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Kaupo Deemant visiting Muuksi Hundikangrud stone-cist graves (1996).
Photo: Gurly Vedru

Kaupo Deemant started his career as professional archaeologist in 1962, when he
defended his diploma thesis ‘Kagu-FEesti asustuse kujunemisest arheoloogia andmeil’
(‘Development of settlement in NE-Estonia on the basis of archaeological studies’) at
the University of Tartu. After graduation Deemant went to work to the Tallinn City
Museum, which remained his employer for forty years. In the museum Deemant was
charged with the collections of archaeology and weapons — his main responsibilities
were maintaining the collections, organising and introducing exhibitions. Deemant
also conducted rescue excavations in Tallinn — in Vanaturu Kael in the Old Town
(Deemant 1979b) and also in the 18th century cemetery in Ravi street in the terri-
tory of a Tallinn suburb. In the 1960s Deemant also supervised excavations of several
electricity and sewerage trenches in the Old Town area (unpublished materials in the
archaeological archives of the Institute of History, Tallinn University).

Yet, Kaupo Deemants main interest was in prehistory. His life’s work became
the scientific excavations at one of the most intriguing archaeological monuments in
Estonia — the Proosa burial field and settlement site with their fascinating finds at the

254



KAUPO DEEMANT (1936-2010)

north-eastern border of Tallinn. He conducted excavations during 1970-1984 at the
Late Bronze Age — Late Iron Age cemetery (the total of 1500 m?) and during 1985-1995
at the Late Iron Age — Medieval settlement site (see Selected Bibliography). Although
Deemant never managed to publish the results of his studies in a monograph, he nev-
ertheless defended his Master’s degree at the University of Tartu in 1993 about the
research of Proosa burial field (Deemant 1993). The unique material discovered at the
Proosa burial field — the largest number of Scandinavian origin items from the 5th—6th
centuries discovered in Estonia — has also reached international scientific circles (e.g.
Quast 2004, 259-263; Franzén 2009, 53—-80).

In addition to archaeology Deemant took a keen interest in recent history, espe-
cially the times before and after the World War II in Estonia. During the Soviet time
the formal approach to recent history had a strong political connotation and it was only
possible to study it in disguise. One of the possibilities was the non-governmental society
that researched local history, which was established at the Tallinn City Museum.
Kaupo Deemant gave dozens of lectures and reports at the society. The most extensive
written report on local history was the manuscript of more than 300 pages about the
history of his native village (Deemant 1970-76). Although all KGB archives were closed
to historians, Deemant succeeded to get important information concerning repressions
of the statesmen and officers of the Republic of Estonia in 1940s, their deportations,
life and resistance in hiding, especially about the events in the woods of Vorumaa. On
many occasions Deemant visited people who returned from deportations and prison
camps and interviewed the relatives of the victims of the repressions. He managed to
get information from Taavet Poska, former director of the Estonian Military Museum,
about the creation and destruction of the museum, and from Maria Laidoner, widow
of Johan Laidoner, Commander in Chief of the Estonian Armed Forces, about the im-
prisonment of her husband. Deemant also found out where the official insignia of the
President of Estonia was kept and he managed to get a written document to prove it —
a letter from an employee of Armoire in Kremlin, Moscow. Publication of this letter
(Deemant 1990b) became later the basis of the claim to return the insignia to Estonia.

Kaupo Deemant was the founding member of the Estonian Local History Society
and the Estonian Academic Military History Society. During his last working years
and time in retirement he studied the 1941 repressions. Deemant published several
articles on this topic in the compendiums of the Tallinn City Museum. Sadly a number
of his studies remained unfinished.

MATI MANDEL
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Institutions / Institutionen / Asutused

Tallinna Ulikool, Ajaloo Instituut
Institute of History, Tallinn University
Eesti Ajaloomuuseum
Estonian History Museum
Estnisches Historisches Museum
Beta Analytic radiostisinikudateeringud
Beta Analytic Radiocarbon
Dating Service
M. J. Eiseni kogud, Eesti Rahvaluule Arhiiv,
Eesti Kirjandusmuuseum
M. J. Eisen’s folklore collection,
Estonian Folklore Archives,
Estonian Literary Museum
Eesti Ajalooarhiiv
Estonian Historical Archives
Eesti Kultuurilooline Arhiiv,
Eesti Kirjandusmuuseum
Estonian Culture Historical Archives,
Estonian Literary Museum
Eesti Maatilikool
Estonian University of Life Sciences
Helsinki Dateerimislabor
Helsinki Dating Laboratory
Laidnemaa Muuseum
Laanemaa Museum
Harjumaa Muuseum
Harjumaa Museum
Tallinna Kultuurivairtuste Amet
Cultural Heritage Department of the
Tallinn City Government
Muinsuskaitseamet
National Heritage Board
Kirjad Jaan Jungile ja Eesti Kirjanduse
Seltsile AI arhiivis
Collection of letters sent to Jaan Jung
and Estonian Literary Society in the
archives of Al
Narva Muuseum
Narva Museum

PM

Jarvamaa Muuseum
Jarvamaa Museum

PaMu Pirnu Muuseum

Parnu Museum

RGAVMF Venemaa Riiklik S6ja-Merelaevastiku

RKA

SM

TLA

TLM

Keskarhiiv, Peterburi
Russian Central State Naval Archives
Poccuiickuii rocynapcTBeHHBIN apXUB
BOCHHO-MOpcKoro ¢uora (PFTABM®)
Rootsi Riigiarhiivi Séjaarhiiv
The Military Archives of the National
Archives of Sweden
Riksarkivet Krigsarkivet
Saaremaa Muuseum
Saaremaa Museum
Tallinna Linnaarhiiv
Tallinn Town Archive
Tallinna Linnamuuseum
Tallinn City Museum

TLULIB Tallinna Ulikooli Akadeemiline

TIn

™

TU

Raamatukogu
Academic Library of Tallinn University
Tallinna Tehnikatilikooli Geoloogia Instituut
Tallinn University of Technology,
Institute of Geology
Tartu Linnamuuseum
Tartu City Museum
Tartu Ulikool
University of Tartu

TUAK Tartu Ulikooli arheoloogia kabineti arhiiv

TUR

VM

Archive of Archaeology at University
of Tartu
Tartu Ulikooli Raamatukogu
Library of University of Tartu
Viljandi Muuseum
Viljandi Museum
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AVE Arheoloogilised vilit6od Eestis. TATU Eesti NSV Teaduste Akadeemia Toimetised,
Archaeological Fieldwork in Estonia, 1952-1955;
1997-. Uhiskonnateaduste seeria, 1956-1966;
Tallinn, 1998-. Uhiskonnateadused, 1967-1989;

EJA Eesti Arheoloogia Ajakiri. Eesti Teaduste Akadeemia Toimetised.
Journal of Estonian Archaeology, 1-7. Uhiskonnateadused, 1990-1991 /
Tallinn, 1997-2003. Proceedings of the Estonian Academy of
Estonian Journal of Archaeology. Sciences. Social Sciences; Humanitaar-
Eesti Arheoloogiaajakiri, 8—. ja sotsiaalteadused /
Tallinn, 2004—. Humanities and Social Sciences,

1992-1996. Tallinn.
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