
WKH�+RO\�5RPDQ�(PSLUH��LW�ZDV�LQ�HIIHFW�HYHQ�XQWLO�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�
�6FKURHGHU�������:KDOH\����������²�����

7KH�QXPEHU�RI�OHJDO�H[HFXWLRQV�LQ�(XURSH�DUJXDEO\�SHDNHG�GXULQJ�WKH���WK�DQG�
��WK�FHQWXULHV��7KLV�ZDV�D�SHULRG�ZKHQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�FRXOG�HQIRUFH�LWV�QRUPV�DQG�
UHJXODWLRQV�PXFK�PRUH�HIIHFWLYHO\�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�PHGLHYDO�WLPHV��\HW�LWV�DXWKRULW\�ZDV�
VWLOO�XQFHUWDLQ��DQG�WKXV�SXQLVKPHQWV�IRU�EUHDNLQJ�WKH�ODZV�ZHUH�KDUVK��)RU�H[DPSOH��
LQ�¶&DUROLQD·��WKH�FULPHV�SXQLVKDEOH�ZLWK�GHDWK�ZHUH��PXUGHU��PDQVODXJKWHU��UREEHU\��
UDSH��DUVRQ��WUHDVRQ��FRXQWHUIHLWLQJ�PRQH\��EUHDFKLQJ�Urfehde��DQ�DJUHHPHQW�HQGLQJ�
D�IHXG���FHUWDLQ�VHULRXV�SURSHUW\�FULPHV��DQG�ZLWFKFUDIW��LI�LW�ZDV�KDUPIXO�WR�SHUVRQV�
�&DUROLQD�������6FKURHGHU��������7KLV�ODVW�RIIHQFH�LV�RI�LPSRUWDQFH��DV�WKH���WK�DQG�
��WK�FHQWXULHV�ZHUH� WKH� ¶JROGHQ�DJH·� RI�ZLWFK� WULDOV� LQ�(XURSH��$V� WKHVH� WULDOV�RIWHQ�
HQGHG�ZLWK�D�GHDWK�VHQWHQFH�²� LQ�(VWRQLD�DV�ZHOO�DV� LQ�WKH�UHVW�RI�(XURSH� �8XVSXX�
������²�WKH�SURVHFXWLRQ�RI�ZLWFKFUDIW�FHUWDLQO\�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�KLJK�QXPEHU�RI�H[HFX-
WLRQV�LQ�WKLV�SHULRG��

$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�H[HFXWLRQV�GHFOLQHG��DV�WKH�DXWKRULW\�
RI�WKH�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�EHFDPH�FRQVROLGDWHG�DQG�ZLWFK�WULDOV�GHFOLQHG�GXH�WR�WKH�VSUHDG�
RI�UDWLRQDOLVP��,Q�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��GXULQJ�WKH�$JH�RI�(QOLJKWHQPHQW��WKH�LGHD�WR�FRP-
SOHWHO\�DEROLVK�FDSLWDO�SXQLVKPHQW�EHJDQ�WR�VSUHDG�RQO\�JUDGXDOO\�

ArchAeologicAl Pilot stUdY oF the gAllows hill in tArtU

Fig. 2. The location of the Gallows Hill of Tartu: 1 – trench, 2–3 – test pits.
Jn 2. Tartu võllamäe asend: 1 – kaevand, 2–3 – prooviaugud.
Drawing / Joonis: Raido Roog 
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The prestige of execution sites and methods of capital punishment
$OWKRXJK� WKH� H[HFXWLRQHU�ZDV� DQ� LPSOHPHQWHU� RI� MXVWLFH�� KLV� SURIHVVLRQ�KDG� DQ� H[-
WUHPHO\�ORZ�SUHVWLJH�LQ�0HGLHYDO�DQG�(DUO\�0RGHUQ�WLPHV��7KH�KDQJPDQ�KLPVHOI�ZDV�
DOLHQDWHG�DQG�IHDUHG�E\�FRPPRQ�FLWL]HQV��PDLQO\�GXH�WR�WKH�EORRGVKHG�WKDW�LQHYLWDEO\�
KRXQGHG�WKH�H[HFXWLRQHU·V�SURIHVVLRQ��%ORRG�ZDV�SHUFHLYHG�DV�D�VDFUHG�HVVHQFH�RI�OLIH��
ZKLFK�LV�ZK\�WKH�EXWFKHU�DQG�WKH�EDUEHU�DOVR�ZHUH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�SURIHVVLRQV�RI� ORZ�
SUHVWLJH��0RUHRYHU��SHRSOH�DOVR�OLQNHG�WKH�SURIHVVLRQ�RI�H[HFXWLRQHU�WR�WKH�¶EDG�GHDWK·��
WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�FULPLQDO�ZDV�HQGHG�YLROHQWO\��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�XVXDOO\�QRW�SHUPLWWHG�WR�EH�
EXULHG�LQ�WKH�VDFUHG�JURXQG�RI�WKH�FHPHWHU\��EXW�ZHUH�UDWKHU�EXULHG�QH[W�WR�WKH�VLWH�RI�
WKHLU�H[HFXWLRQ��3HRSOH�WKHUHIRUH�WULHG�WR�DYRLG�SODFHV�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�H[HFXWLRQHU��HV-
SHFLDOO\�VLWHV�RI�H[HFXWLRQ��DV�SHRSOH�ZHUH�DIUDLG�RI�WKH�JKRVWV�RI�WKH�FULPLQDOV��.OHPHW-
WLOl���������²����

)RU�WKHVH�UHDVRQV��WKH�JDOORZV�KLOO�ZDV�XVXDOO\�VLWXDWHG�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�SRSXODWHG�
DUHD��EXW�VWLOO�LQ�D�SODFH�HDVLO\�DFFHVVLEOH�DQG�YLVLEOH��DOORZLQJ�WKH�H[HFXWLRQV�WR�WDNH�
SODFH� LQ�SXEOLF��DQG�WKH�ERG\�RI� WKH�FULPLQDO�RU�SDUWV�RI� LW�FRXOG�EH�GLVSOD\HG�DIWHU-
ZDUGV��+RZHYHU��VRPH�H[HFXWLRQV�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�DUHD��H�J��DW�WKH�WRZQ·V�
PDUNHW�SODFH��7KLV�W\SH�RI�H[HFXWLRQ�ZDV�JHQHUDOO\�UHVHUYHG� IRU�WKH�pOLWH��HVSHFLDOO\�
ZKHQ�SHRSOH�ZHUH�H[HFXWHG�IRU�¶SROLWLFDO·�FULPHV��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�������+DQV�9HJHVDFN��
D�PHUFKDQW�IURP�7DOOLQQ��ZDV�EHKHDGHG�RQ�WKH�PDUNHW�SODFH�RI�7DUWX��EHFDXVH�KH�KDG�
YLRODWHG�WKH�WHUPV�IRU�WUDGLQJ��5DXFK��������0DQ\�H[HFXWHG�FULPLQDOV��ZKRVH�IHORQLHV�
ZHUH�QRW�WRWDOO\�XQIRUJLYDEOH�LQ�WKH�H\HV�RI�WKH�FOHUJ\��ZHUH�EXULHG�LQ�KRO\�JURXQG��RU�
HYHQ�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK��7KLV�PLJKW�EH�WKH�FDVH�RI�D�PRVW�OLNHO\�EHKHDGHG�PDOH�IRXQG�EXULHG�
LQVLGH�WKH�7DUWX�&DWKHGUDO��0DOYH���������²����

