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INTRODUCTION
6PDOO�VFDOH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�H[FDYDWLRQV�DW�/lKWH�3DODOLQQD�KLOO�IRUW��ZHUH�FDUULHG�RXW�GXULQJ�
��WK²��WK�RI�-XO\������LQ�FR�RSHUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7DUWX�DQG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�
+HULWDJH�%RDUG��3DMXVWH�	�9HOGL��������7KH�PDLQ�DLP�RI�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQ�ZDV�WR�VWXG\�WKH�
FURVV�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�KLOO�IRUW·V�UDPSDUW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JDWKHU�UDGLRFDUERQ�VDPSOHV�IRU�GDWLQJ�GLI�
IHUHQW�OD\HUV�RI�KXPDQ�DFWLYLW\�RQ�WKH�KLOO�IRUW�

LOCATION OF THE SITE AND PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS
/lKWH�3DODOLQQD�KLOO�IRUW�LV�ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�VRXWK�HDVWHUQ�HGJH�RI�WKH�9RRUHPDD�ODQGVFDSH�
UHJLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�D�YHU\�GLVWLQFWLYH�DUHD�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�PRUDLQH�REORQJ�GUXPOLQV�DQG�ORQJ�
ODNHV��$UROG�������������7KH�KLOO�IRUW�LV�VLWXDWHG�RQ�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�6RRWDJD�GUXPOLQ�����P��
D��V��O����ZKLFK�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW�SRLQW�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��)LJ������1H[W�WR�WKH�KLOO�IRUW�LQ�QRUWK�ZHVW�
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Fig. 1. Location of the Lähte Palalinna hill fort on the photomap of the Estonian Land Board.
Jn 1.   Lähte Palalinna linnuse asupaik Maa-ameti fotokaardil. 
Drawing / Joonis: Martti Veldi
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OLHV�DQ�ROG�JUDYHO�TXDUU\��ZKLFK�DIWHU�DEDQGRQPHQW�ZDV�WXUQHG�LQWR�DQ�DUWLÀFLDO�ODNH��,Q�
WKUHH�RWKHU�GLUHFWLRQV�WKH�KLOO�IRUW�LV�VXUURXQGHG�E\�FXOWLYDWHG�ÀHOGV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�FXUUHQW�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�WKH�KLOO�IRUW�LV�VLWXDWHG�LQ�6RRWDJD�YLOODJH��7DUWX�PXQLFLSDOLW\��7DUWX�&RXQ�
W\��+LVWRULFDOO\�WKH�YLOODJH�EHORQJHG�WR�WKH�6RRWDJD�PDQRU�LQ�WKH�bNVL�SDULVK��)LJ�����

7KH�SODWHDX�RI�WKH�KLOO�IRUW�LV�TXLWH�VPDOO�LQ�VL]H��PHDVXULQJ�RQO\����P�LQ�OHQJWK�
DQG����P�LQ�ZLGWK��PDNLQJ�LW�VOLJKWO\�RYDO�ZLWK�WKH�VTXDUH�PHDVXUH�RI�WKH�SODWHDX�DS�
SUR[LPDWHO\�����P���)URP�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�VLGH�WKH�KLOO�IRUW�LV�VHSDUDWHG�IURP�WKH�UHVW�RI�
WKH�GUXPOLQ�E\�D�PDQ�PDGH�GLWFK�PHDVXULQJ�����P�LQ�GHSWK��DQG�E\�D�VPDOO�UDPSDUW�RI�
����P�LQ�KHLJKW��7KH�UDPSDUW�KDV�EHHQ�EXLOW�RQO\�RQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�VLGH�RI�WKH�SODWHDX��
WKH�QRUWKHUQ�VORSH�RI�WKH�KLOO�IRUW�KDV�MXVW�EHHQ�VWHHSHQHG�ZLWK�D�ORZ�GLWFK�RQ�WKH�IRRW�
RI�WKH�KLOO��7}QLVVRQ������������

7KH�bNVL�SDULVK�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�DQWLTXLWLHV�FRPSLOHG�LQ������UHFRUGV�WKDW�KXPDQ�
ERQHV�ZHUH�GLVFRYHUHG�IURP�WKH�IRRW�RI�WKH�QRUWK�ZHVWHUQ�VORSH�RI�WKH�KLOO�IRUW�ZKLOH�GLJ�
JLQJ�IRU�JUDYHO��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�ORFDO�RUDO�WUDGLWLRQ�JDWKHUHG�LQ������WKH�KLOO�IRUW�KDG�EHHQ�
H[FDYDWHG�VHYHUDO�WLPHV��EXW�QRWKLQJ�KDG�EHHQ�IRXQG��-�UJHQV���������²����
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Fig. 2. Location of the site on a historic map from 1895. 
Jn 2.   Muistise asupaik 1895. a kaardil. 
(EAA 2623-1-2038.)
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Fig. 3.   Location of the trench and trial pits. 
Jn 3.      Kaevandi ja proovišurfide asupaik. 
Drawing / Joonis: Martti Veldi
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/lKWH�3DODOLQQD�KLOO�IRUW�KDV�SUHYLRXVO\�EHHQ�DUFKDHRORJLFDOO\�H[FDYDWHG�RQO\�RQFH�
E\�$LWD�.XVWLQ� DQG�+DUUL�0RRUD� LQ� ����� �.XVWLQ� �������0RRUD� DQG�.XVWLQ� FDUULHG�
RXW�VPDOO�SUHOLPLQDU\�H[FDYDWLRQV�DQG�GLVFRYHUHG�D�IHZ�SLHFHV�RI�KDQG�PDGH�SRWWHU\��
VLPLODU�WR�5}XJH�W\SH�FHUDPLFV��0RRUD������������,Q������GXULQJ�D�ODQGVFDSH�VXUYH\�
DUFKDHRORJLVW�+HLNL�9DON�IRXQG�VRPH�VKDUGV�RI�KDQG�PDGH�SRWWHU\��DQG�D�EURQ]H�SHQ�
DQQXODU�EURRFK�ZLWK�UROOHG�WHUPLQDOV��IURP�WKH�FXOWLYDWHG�ÀHOG�ZHVW�IURP�WKH�KLOO�IRUW��
7KH�ÀHOG�UHSRUW�VWDWHV�WKDW�WKH�FXOWXUDO�OD\HU�ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�WKLQ�DQG�WKH�ÀQGV�ZHUH�
JDWKHUHG�DIWHU�WKRURXJK�VHDUFKLQJ��9DON��������²���

EXCAVATIONS IN 2010 
7KH�PDLQ�DLP�RI� WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO� LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�H[HFXWHG� LQ������ZDV� WR�REWDLQ� ��&�
VDPSOHV�IRU�GDWLQJ�WKH�XVDJH�VSDQ�RI�WKH�KLOO�IRUW��DQG�DOVR�WR�JDWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�
WKH�OD\HUV�LQ�WKH�FURVV�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�KLOO�IRUW·V�UDPSDUW��7KH�H[FDYDWLRQ�WUHQFK�RI����P�LQ�
OHQJWK�DQG���P�LQ�ZLGWK�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�RYHU�WKH�VRXWK�ZHVWHUQ�UDPSDUW�VSDQQLQJ�IURP�
WKH�UDPSDUW�GLWFK�WR�WKH�SODWHDX�RI�WKH�KLOO�IRUW��)LJ������,Q�RUGHU�WR�VWXG\�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�
WKH�FXOWXUDO�OD\HU�RQ�WKH�KLOO�IRUW����WULDO�SLWV�ZHUH�GXJ�DFURVV�WKH�SODWHDX�

7KH�FURVV�VHFWLRQ��)LJ�����RI�WKH�KLOO�IRUW·V�UDPSDUW�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�WKH�XSSHU�KRUL]RQV�RI�
WKH�FXOWXUDO�OD\HU�ZHUH�IDLUO\�PL[HG��UHIHUULQJ�WKDW�WKH�SODWHDX�KDG�EHHQ�SUHYLRXVO\�FXOWLYDW�
HG��$OO�WRJHWKHU�VL[�GLIIHUHQW�OD\HUV�ZHUH�GLVWLQJXLVKHG��8QGHU�WKH�WXUI�OD\HU�D���²���FP�WKLFN�
EURZQLVK�JUD\�DQG�VOLJKWO\�VDQG\�FXOWXUDO�OD\HU��)LJ��������ZDV�UHYHDOHG��7KH�FXOWXUDO�OD\HU�
FRQWDLQHG�PL[HG�ÀQGV�LQFOXGLQJ�KDQG�PDGH�SRWWHU\�DQG�SLHFHV�RI�PRGHUQ�JODVV��&ORVH�WR�WKH�
LQQHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�UDPSDUW�VHYHUDO�VHWV�RI�EXUQW�VWRQHV�ZHUH�GLVFRYHUHG��8QIRUWXQDWHO\�WKH�
VWRQHV�ZHUH�QRW�SDUW�RI�WKH�UDPSDUW�FRQVWUXFWLRQV��EXW�D�PRGHUQ�WLPH�FDPSLQJ�VLWH��,Q�WZR��
SODFHV�WKH�OD\HU�FRQWDLQHG�GXJ�LQ�SLWV��)LJ������D���E���ZKLFK�ZHUH�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�SLHFHV�RI�FKDU�
FRDO��DQG�DJDLQ�ZLWK�PL[HG�ÀQGV�IURP�WKH�SUHKLVWRU\�DQG�PRGHUQ�WLPHV��7KH�GXJ�LQ�SLW��D�
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ZDV�DOPRVW����FP�GHHS��'LUHFWO\�XQGHU�LW�D�WKLQ���²��FP��OD\HU�RI�VRRW\�JUD\�VDQG��)LJ���������
H[WHQGLQJ�XQGHU�WKH�UDPSDUW�ZDV�UHYHDOHG��,W�VHHPHG�WKDW�WKH�OD\HU�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�SDUW�
RI�WKH�FXOWXUDO�OD\HU��ZKLFK�ZDV�LQ�LWV�RULJLQDO�ORFDWLRQ��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�D���&�VDPSOH�ZDV�
REWDLQHG�IURP�LW��2Q�WKH�KLJKHVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�UDPSDUW�XQGHU�WKH�PL[HG�FXOWXUDO�OD\HU�WZR�
GLIIHUHQW�OD\HUV�RI�VDQG��)LJ������������UHVSHFWLYHO\�\HOORZ�DQG�UHG�LQ�FRORU��ZHUH�XQHDUWKHG��
7KH\�ZHUH�H[FDYDWHG�DV�VHSDUDWH�XQLWV�DQG�FRQWDLQHG�QR�ÀQGV��7KH�YLUJLQ�OD\HU��)LJ���������
XQGHU�WKH�UDPSDUW�ZDV�UHDFKHG�DW�WKH�GHSWK�RI�DERXW�����FP�IURP�WKH�RULJLQDO�JURXQG�
OHYHO��LQ�WKH�QRUWK�HDVWHUQ�HQG�RI�WKH�WUHQFK�RQ�WKH�KLOO�IRUW·V�SODWHDX�WKH�YLUJLQ�OD\HU�ZDV�
UHYHDOHG�DOUHDG\����FP�GHHS�IURP�WKH�JURXQG�

7KH����WULDO�SLWV��)LJ�����GXJ�DFURVV�WKH�KLOO�IRUW·V�SODWHDX�JDYH�HYLGHQFH�RI�D�PL[HG�
FXOWXUDO�OD\HU�SRRU�LQ�ÀQGV��$OO�WKH�SLWV�ZHUH�TXLWH�VLPLODU�UHYHDOLQJ���²���FP�RI�EURZQLVK�
JUD\�DQG�VOLJKWO\�VDQG\�FXOWXUDO�OD\HU��)URP�WKH����WULDO�SLWV�RQO\���SLHFHV�RI�KDQG�PDGH�
SRWWHU\�ZHUH�IRXQG�DOO�WRJHWKHU�

FINDS AND 14C ANALYSES
7KH�DPRXQW�RI�ÀQGV��IURP�WKH�KLOO�IRUW�WUHQFK�ZDV�UHODWLYHO\�VPDOO��RQO\����LWHPV�RI�
DUWLIDFWV�DQG����LWHPV�RI�DQLPDO�ERQHV��0RVW�RI�WKH�ÀQGV�FRQVLVWHG�RI�KDQG�PDGH�SRW�
WHU\�VKDUGV��LQFOXGLQJ�SLHFHV�RI�5}XJH�W\SH�FHUDPLFV���RQH�VKDUG�RI�SRWWHU\�ZLWK�OLQH�
RUQDPHQW��ZDV�DOVR�GLVFRYHUHG��7KH�SRWWHU\�IRXQG�ZDV�H[FOXVLYHO\�HLWKHU�SUHKLVWRULF�
RU�PRGHUQ�� QR�PHGLHYDO�ZKHHO�WKURZQ� SRWWHU\�ZDV�
XQHDUWKHG��7KH�EXON�RI�WKH�ÀQGV�ZDV�JDWKHUHG�IURP�
WKH�PL[HG� EURZQLVK� JUD\� FXOWXUDO� OD\HU�� DQG� IURP�
WKH�GXJ�LQ�SLW��D��2WKHU� OD\HUV�ZHUH�YHU\�VFDUFH� LQ�
ÀQGV��+RZHYHU��WKH�PRVW�LQWHUHVWLQJ�ÀQG�ZDV�D�ERZO�
RI�D�VWXE�VWHPPHG�SLSH��)LJ�����GDWHG�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�
WKH���WK�RU�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��

'XULQJ�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQV�WKUHH�UDGLRFDUERQ�VDP�
SOHV�ZHUH�WDNHQ��)LJ������WZR��IURP�GLIIHUHQW�KHLJKWV�
RI� WKH� GXJ�LQ� SLW� �D� DQG� RQH�� IURP� WKH� VRRW\� JUD\�
OD\HU�XQGHU� WKH� UDPSDUW·V� ÀOO�� 6XUSULVLQJO\� DOO� WKH�

Fig. 5. Fragment of a stub-stemmed pipe. 
Jn 5.   Manšettpiibu fragment. 
(TÜ 1839: 15.)
Photo / Foto: Viire Pajuste
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Fig. 4.   Cross-section of the rampart. 1 – turf layer, 2 – brownish gray cultural layer,  
2a & 2b – dug-in pits, 3 – red sand, 4 – yellow sand, 5 – sooty sand, 6 – virgin layer. 

Jn 4.     Linnuse valli läbilõige. 1 – mättakiht, 2 – pruunikashall kultuurkiht, 2a & 2b – sisse-
kaeved, 3 – punane liiv, 4 – kollane liiv, 5 – söene liiv, 6 – looduslik põhi.

Drawing / Joonis: Martti Veldi
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Fig. 6.   Radiocarbon samples from the rampart. 
Jn 6.     Radiosüsiniku proovid linnuse vallist.
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(QDPXV�OHLGXGHVW�NRRVQHV�NlVLNHUDDPLNDVW��PLOOH�
KXOJDV�Y}LV�HULVWDGD�ND�5}XJH�W��SL�NHUDDPLND�
NLOGH��NHVNDHJVHW�NHGUDNHUDDPLNDW�HL�OHLWXG��+XYL��
WDYDPDNV�OHLXNV�Y}LNV�SLGDGD�����VDM�O}SSX�Y}L��
����VDM�DOJXVHVVH�GDWHHULWXG�PDQãHWWSLLEX�NDWNHW�
�MQ�����8XULQJXWH�NlLJXV�Y}HWXG�NROP�UDGLRV�VLQL�
NXSURRYL� �MQ� ��� MlLG� NDOLEUHHULWXOW� DMDYDKHPLNNX�
���²����S.U��9DKHWXOW�OLQQXVH�YDOOL�DOW�VHJDPDWD�
NXOWXXUNLKLVW� VDDGXG�V|HSURRY�DQGLV� WXOHPXVHNV�
���²���� S.U�� /LQQXVH� }XHDODOH� UDMDWXG� ��� ãXU�
ÀVW� VDDGL� OHLGXGHQD�YDLG���NlVLNHUDDPLND�NLOGX��
8XULQJXG�QlLWDVLG��HW�/lKWH�3DODOLQQD�OLQQXV�ROL�
Q}UJD�MD�OHLXYDHVH�NXOWXXUNLKLJD�QLQJ�VHOOH�NDVX�
WXVDHJ�MlL�YLLNLQJLDHJD�
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