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INTRODUCTION
,Q�DXWXPQ�DQG�ZLQWHU������DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VDOYDJH�H[FDYDWLRQV�ZHUH�FDUULHG�RXW�LQ�WKH�
$UDQN�OD�YLOODJH��5DSOD�SDULVK��LQ�WKH�&RXQW\�RI�5DSODPDD��$�SUHYLRXVO\�QRW�NQRZQ�
HDUO\�PRGHUQ�SLW�JUDYH�FHPHWHU\�ZDV�GLVFRYHUHG�GXULQJ�WKH�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZRUN�FDU�
ULHG�RXW�DW�WKH�FURVVLQJ�RI�WKH�7DOOLQQ²5DSOD��URDG�1R������DQG�$UDQN�OD²-XXUX�URDG�
�7���������)LJV��²�����6RPH�KXPDQ�VNHOHWRQV�KDG�EHHQ�GLVFRYHUHG�E\�WKH�URDG�EXLOGHUV�
DQG�WKH�ZRUN�ZDV�VWRSSHG�IRU�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV��7KH�VLWH�ZDV�NQRZQ�E\�OR�
FDO�LQKDELWDQWV�DV�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�VRPH�SHRSOH�KDG�EHHQ�EXULHG�GXULQJ�WKH�:RUOG�:DU�,,��
,QVSHFWLRQ�E\�ORFDO�SROLFH�RIÀFLDOV�EURXJKW�WR�OLJKW�VRPH�6RYLHW�5HG�$UP\�HTXLSPHQW��
EXW�DUFKDHRORJLVW�$UPLQ�5XGL��5DSODPDD�FRXQW\� LQVSHFWRU�RI� WKH�1DWLRQDO�+HULWDJH�
%RDUG��DOVR�IRXQG�D�JODVV�EHDG�ZKLFK�KLQWHG�DW�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�YLOODJH�FHPHWHU\�GDWLQJ��
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��9LOODJH�FHPHWHULHV�RI�1RUWK�(VWRQLD�KDYH�EHHQ�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�D�GLSORPD�WKHVLV�FRPSLOHG�E\�$LQ�/DYL�LQ��������
���/DYL�������

Fig. 1.   Aranküla burial site before the salvage excavations in October 2009 after the road works were   
stopped and police inspected the site. Discovered burials are marked by pegs. View from the north.

Jn 1.      Aranküla kalmistu ala päästekaevamiste eel 2009. a oktoobris pärast teetööde katkestamist ja 
politseiuuringuid. Tikud tähistavad tuvastatud matuseid. Vaade põhjast.

Photo / Foto: Villu Kadakas
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IURP�WKH���WK²��WK�FHQWXULHV��'XULQJ�SUHOLPLQDU\�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�LQ�ODWH�
2FWREHU������VRPH�PRUH�JODVV�EHDGV����WK�FHQWXU\�6ZHGLVK�FRSSHU�FRLQV�DQG�VRPH�VLO�
YHU�EURRFKHV�ZHUH�IRXQG�DQG�DW�OHDVW����KXPDQ�EXULDOV�LQ�WKLV�HDUO\�PRGHUQ�FHPHWHU\�
ZHUH�LGHQWLÀHG��

$V�WKH�VXJJHVWLRQV�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�URDG�IRU�VDYLQJ�WKH�FHPHWHU\�IDLOHG��
DQG�WKH�EXULDOV�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�SUHVHUYHG�EHQHDWK�WKH�QHZ�URDG��LW�ZDV�GHFLGHG�WKDW�DOO�
WKH�EXULDOV�LQ�WKH�QHZ�URDG�DUHD�VKRXOG�EH�UHPRYHG�GXULQJ�H[WHQVLYH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�H[�
FDYDWLRQ��7KH�FHPHWHU\�KDV�SUREDEO\�H[WHQGHG�VOLJKWO\�QRUWKZDUGV�DQG�VRXWKZDUGV�IURP�
WKH�H[FDYDWHG�DUHD�DQG�WKRVH�EXULDOV�UHPDLQHG�XQWRXFKHG�E\�WKH�ZRUNV��7KH�SUHOLPLQDU\�
LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�ZHUH�ÀQDQFHG�E\� WKH�1DWLRQDO�+HULWDJH�%RDUG��DQG� WKH� VDOYDJH�H[FDYD�
WLRQV�E\�(VWRQLDQ�5RDG�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��7KH�DQWKURSRORJLFDO�VWXG\�RI�WKH�VNHOHWRQV�ZDV�
XQIRUWXQDWHO\�QRW�ÀQDQFHG��EXW�WKH�VNHOHWRQV�IURP�WKH�HDUO\�PRGHUQ�EXULDOV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�
DUWHIDFWV��ZLOO�EH�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�RI�+LVWRU\�RI�7DOOLQQ�8QLYHUVLW\��
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Fig. 2.    Situation plan of Aranküla cemetery.
Jn 2.      Aranküla kalmistu asendiplaan.
Drawing / Joonis: Villu Kadakas
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BURIALS FROM 
THE WORLD WAR II