([HFXWLRQV�WKDW�WRRN�SODFH�LQVLGH�WRZQ�ZDOOV�ZHUH�JHQHUDOO\�SHUIRUPHG�ZLWK�WKH�
VZRUG��WKLV�ZDV�SHUFHLYHG�DV�D�QREOH�GHYLFH�IRU�GHDWK��2Q�H[HFXWLRQ�VLWHV�RXWVLGH�VHW-
WOHPHQWV��KDQJLQJ�ZDV�RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�VROXWLRQ��'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�
QDWXUH�DQG�VHYHULW\�RI�WKH�FULPH��KRZHYHU��WKH�H[HFXWLRQHU�FRXOG�XVH�PDQ\�RWKHU�PHWK-
RGV�IRU�HQGLQJ�D�FULPLQDO·V�OLIH��SXWWLQJ�KLP�RU�KHU�WR�WKH�EUHDNLQJ�ZKHHO��TXDUWHULQJ�
�RU� GLVPHPEHULQJ��� GURZQLQJ�� DQG�EXUQLQJ�� EXU\LQJ� RU� ERLOLQJ� DOLYH��$IWHU� WKH� ��WK�
FHQWXU\��WKH�KDUVKHVW�PHWKRGV�ZHUH�LQ�GHFOLQH��DQG�FULPLQDOV�ZHUH�XVXDOO\�EHKHDGHG�
RU�KDQJHG��2QO\�LQ�WKH�PRVW�VHULRXV�FDVHV�WKH\�ZHUH�SXW�WR�WKH�ZKHHO�RU�EXUQHG�DOLYH��
WKH�ODWWHU�HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�ZLWFKHV��0RVW�RI�WKH�H[HFXWHG�FULPLQDOV�LQ�0HGLHYDO�
DQG�(DUO\�0RGHUQ�WLPHV�ZHUH�PLGGOH�DJHG�PHQ�RI�ORZ�ELUWK��DV�WKH�OHJDO�V\VWHP�ZDV�
PRUH�OHQLHQW�WRZDUGV�WKH�pOLWH��ZRPHQ��\RXQJVWHUV�DQG�HOGHUO\�SHRSOH�

The Tartu Gallows Hill
,Q�(VWRQLD��JDOORZV�KLOOV�ZHUH�W\SLFDOO\�VLWXDWHG�RXWVLGH�WKH�WRZQ�ZDOOV��0DQ\�FLWLHV�
KDG�D�JDOORZV�KLOO��EXW�RQO\�WKH�H[HFXWLRQ�VLWH�LQ�7DOOLQQ�KDV�EHHQ�WKRURXJKO\�DUFKDHR-
ORJLFDOO\�H[FDYDWHG��7KDW�RQH�ZDV�XVHG�IURP�WKH�WXUQ�RI�WKH���WK�WR�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�
XQWLO�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��/DYL�����E��������0XFK�OHVV�LV�NQRZQ�DERXW�WKH�
*DOORZV�+LOO� LQ�7DUWX��ZKLFK�ZDV�ÀUVW�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�FKURQLFOH�RI�-RKDQQHV�5HQ-
QHU��+H�VWDWHV�WKDW�LQ�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI����������SHDVDQWV�GHIHQGHG�WKHPVHOYHV�DJDLQVW�
WKH�5XVVLDQV�EHKLQG�WKH�ZDOOV�RI�WKH�JDOORZV��¶���G\H����QHPHQ�G\H�EHPXLUGHQ�JDOJHQ�
in...’��5HQQHU����������� ¶���GH�DQGHUQ�WZROYH�QHPHQ�GH�EHPXUGHQ�JDOJHQ�LQ���·, renner 
������LQ�(QJOLVK�WUDQVODWLRQ��WKH�VHQWHQFH�LV�QRW�SUHFLVHO\�WUDQVODWHG��¶���WZHOYH�RWKHUV�

MArtin MAlVe, AnU kiVirÜÜt, rAido roog, MAdis MAAsing and seBAstiAn wÄrMlÄnder



211

took refuge behind the wall around gal-
lows...’��5HQQHU�����������DOVR�LQ�(VWRQLDQ�
LW� LV� WUDQVODWHG�VOLJKWO\� LQDFFXUDWHO\� �� ¶���
kaksteist võtsid kokkukukkunud võllad 
enda valdusse...’� �¶���WZHOYH�WRRN�FROODSVHG�
gallows into their hold...’���5HQQHU�������
�����7KXV��WKLV�WH[W�PHQWLRQV�WKH�JDOORZV�
VWDQGLQJ�RQ�D�VWRQH� IRXQGDWLRQ��7KLV� LQ-
GLFDWHV� WKDW� WKH� JDOORZV� ZHUH� D� SHUPD-
QHQW� H[HFXWLRQ� VLWH�� SRVVLEO\� UHVHPEOLQJ�
WKH�ZDOOHG�JDOORZV�LQ�7DOOLQQ��ZKLFK�DUH�
GHSLFWHG�RQ�WKH�HSLWDSK�IURP�������ZKLFK�
EHORQJHG� WR� WKH� %ODFNKHDGV� RI� 7DOOLQQ�
�/DYL� ����E�� ÀJ�� ���� )URP� WKH�PDWHULDOV�
RI�WKH�PDJLVWUDWH�RI�7DUWX��LW�DSSHDUV�WKDW�
WKH�JDOORZV�KLOO�ZDV�DOVR�XVHG�DV�D�EXULDO�
SODFH��D�VXLFLGH�ZDV�EXULHG�WKHUH�LQ������
�+HUPDQQ������������

7KH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�7DUWX�JDOORZV�LQ�
WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�LV�JLYHQ�RQ�D�SODQ�RI�WKH�
YLFLQLW\� RI� 7DUWX�� SUREDEO\� GDWLQJ� IURP�
WKH�\HDU�������)LJ������7KH�H[HFXWLRQ�VLWH�
�Rätteplatz��LV�DOVR�SUHVHQW�RQ�D�URDG�PDS�
IURP� ����� �)LJ�� ���� ZKHUH� LW� LV� VLWXDWHG�
QHDU�WKH�URDG�WR�1DUYD��DQG�WR�WKH�OHSURV\�
FHPHWHU\�RI�6W�*HRUJH��DERXW�RQH�NLORPH-
WUH� IURP�WKH�5XVVLDQ�JDWH� LQ�7DUWX��7KH�
FKURQLFOH� RI� &KULVWLDQ� .HOFK� VWDWHV� WKDW�
LQ�-XQH�������GXULQJ�WKH�*UHDW�1RUWKHUQ�
:DU�� WKH�5XVVLDQV�PDGH� D� FDQQRQ� SODW-
IRUP�QHDU�WKH�JDOORZV��.HOFK�������������
$OVR�D�FRQWHPSRUDU\�6ZHGLVK�SODQ�RI�WKH�
VLHJH�RI�7DUWX�ORFDWHV�UDWKHU�SUHFLVHO\�WKH�
JDOORZV��ZKLFK�SUREDEO\�ZHUH�ZRRGHQ�DQG�
VWRRG�RQ�WKUHH�SROHV��.URRQ�������ÀJ�������
7KH�ZRRGHQ�JDOORZV�DUH�DOVR�VKRZQ�RQ�D�
5XVVLDQ�DUWLVW·V�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�WKH�ERPEDUG-
PHQW�RI�7DUWX�LQ�������2HQJR�et al��������
�����$IWHU�WKH�FRQTXHVW�RI�7DUWX��WKH�5XV-
VLDQ�DXWKRULWLHV�DSSHDU�QRW�WR�KDYH�XVHG�
WKDW� H[HFXWLRQ� VLWH�� DV� WKH� H[HFXWLRQ� RI�
UHYHUHQG� $GULDQ� 9LUJLQLXV� LQ� ������ DF-
FXVHG� RI� FRRSHUDWLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� 6ZHGHV��
WRRN�SODFH�QHDU�WKH�*HUPDQ�JDWH��7UHLEHUJ�
�����������7KH�JDOORZV�KLOO�ZDV�XVHG�DJDLQ�

Fig. 3.  The Gallows Hill of Tartu on a plan from 1671.
Jn 3.  Tartu Võllamägi 1671. aasta plaanil.
(EAA 2623-1-2049, page 55.)
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DIWHU�WKH�1RUWKHUQ�:DU��EXW�LQ������D�GH-
FLVLRQ�ZDV�PDGH�WR�GLVFRQWLQXH�LW��,Q�WKH�
HQG� RI� WKH� ��WK� FHQWXU\� D�ZLQGPLOO�ZDV�
EXLOW�RQ�WKH�IRUPHU�H[HFXWLRQ�VLWH��DQG�LW�
remained standing there also in the 20th 
FHQWXU\��()$��������������(50�)N������
������7KH�VWUHHW� WKDW� UXQV�QHDU� WKH�SUH-
VXPHG�JDOORZV�KLOO�LV�QDPHG�Tuule tänav 
�:LQG�VWUHHW���SUHVXPDEO\�DIWHU�WKLV�PLOO�
WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�RQH�VLWXDWHG�QHDU-
E\� �ERWK� PLOOV� ZHUH� FDOOHG� Mustaveski, 
L�H���%ODFN�PLOO���7KH�QDPH�¶*DOORZV�+LOO·��
KRZHYHU��UHPDLQHG�RQ�WKH�WRZQ�PDS�IURP�
������ZKHUH�WKH�SODFH�ZDV�FDOOHG�Lillitto 
Mäggi oder Rabenstein��($$�������������
SDJH�����DQG�HYHQ�LQ�WKH�����V�WKH�QHLJK-
ERXUKRRG�KDV�EHHQ�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�Kaagi-
linn�� L�H��*DOORZV�7RZQ� �+HUPDQQ�������
�����

EXCAVATIONS
The trench

'XULQJ�RXU�SLORW�H[FDYDWLRQV�ZH�GXJ�D����P�
ORQJ�DQG���P�ZLGH�WUHQFK��RULHQWHG�IURP�
QRUWKZHVW� WR� VRXWKHDVW�� 2Q� WKH� SODWHDX�
WKLV�WUHQFK�ZDV�H[SDQGHG�LQWR�D���í�����P�
SLW��)LJ���������7KH�QDWXUDO�VRLO�ZDV�FRYHUHG�
ZLWK�D�����P�WKLFN�OD\HU�FRQWDLQLQJ�GHEULV�
VXFK�DV�EULFN�IUDJPHQWV��PRUWDU�DQG�KX-
PDQ� ERQHV�� 'LVDUWLFXODWHG� KXPDQ� ERQH�
IUDJPHQWV� ZHUH� PRUH� QXPHURXV� LQ� WKH�
PLGGOH�OD\HUV��$W�D�GHSWK�RI�����P��D�EULFN�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DW�OHDVW������P�ORQJ�ZDV�UH-
YHDOHG� �)LJV� �²���� 7KLV� EULFN� FRQVWUXF-
WLRQ�UHVHPEOHG�D�ÁXPH��WKH�VLGHV�DQG�WKH�
WRS� OD\HU�ZHUH� ODLG�RI�EULFNV�� WKH�ERWWRP�
ZDV�RI�VDQG��7KH�VWUXFWXUH�ZDV�EXLOW�ZLWK�
EULFNV�PHDVXULQJ����í����í���FP��LQGLFDW-
LQJ�D�UDWKHU�UHFHQW�PDQXIDFWXUH�GDWH��EXW�
WKH�ÁXPH·V�SXUSRVH�LV�XQNQRZQ��

$�ODUJH�ÀHOGVWRQH�����í�����í�DW�OHDVW�
���FP��ZLWK�VHYHUDO�VPDOOHU�JUDQLWH�VWRQHV�
QHDUE\�ZDV�ORFDWHG�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�SODWHDX�
�)LJ�� ���� 7ZR� SRVWKROHV� VXUURXQGHG� E\�

Fig. 4.  The location of St George’s leprosy hospital 
  cemetery (left) and the Gallows Hill 
  (Rätteplatz) on a road map dating from 1695.
Jn 4.  Püha Jüri leprosooriumi kalmistu 
  (vasakul) ja Võllamäe (Rätteplatz) asukoht 
  1695. aasta teedekaardil.
(EAA 308-2-70, page 74.)

