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in May 2011 a primitive copper imitation 
RI�D�*HUPDQ�GHQDU� �)LJ�����ZDV� IRXQG�E\�
5HQH�9LQNOHU�LQ�D�UHFHQWO\�SORXJKHG�ÀHOG�
in the village of linnakse (central part of 
harjumaa, Anija municipality, former par-
ish of harju-Jaani) using a metal detector. 
the discoverer also handed over pottery, 
ÀUHVWRQH�� VRPH�EURQ]H� DQG� LURQ� DUWHIDFWV�
etc. (Fig. 2). the artefacts bear marks of 
LQWHQWLRQDO� GDPDJH� RU� ÀUH� GHIRUPDWLRQ��
Preliminary archaeological investigations 
FRQÀUPHG� WKH� GLVFRYHU\� RI� WKH� UHPDLQV�
of a late iron Age cemetery (linnakse 
,,���ZKLFK�KDG�EHHQ�GLVWXUEHG�E\�D�KLVWRULFDO�SHULRG�VHWWOHPHQW��)LJ�����.LXGVRR��������,Q� 
August 2010 another cemetery (linnakse i) and a late Viking Age hoard (tpq�������ZDV�
also brought to light in the village of linnakse (tamla et al.�������.LXGVRR�	�5XVVRZ��������

7KH�FRLQ�LPLWDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�JUDYH�RI�/LQQDNVH��,,��PD\�EH�GHVFULEHG�DV�IROORZV��
one side of this copper object depicts a cross, the other side bears a building or 
alike; the legend is absolutely inconsequent and illegible; it is neither pierced nor 
IXUQLVKHG�ZLWK�D�ORRS�

5HFHQWO\�DQDORJLHV�WR� WKLV�FRDUVH�FRSSHU�FRLQ� LPLWDWLRQV�ZHUH�NQRZQ�RQO\� IURP�
/DWYLD�� ZKHUH� ��� VXFK� VSHFLPHQV�� ZKLFK� KDG� EHHQ� RULJLQDOO\� VLOYHU�FRDWHG�� KDG�
EHHQ� GLVFRYHUHG� E\� WKH� \HDU� ������ &RLQ� LPLWDWLRQV� KDYH� EHHQ� IRXQG� IURP� ��� /DW-
YLDQ� VLWHV�� HLJKW� FHPHWHULHV� DQG� ÀYH� VHWWOHPHQW� VLWHV� RU� KLOO� IRUWV�� ��� VSHFLPHQV�
DUH� WKH� LPLWDWLRQV�RI�*HUPDQ�DQG� WKUHH�RI�$QJOR�6D[RQ� FRLQV� �%HUJD���������������� 
Although absolutely identical specimens have not been discovered so far, an example  
IURP�/DWYLD��%HUJD�������$EE������UHVHPEOHV�WKH�/LQQDNVH�LPLWDWLRQ��7KH�/DWYLDQ�ÀQGV�
PRVWO\�FRPH�IURP�WKH�/LYV·�VLWHV�RQ�WKH�ORZHU�UHDFKHV�RI�'DXJDYD�DQG�XSSHU�UHDFKHV�RI�
*DXMD�5LYHUV��6LQFH����VXFK�FRLQV���������KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG�IURP�WKH�'DXJPDOH�KLOO�IRUW�
and the laukskola cemetery on the opposite bank, the latvian numismatist tatjana 
%HUJD�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�PRVW�OLNHO\�SODFH�RI�WKHLU�PLQWLQJ�ZDV�'DXJPDOH��ZKLFK�ZDV�
also the most important trading and craft centre of the livs in the 10th–12th centuries 
�%HUJD���������²�������������²������

Fig. 1.   Imitation of a German denar from the grave of 
Linnakse (II).