5HPDLQV�RI�DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�VROGLHUV�ZKR�KDG�
EHHQ�ÀJKWLQJ�RQ�WKH�6RYLHW�VLGH�ZHUH�XQ�
FRYHUHG�LQ�D���²���FP�GHHS�SLW�GXJ�LQ�WKH�
VRXWK�ZHVWHUQ�HGJH�RI�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQ�DUHD��
�)LJ������7KH�LWHPV�IRXQG�ZLWK�WKH�EXULHG�
LQFOXGHG� SDUWV� RI� D�5XVVLDQ�0������ ULÁH�
FOHDQLQJ�NLW��D�5HG�$UP\�SHUVRQQHO�LGHQWL�
ÀFDWLRQ�FDVH�ZLWK�DQ�XQÀOOHG�ODEHO��VLQJOH�
5XVVLDQ�ULÁH�FDUWULGJHV��D�5HG�$UP\�DOX�
PLQLXP�VSRRQ��D�SUH�ZDU�6RYLHW����NRSHFN�
FRLQ��DQ�HQDPHO�FRYHUHG�%ULWLVK�$UP\�ÁDVN�
IURP�:RUOG�:DU�,,�SHULRG�HWF��7KH�VROGLHUV�
KDG�PRVW� SUREDEO\� IDOOHQ� GXULQJ� FODVKHV�
ZLWK�*HUPDQ�WURRSV�LQ�ODWH�$XJXVW������

VILLAGE CEMETERY 
7KH� HDUO\� PRGHUQ� FHPHWHU\� RI� $UDQN��
OD�KDV� EHHQ� VLWXDWHG� RQ� WKH� FURVVLQJV� RI�
WKH� 7DOOLQQ²5DSOD� URDG� DQG� D� VPDOOHU�
$UDQN�OD²-XXUX�URDG��)LJ������WR�WKH�HDVW�
RI�WKH�ÀUVW�DQG�WR�WKH�QRUWK�IURP�WKH�ODW�

5 m0

Fig. 3.    Plan of burials in Aranküla.
Jn 3.       Aranküla matuste plaan.
Drawing / Joonis: Villu Kadakas

WHU�� ,W�KDV�EHHQ�D�KLVWRULFDO� FURVVURDGV�ZKHUH�URDGV� IURP�7DOOLQQ�DQG�-XXUX�SDULVK�
FHQWUH�KDYH�PHW�WR�FRQWLQXH�VRXWK�ZHVW�WRZDUGV�WKH�5DSOD�SDULVK�FHQWUH��7KH�SODFH�IRU�
EXULDOV�KDG�EHHQ�FKRVHQ�RQ�WKH�VORSLQJ�VRXWK�ZHVWHUQ�HQG�RI�D�ORZ�ULGJH�RULHQWHG�LQ�
WKH�QRUWK�HDVWHUQ�²�VRXWK�ZHVWHUQ�GLUHFWLRQ��ZKLFK�IRUPV�WKH�QRUWKHUQPRVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�
DUDEOH�ODQGV�RI�WKH�$UDQN�OD�YLOODJH��7KH�EXULDOV�KDG�EHHQ�PDGH�LQWR�D�UDWKHU�VPDOO�
VDQG\�SDUW�RI�WKH�ULGJH��RWKHUZLVH�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�KDUG�WR�GLJ�JUDYHO��SUHVFULELQJ�D�QDWX�
UDO�ERUGHU�IRU�WKH�EXULDO�DUHD��2ULJLQDOO\�WKH�SODFH�URVH�VOLJKWO\�DERYH�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�
WHUUDLQ��WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�RI�KHLJKWV�ZDV�PRVW�UHPDUNDEOH�LQ�WKH�VRXWK�DQG�ZHVW�GLUHFWLRQV�
ZKHUH�WKH�ODQG�GURSV�DOPRVW�D�PHWHU�IURP�WKH�OHYHO�RI�WKH�FHPHWHU\�DUHD�

7KH�H[FDYDWLRQ�DUHD�ZLWK�EXULDOV�PHDVXUHG�FD������P���)LJV��²����7KH�XSSHU�OD\HU�
PHDVXULQJ�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�RQH�PHWHU�KDG�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�UHPRYHG�E\�WKH�URDG�EXLOGHUV�
ZKLFK�OHDG�WR�WKH�GLVFRYHU\�RI�VNHOHWRQV��OHDYLQJ�WKXV�WKH�DUHD�DOWHUHG�IURP�LWV�RULJLQDO�
VWDWH��)LJ������([FDYDWLRQV�UHYHDOHG�����EXULDOV�RU�WKHLU�SDUWV��$�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�WKHP�
ZHUH�SUHVHUYHG�SRRUO\��%RQHV�FROOHFWHG�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�GHWHUPLQHG��EXW�GHFLGLQJ�E\�WKH�
KHLJKW�RI�WKH�VNHOHWRQV��KDOI�RI�WKH�LQWDFW�EXULDOV�EHORQJHG�WR�FKLOGUHQ��7KH�EXULDOV�ZHUH�
PDGH�LQ�WKH�GHSWK�RI��²����P�EHQHDWK�WKH�RULJLQDO�JURXQG�VXUIDFH��*UDYHV�ZHUH�VLWX�
DWHG�PRUH�RU�OHVV�LQ�URZV�VWUHWFKLQJ�IURP�VRXWK�WR�QRUWK��LQ�VRPH�SODFHV�WKH\�IRUPHG�
VPDOO�FOXVWHUV��3HRSOH�ZHUH�EXULHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�IXQHUDU\�WUDGLWLRQ�ZLWK�
WKHLU�KHDGV�JHQHUDOO\�WRZDUGV�ZHVW��DOWKRXJK�LW�YDULHG�ZLGHO\�IURP�QRUWK�HDVW�VRXWK�
ZHVW�WR�QRUWK�ZHVW�VRXWK�HDVW��

0RVW�RI�WKH�JUDYHV�FRQWDLQHG�RQH�VLQJOH�EXULDO��EXW�VRPH�H[FHSWLRQV�H[LVWHG��)RU�H[�
DPSOH�EXULDOV�QRV���DQG����PRVW�SUREDEO\�D�PRWKHU�DQG�FKLOG��ZHUH�SXW�WRJHWKHU�LQWR�RQH�
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Fig. 4.   Finds from Aranküla cemetery. 1–4 silver brooches, 5 – bronze buckle, 6 – leather belt with bronze 
links, 7 – bronze link of a leather belt, 8 – studded bronze rim of leggings, 9–10 – glass beads.

Jn 4.     Aranküla kalmistu leide. 1–4 – hõbesõled, 5 – pronkspannal, 6 – pronkslülidega nahkvöö, 7 – nahkvöö 
pronkslüli, 8 – sääriste pronksnaastudega kaetud serv, 9–10 – klaashelmed.

(AI 6942: 5, 6, 30, 65, 17, 18, 18, 19, 57, 62.)
Photo / Foto: Villu Kadakas

VLQJOH�JUDYH��7KH�FKLOG�ZDV�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�VLGH�RI�WKH�DGXOW��LWV�ERQHV�SDUWLDOO\�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�
ODWWHU��%RWK�VNHOHWRQV�ZHUH�LQWDFW�VR�LW�LV�QRW�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKH�EXULDO�RI�WKH�FKLOG�ZDV�ODWHU��
7KHVH�EXULDOV�ZHUH�PRVW�SUREDEO\�LQWHUUHG�ZLWKRXW�D�FRIÀQ��%XULDOV�QRV��²��EHORQJHG�WR�
FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�ZHUH�DOVR�EXULHG�VLGH�E\�VLGH�VR�FORVH�DQG�RQ�WKH�VDPH�OHYHO�WKDW�SUREDEO\�
WKH\�ZHUH�EXULHG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��%XULDOV�QRV����DQG����ZHUH�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�ZHUH�DOVR�
EXULHG�WRJHWKHU��5HPDLQV�RI�D�ZRRGHQ�FRIÀQ�DQG�FRIÀQ�QDLOV�ZHUH�IRXQG�QHDU�WKHLU�ERQHV��
1HYHUWKHOHVV��DV�FDQ�EH�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�WKH�KHLJKW�RI�WKH�VNHOHWRQV��PRVWO\�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�
EXULHG�WRJHWKHU��7KH�SRVLWLRQV�RI�KDQGV�FRXOG�EH�REVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI����EXULDOV��WKH\�
ZHUH�PRVWO\�RQ�WKH�VWRPDFK�RU�RQ�WKH�EHOW�]RQH��LQ�IHZ�FDVHV�KDQGV�ZHUH�RQ�WKH�FKHVW�DUHD���
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������D�V�JLVHO� MD� WDOYHO� WRLPXVLG�DUKHRORRJLOLVHG�
SllVWHNDHYDPLVHG�$UDQN�ODV�DYDVWDWXG�PDWPLV�
SDLJDO�� .DOPLVWX� OHLWL� 7DOOLQQ²5DSOD� PDDQWHH�
MD� $UDQN�OD²-XXUX� ULVWPLNX� �PEHUHKLWXVW||GHO��
�MQ� �²���� (HOXXULQJXWHJD� VHOJLWDWL�� HW� NRKWD� ND�
VXWDWL� PDWPLVHNV� W}HQlROLVHOW� ���²���� VDMDQGLO��
6DPXWL�RQ�VLQQD�PDHWXG�P}QHG�DUYDWDYDVWL�������
DDVWDO� ODQJHQXG�1}XNRJXGH�SRROHO� Y}LGHOQXG� V}�
GXULG�� 3llVWHNDHYDPLVWHJD� NDHYDWL� OlEL� WHH� DOOD�
MllY�NDOPLVWX�RVD���

.DOPLVWX�ROL�UDMDWXG�$UDQN�OD�S}OOXPDDGH�S}K�
MDRVDV�DVXYD�PDGDOD�NLUGH²HGHOD�VXXQDOLVH�VHOMDQ�
GLNX�HGHODRWVDOH��PDHWXG�ROL�VHOOH�OLLYDVH�SLQQDVHJD�
RVDVVH��/RRGH²NDJX�VXXQDOLVHVW�����P��VXXUXVHVW�
NDHYDQGLVW�SXKDVWDWL�YlOMD�����PDWXVW��MQ�����.RJX�
WXG�OXXG�RQ�PllUDPDWD��NXLG�NDVYX�S}KMDO�RWVXVWD�
GHV�NXXOXYDG�X�SRROHG�PDWXVWHVW�ODVWHOH�

0DWXVHG� ROLG� �²���� P� V�JDYXVHO� PDDSLQQDVW��
+DXDG�SDLNQHVLG�OLJLOlKHGDVHOW�S}KMD²O}XQD�VXXQD��
OLVWHV�ULGDGHV��P}QHGHV�NRKWDGHV�PRRGXVWDVLG�QHHG��

YlLNHVHLG� NRJXPHLG��0DHWXG� ROL� NULVWOLNH� WDYDGH�
NRKDVHOW�SHDJD� OllQH�VXXQDV��+DULOLNXOW�ROL��KWH�
KDXGD�PDHWXG��NV� LQLPHQH��NXLG�ROLG�ND�P}QHG�
NDNVLN��MD�NROPLNPDWXVHG��6HOOLVWHO�SXKNXGHO�ROLG�
NRRV�PDHWXG� LOPVHOW� HPD� MD� ODSV� Y}L� DLQXOW� ODS�
VHG��0DHWXWH� NlWH� DVHQGLW� ROL� Y}LPDOLN� NLQGODNV�
PllUDWD���� MXKXO��(QDPDVWL� ROLG�NlHG�N}KXO�Y}L�
Y||SLLUNRQQDV��P}QHO� NRUUDO� ND� ULQQDO�� .LUVWXGH�
MllQXVHLG�OHLWL�YLLHWHLVWN�PQH�PDWXVH�MXXUHVW��(QD�
PLNX� OHLGXGHVW� PRRGXVWDVLG� NLUVWXQDHODG�� NXLG��
WlKHOHSDQX� YllULYDG� NODDVKHOPHG� �MQ� ��� �²�����
SDQGODG��MQ�����²����V}OHG��MQ�����²����PLWPHVXJX�
VHG�U}LYDVWXVH�MXXUGH�NXXOXYDG�HVHPHG��QW�SURQN�
VLVW�Y||RVDG��MQ�����²�����QRDG��P�QGLG������VDM�,,�
SRROH�����||ULG��MP��

/HLXPDWHUMDO�RQ�GDWHHULWDY�VXKWHOLVHOW�NLWVDVVH�
DMDYDKHPLNNX�QLQJ��KWNL�PDWXVW�HL�ROH��OH�PDH�
WXG��PLVW}WWX�RQ�Y}LPDOLN��HW�NDOPLVWX�ROL�NDVX�
WXVHO��VQD�O�KLNHVH�DMD�YlOWHO��QW������²������D��
QlOMDKlGD�MD������²������D�NDWNX�DMDO�
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