Fig. 5.  Fieldstones and brick construction 
  found on the plateau.
Jn 5.  Mäelaelt leitud maakivid ja  

 telliskonstruktsioon.
Photo / Foto: Raido Roog
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VPDOO� ÀHOGVWRQHV� �GLDPHWHU� ��²��� FP��
ZHUH� VLWXDWHG� DURXQG� WKH� ODUJH� VWRQH��
7KHVH�SRVWKROHV�DQG�WKH�ÀHOGVWRQHV�PD\�
EHORQJ�WR�WKH�ZRRGHQ�JDOORZV�GHSLFWHG�RQ�
WKH�1RUWKHUQ�:DU�HUD�PDS��.URRQ�������
ÀJ������2HQJR�et al�������������+RZHYHU��LW�
LV�DOVR�SRVVLEOH� WKDW� WKHVH�SRVWKROHV�DQG�
WKH�EULFN�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�ZLQG-
mill that stood on the hill during the 18th 
²� ��WK� FHQWXULHV�� 7KH� SRWWHU\� VKHUGV�� D�
SLSH�VWHP�IUDJPHQW��DQG�FRLQV��NRSHFNV�²�
70�$����������IURP������������IURP���"����
����IURP��������WKDW�ZHUH�IRXQG�UHODWH�WR�
DFWLYH� XVH� RI� WKH� KLOO� GXULQJ� WKH� ��WK� ²�
��WK�FHQWXULHV�ZKHQ�WKH�ZLQGPLOO�ZDV�SUHVHQW��,W�LV�DOVR�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKH�VRLO�FRQWDLQ-
LQJ�KXPDQ�ERQHV�PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�EURXJKW�WR�WKH�KLOO��H�J��IURP�WKH�QHDUE\�6W�*HRUJH·V�
FHPHWHU\��WR�FRQVWUXFW�D�EDVH�IRU�WKH�ZLQGPLOO�

Test pits
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�WUHQFK��WZR�WHVW�SLWV�ZHUH�GXJ�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�KLOO�
�)LJ������������,Q�WKH�ÀUVW�WHVW�SLW����í�����P��)LJ��������D�ODUJH�ÀHOGVWRQH�WKDW�ÀOOHG�KDOI�
RI�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�SLW�ZDV�UHYHDOHG��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WZR�+DQVHDWLF�EURRFKHV�RI�FRSSHU�
DOOR\��GDWLQJ�EDFN�WR�WKH���WK�²���WK�FHQWXULHV1�ZHUH�IRXQG�RQO\���FP�EHORZ�WKH�WRS�
VRLO��)LJ������7KHVH�DQQXODU�EURRFKHV�DUH�FKDUDFWHULVHG�E\�WKH�QHHGOH�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�
ERG\�RI� WKH�DUFK� �9DON������������$Q�HPERVVHG� WH[W�KDG�EHHQ�SUHVVHG�RQWR� WKH�ÀUVW�
EURRFK��)LJ���������ZKLOH�WKH�RWKHU�EURRFK�ZDV�D�PRUH�VLPSOH�YDULDWLRQ�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�WH[W� 
�)LJ���������7KH�EURRFKHV�PD\�RULJLQDWH�IURP�DQ�XQNQRZQ�EXULDO�VLWH�IRU�WKH�H[HFXWHG�
QH[W�WR�WKH�JDOORZV�RU�IURP�WKH�XQGLVFRYHUHG�PHGLHYDO�SDUW�RI�WKH�QHLJKERXULQJ�FHP-
HWHU\�RI�6W�*HRUJH��3LLULWV�������VHH�0DOYH�
et al��� WKLV� YROXPH��� $� PDS� IURP� �����
�)LJ�� ��� VKRZV� WKDW� WKH� JDOORZV� KLOO� DQG�
WKH� FHPHWHU\� RI� 6W� *HRUJH� �Püha Jüri��
ZHUH�VLWXDWHG�FORVH�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��7KH�VHF-
RQG�WHVW�SLW�����í����FP��)LJ��������SURYHG�
WKDW�WKH�VRLO�RQ�WKH�JDOORZV�KLOO�KDG�EHHQ�
VHYHUHO\�GLVWXUEHG�� DV� IURP� WKH�GHSWK�RI�
���FP�ERWK�ERQH�IUDJPHQWV�DQG�FDUWULGJHV�
ZHUH�IRXQG��

Human bones
7KH� WRWDO� RI� ���� KXPDQ� ERQHV� DQG� IUDJ-
PHQWV�ZHUH�IRXQG�GXULQJ�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQV��
6RPH�ERQHV�KDG�EHHQ�VHYHUHO\�IUDJPHQWHG�
D�ORQJ�WLPH�DJR��0RVWO\�VPDOOHU�ERQH�IUDJ-