Jn 1.      Saksa denaari jäljendus Linnakse (II) kalmest.
Photo / Foto: Mauri Kiudsoo
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Fig. 2.   Artefacts from the village of Linnakse, Anija municipality.
Jn 2.      Leiud Anija valla Linnakse küla maadelt.
(AI 7025: 1–13.)
Photo / Foto: Mauri Kiudsoo
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'DXJPDOH�SURWR�WRZQ�VHWWOHPHQW����KD��ZDV�ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�OHIW�EDQN�RI�WKH�5LYHU�
daugava, 22 km from the Baltic sea, and consisted of a hill fort, settlements, harbour 
DQG�WZR�ÁDW�FHPHWHULHV��9DVNV������������2Q�WKH�RWKHU�EDQN�RI�WKH�ULYHU��MXVW�RSSRVLWH�
WKH�'DXJPDOH�KLOO� IRUW�� OLHV�6DODVSLOV�/DXNVNROD�JURXS�RI�VLWHV��WZR�ELJ�VHWWOHPHQWV��
DQG�D�SUH�&KULVWLDQ�ÁDW�FHPHWHU\�RI�/LYV��FRYHULQJ�DQ�DUHD�RI�DERXW���KD�EHWZHHQ�WKHP�
(ZariƇD��������²����%HVLGHV�WKUHH�KRDUGV��'XFPDQH�	�2]ROLƇD�������QRV���²�����PRUH�
WKDQ�����VHSDUDWH� FRLQV��ZKLFK� LV� WKH� ODUJHVW�QXPEHU� LQ� WKH�(DVWHUQ�%DOWLF� RI� WKDW�
period, have been found from the daugmale-laukskola sites (Berga 1994; 2006). the 
ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�FRLQ�ÀQGV�IURP�WKHVH�PRQXPHQWV�WHVWLÀHV�WR�WKH�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�HFRQRPLF�
GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�'DXJDYD�/LYV��%HUJD�������������

1RZDGD\V��DW�OHDVW�ÀYH�VSHFLPHQV�UHVHPEOLQJ�FRLQ�LPLWDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�/LYV·�VLWHV�
�'DXJPDOH"��FDQ�EH�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�DPRQJ�WKH�QXPLVPDWLF�PDWHULDO� IURP�(VWRQLD�� 
%HVLGHV� WKH� H[FHSWLRQDO�KRDUG� RI�6DYDVWYHUH� LQ�1RUWK�7DUWXPDD��ZKLFK� LQFOXGHV� 

Fig. 3.   Part of the map from 1691 compiled by J. Gedhardt with the find area.
Jn 3.      Osa J. Gedhardti poolt 1691. a koostatud kaardist markeeritud leiupiirkonnaga. 
(EAA 1-2-C-III-47.)
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WZR�VXFK�VSHFLPHQV��LQ�QHFNODFH"���.LXGVRR���������²�����WKUHH�VHSDUDWH�H[DPSOHV�²� 
Alansi (kiudsoo 2004, 201), tammiku (kiudsoo 2009, 210–211) and linnakse –  
have come to light in the territory of today’s harjumaa. these imitations suggest  
D�ZLGHU�GLVWULEXWLRQ�DUHD�RI� WKH� FRLQV�PDGH�E\� WKH�/LYV·� MHZHOOHUV� WKDQ�KDV�EHHQ� 
presumed so far.

7KH�GDWLQJ�RI�FRSSHU�LPLWDWLRQV�KDV�EHHQ�SDUWLFXODUO\�GLIÀFXOW�EHFDXVH�QRQH�RI�WKH�
latvian specimens have been discovered in a hoard. Unfortunately the vague dating 
RI�WKH�6DYDVWYHUH�ÀQG�FRPSOH[�IURP�1RUWK�7DUWXPDD�LV�RI�OLWWOH�KHOS�LQ�VSHFLI\LQJ�WKH�
dating of coin imitations. since the artefact types in the hoard of savastvere are dated 
to a very long period from the 11th–13th centuries, it is almost impossible to determine 
WKH�H[DFW�GDWH�RI�WKH�GHSRVLWLQJ�RI�WKLV�KRDUG��.LXGVRR������������

,Q�/DWYLD�WKH�FRLQ�LPLWDWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�RWKHU�FRLQV�RQO\�LQ� 
D�IHZ�FDVHV��6LQFH�WKRVH�FRLQV�PRVWO\�GDWH�IURP�WKH�ÀUVW�KDOI�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��%HUJD�
KDV�H[SUHVVHG�DQ�RSLQLRQ�WKDW�WKRVH�FRSSHU�REMHFWV�ZHUH�QRW�PLQWHG�EHIRUH�WKH�VHFRQG�
KDOI�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��%HUJD������������,W�LV�YHU\�GLIÀFXOW�WR�GHÀQH�WKH�PD[LPXP�
length of time of making these coin imitations, because even estonian hoards from 
the third quarter of the 12th century mostly consist of west-european pennies of the  
��WK�FHQWXU\��ZKHUHDV�WKH�ÀQG�FRPSOH[HV�DUH�GDWHG�E\�VLQJOH�ODWHU�FRLQV��VHH�0ROY}JLQ�
������QRV���²�����$V�VRPH�LPLWDWLRQV�IURP�(VWRQLD�DQG�/DWYLD�GHSLFWLQJ�FKDUDFWHULV-
WLF�HOHPHQWV�RI�SUHVXPDEOH�)ULVLDQ�FRLQV��ZKLFK�DSSHDU�DW� OHDVW� LQ�(VWRQLDQ�KRDUGV� 
DIWHU�WKH�����V��/HLPXV�	�0ROY}JLQ���������²����/HLPXV�����������DQG�GLVDSSHDU�YHU\�
TXLFNO\��ZH�PD\�SUHVXPH��WKDW�WKRVH�SHQGDQWV�ZHUH�VWUXFN�RQO\�LQ����������V��

the fact that absolutely identical specimens have not been discovered, neither 
IURP�/DWYLD�QRU�IURP�(VWRQLD��VHHPV�UHPDUNDEOH��%HUJD�����������.LXGVRR������������
7KHUHIRUH�� ,� FDQQRW� DJUHH�ZLWK� WKH� RSLQLRQ� WKDW� WKH� LQKDELWDQWV� RI�'DXJPDOH� WULHG�
WR�LQWURGXFH�WKHLU�RZQ�FXUUHQF\�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��%HUJD�������� 
the absence of such copper coin imitations in hoards is also quite comprehensible – 
WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�D�FXUUHQF\�RI�WKH�)LQDO�,URQ�$JH�EXW�MXVW�¶IDVKLRQDEOH·�RUQDPHQWV�PDGH�
by the livs’ craftsmen. 
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������DDVWD�PDLV�OHLWL�+DUMXPDDOW�$QLMD�YDOODVW�/LQQDNVH�N�ODVW�PHWDOOLGHWHNWRUL�DELO�VDNVD�GHQDDUL�DOJHOLQH�
LPLWDWVLRRQ��PLOOH��KHO�N�OMHO�NXMXWDWDNVH�ULVWL��WHLVHO�DJD�KRRQHW�YPV��MQ�����0�QGLMlOMHQGLJD�NRRV�DYDVWDWXG�
HVHPHG��MQ����QLQJ�OHLXNRKD��MQ����HVLDOJVHG�DUKHRORRJLOLVHG�XXULQJXG�RVXWDVLG�PXLQDVDMD�O}SXVDMDQGLWHVW�
SlULQHYDOH�S}OHWXVPDWXVWHJD�NDOPHOH�

5REXVWVHV�WHKQLNDV�YDOPLVWDWXG�YDVHVW�LPLWDWVLRRQLOH�ROL�YHHO��VQD�KLOMXWL�WHDGD�SDUDOOHHOH��NVQHV�/lWLVW��
NXV�������D�VHLVXJD�ROL�DYDVWDWXG����WDROLVW�HNVHPSODUL��/lWL�OHLXG�SlULQHYDG�SHDPLVHOW�9lLQD�DODP��MD�.RLYD�
�OHPMRRNVX�OLLYODVWH�PXLVWLVWHOW�QLQJ�QHQGH�W}HQlROLVHLPD�YDOPLVWDPLVNRKDQD�RQ�YlOMD�SDNXWXG�'DXJPDOHW�

+HWNH�VHLVXJD�RQ�ND�(HVWL�OHLXPDWHUMDOLV�UHJLVWUHHULWXG�MXED�YlKHPDOW�YLLV�QQ�OLLYL�W��SL�P�QGLLPLWDWVLRRQL��
-lWWHV�N}UYDOH�HUDQGOLNX�6DYDVWYHUH�SHLWOHLX�3}KMD�7DUWXPDDOW��PLV�VLVDOGDE�NDKW�WDROLVW�YHUPLQJXW��RQ��OH�
MllQXG�NROP�HNVHPSODUL�WXOQXG�SlHYDYDOJHOH�WlQDSlHYD�+DUMXPDD�WHUULWRRULXPLOW��1LL�$ODQVL��7DPPLNX�NXL�ND�
/LQQDNVH�P�QGLMlOMHQGLG�OXEDYDG�ROHWDGD�QHQGH�HVHPHWH�ODLHPDW�OHYLNXDOD�NXL�YDUHP�DUYDWL�

9DVHVW�P�QGLMlOMHQGLWH�GDWHHULPLQH�RQ�ROQXG� UDVNHQGDWXG�SHDDVMDOLNXOW� VHHW}WWX�� HW�PLWWH��NVNL�/lWL� 
HNVHPSODULGHVW�SROH�DYDVWDWXG�DDUGHOHLGXGHVW��.XQD�DJD�/lWLV�RQ�P�QGLLPLWDWVLRRQLGHJD�NRRV�OHLWXG�P}QLQ�
JDWHO�SXKNXGHO�ND�����VDM�HVLPHVH�SRROH��NVLNP�QWH��VLLV�RQ�DUYDWXG��HW�QHLG�MlOMHQGHLG�HL�YDOPLVWDWXG�HQQH�
����VDM�WHLVW�SRROW��9lJD�UDVNH�RQ�PllUDWOHGD�YHUPLQJXWH�YDOPLVWDPLVDMD��OHPSLLUL��1LPHOW�NRRVQHYDG�(HVWL�
����VDM�NROPDQGD�YHHUDQGL�DDUGHOHLXGNL�YHHO�YDOGDYDOW�����VDM�/llQH�(XURRSD�SHQQLGHVW�MD�OHLXNRPSOHNVH�
GDWHHULYDG�YDLG��NVLNXG�XXHPDG�P�QGLG��.XQD�RVD�/lWLVW�MD�(HVWLVW�DYDVWDWXG�HNVHPSODULGHVW�NXMXWDYDG�
HQGDVW�)ULLVL�P�QWLGH�MlOMHQGHLG��VLLV�Y}LPH�ROHWDGD��HW�WDROLVL�HVPHLG�YDOPLVWDWLJL��NVQHV����������DDVWDWHO��
1LPHOW�NDRYDG�������DDVWDWHO�PHLH�DDUHWHVVH�LOPXYDG�IULLVL�P�QGLG�VLLQVHVW�UDKDULQJOXVHVW�YlJD�UXWWX�

7lKHOHSDQXYllUQH� RQ�DJD� IDNW�� HW� VLLDQL� SROH� HL�/lWL� HJD�(HVWL� DUKHRORRJLOLVHV� OHLXDLQHVHV��NVWHLVHJD�
WlLHVWL�LGHQWVHLG�YHUPLQJXLG��6HHW}WWX�HL�VDD�ND�Q}XVWXGD�VHLVXNRKDJD��HW�'DXJPDOHV�S��WL�YDOPLVWDGD� 
����VDM�WHLVHO�SRROHO�RPD�UDKD��7DROLVWH�YDVHVW�P�QGLMlOMHQGLWH�SXXGXPLQH�DDUGHOHLGXGHV�RQ�WlLHVWL�DUXVDDGDY��
(L�ROH�MX�QHQGH�QlRO�WHJHPLVW�YLLNLQJLDHJVHWH�PDNVHYDKHQGLJD��YDLG�HHON}LJH�LNNDJL�OllQHPHUHVRRPH�NlVL-
W||OLVWH�WRRGHWXG�ÅPRRGVDWH´�HKHWHJD��
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