1  6(0�LPDJLQJ�DQG�6(0�('6�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�WZR�EURRFKHV�ZHUH�FDUULHG�RXW�DW�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�3K\VLFV��%LRORJ\�
���DQG�&KHPLVWU\�DW�/LQN|SLQJ�8QLYHUVLW\��7KH�EXON�HOHPHQWV�ZHUH�IRXQG�WR�EH�PDLQO\�FRSSHU��DOOR\HG�ZLWK�]LQF��WLQ��
���DQG�OHDG��7KLV�DOOR\�LV�IDLUO\�FRPPRQ�LQ�FDVW�PHWDO�REMHFWV�IURP�WKHVH�WLPHV��DQG�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKHVH�EURRFKHV�
���ZHUH�PDGH�IURP�UHF\FOHG�PDWHULDO�IURP�RWKHU�PHWDO�REMHFWV�

Fig. 6.  Close-up view of the opened brick flume.
Jn 6.  Avatud telliskonstruktsioon lähivaates.
Photo / Foto: Raido Roog

Fig. 7.  ‘Hanseatic brooches’ found from the first 
  test pit. 1 – embossed, 2 – plain.
Jn 7.  Esimesest prooviaugust leitud 
  “hansasõled”. 1 – tekstiga, 2 – lihtne.
(TM A-203: 17, 16.)
Photo / Foto: Raido Roog
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PHQWV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW��DJDLQ�SRVVLEO\�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�VRLO�RQ�WKH�KLOO�ZDV�EURXJKW�IURP�
VRPHZKHUH�HOVH��LQ�RUGHU�WR�HOHYDWH�WKH�PRXQG��$�VLPLODU�WHQGHQF\�KDV�SUHYLRXVO\�EHHQ�
QRWLFHG�LQ�3lUQXPDD�ZKLOH�FOHDQLQJ�WKH�YDXOWV�RI�WKH�0LKNOL�FKXUFK��7KHUH��RQO\�VPDOOHU�
DQG�IUDJPHQWHG�ERQHV�LQ�WKH�VRLO�KDG�IRXQG�WKHLU�ZD\�RQWR�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�YDXOWV��
ZKLOH�ODUJHU�ERQHV�ZHUH�DEVHQW��0lHVDOX�	�0DOYH����������²������7KXV��WKH�ERQHV�DW�
WKH�7DUWX�*DOORZV�+LOO�PD\�RULJLQDWH�IURP�WKH�SUHYLRXVO\�PHQWLRQHG�XQNQRZQ�EXULDO�
SODFH�IRU�WKH�H[HFXWHG�RU�IURP�WKH�FHPHWHU\�RI�6W�*HRUJH��VHH�0DOYH�et al���WKLV�YROXPH��

$OO�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�ERQHV�IRXQG�ZHUH�DQDO\VHG�DQG�UHEXULHG��7KH�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
RVWHRORJLFDO�PDWHULDO�LPSHGHG�WKH�VWXG\�DQG�GLG�QRW�DOORZ�DQ\�PDMRU�FRQFOXVLRQV��1R�LQ-
MXULHV�UHIHUULQJ� WR�H[HFXWLRQ�ZHUH�REVHUYHG��$PRQJ�WKH�PDWHULDO�ERQHV�RI� FKLOGUHQ�DQG�
WKH�HOGHUO\�SHRSOH�H[LVWHG��'XH�WR�WKH�JUHDW�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ERQHV��LW�ZDV�GLIÀFXOW�WR�
GHWHUPLQH�WKH�PLQLPXP�QXPEHU�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV��EXW�WKH�REVHUYHG�SDWKRORJLHV�DQG�DJH�FRP-
SRVLWLRQ�VHHP�WR�UHÁHFW�D�W\SLFDO�FLW\�RU�UXUDO�FHPHWHU\��6HYHUDO�PRUSKRORJLFDO�FKDQJHV�DV-
VRFLDWHG�ZLWK�DJHLQJ�ZHUH�QRWLFHG�RQ�WKH�ERQHV��VXFK�DV�ZHDU�RI�MRLQW�VXUIDFHV�DQG�YHUWHEUD��
2QH�FODYLFOH�KDG�WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�LQÁDPPDWLRQ�W\SLFDOO\�VHHQ�LQ�PRUH�VHYHUH�GLVHDVHV�
�H�J��LQIHFWLRQV��V\SKLOLV��WXEHUFXORVLV��OHSURV\��HWF����7KLV�PD\�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�WKH�ERQHV�RULJL-
QDWH�IURP�WKH�OHSURV\�KRVSLWDO�FHPHWHU\��DOWKRXJK�WKLV�PD\�RQO\�EH�DQ�DVVXPSWLRQ�

CONCLUSIONS
7KH�*DOORZV�+LOO� RI�7DUWX�ZDV�SUREDEO\� D� W\SLFDO�(XURSHDQ� H[HFXWLRQ� VLWH� VLWXDWHG�
RXWVLGH�WKH�FLW\�ZDOOV��0RVW�RI�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�LWV�XVH�GDWHV�WR�WKH���WK�²���WK�
FHQWXULHV�ZKHQ�H[HFXWLRQV�ZHUH�FRPPRQ��DQG�WKH�FULPLQDOV�DQG�VXLFLGHV�ZHUH�PRVW�
OLNHO\�EXULHG�FORVH�WR�WKH�JLEEHW��$V�ZLWK�WKH�JDOORZV�LQ�7DOOLQQ��WKH�JLEEHW�LQ�7DUWX�PD\�
KDYH�KDG�D�VWRQHZRUN�EDVH��

'XULQJ� WKH�SUHOLPLQDU\� VWXGLHV� RQ� WKH�*DOORZV�+LOO� LQ�7DUWX��QR� FRQVWUXFWLRQV�
RU�ÀQGV�ZHUH�IRXQG�WKDW�ZRXOG�GLUHFWO\�LQGLFDWH�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�0HGLHYDO�DQG�(DUO\�
0RGHUQ�H[HFXWLRQ�VLWH��7KH�GLVFRYHUHG�EULFN�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��FHUDPLFV�DQG�FRLQV�LQGLFDWH�
DQ�DFWLYH�XVH�RI�WKH�KLOO�DW�WKH�HQG�RI���WK�FHQWXU\�DQG���WK�²���WK�FHQWXULHV��ZKHQ�D�
ZLQGPLOO�VWRRG�RQ�WKH�KLOO��1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�ÀHOGVWRQHV�DQG�SRVWKROHV�GLVFRYHUHG�RQ�
WKH�KLOO�PD\�UHIHU�WR�WKH�ZRRGHQ�JDOORZV�GHSLFWHG�RQ�WKH���WK�²���WK�FHQWXU\�FLW\�SODQV��
7KH���WK�²���WK�FHQWXU\�EURRFKHV�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�EURXJKW�WKHUH�ZLWK�WKH�VRLO�IURP�D�
QHDUE\�FHPHWHU\��6LQFH�WKH�DUHD�RI�WKH�JDOORZV�KLOO�ZDV�QRW�IXOO\�H[FDYDWHG��LW�FDQQRW�
EH�GHWHUPLQHG�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WKHUH�ZHUH�ZDOOHG�JDOORZV�RQ�WKH�PRXQG��

7KH�7DUWX�*DOORZV�+LOO�UHTXLUHV�IXUWKHU�VWXGLHV�WR�JLYH�XV�PRUH�FODULW\�DERXW�WKH�
QDWXUH�RI�WKH�SODFH��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��VWXGLHV�FDUULHG�RXW�QHDU�WKH�KLOO�FRXOG�KHOS�XV�ÀQG�WKH�
PHGLHYDO�H[HFXWLRQ�VLWH�DQG�LWV�DVVRFLDWHG�FHPHWHU\��
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9LLPDVHO�DMDO�RQ�NHVN��MD�YDUDXXVDHJVHWH�KXNNDPLVSDLNDGH�DUKHRORRJLOLQH�XXULPLQH�KRRJXVWXQXG�PLWPHO�
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