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7KH�9}PPRUVNL�YLOODJH��IRUPHUO\�DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�Tsüdsinä��LV�ORFDWHG�LQ�6RXWK�(DVW�
(VWRQLD��9}UX�&RXQW\��0HUHPlH�PXQLFLSDOLW\�LQ�WKH�HWKQLF�6HWR�UHJLRQ��WUDGLWLRQDOO\�
EHORQJLQJ�WR�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�hOH�3HOVND�DUHD�RU�nulk��nulk or kolk�LV�DQ�LQIRUPDO�DGPLQLV-
WUDWLYH�XQLW�XVHG�E\�WKH�6HWR�SHRSOH���7KH�VHWWOHPHQW�VLWH�OLHV�LQ�WKH�FHQWUDO�SDUW�RI�WKH�
9}PPRUVNL�YLOODJH��QRUWK�RI�2ELQLWVD�²�3HFKRU\��3HWVHUL��URDG��RFFDVLRQDOO\�UHDFKLQJ�
WKH�ROG�ULYHU�EHG�RI�3LXVD�LQ�WKH�QRUWK��7KH�VHWWOHPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�SUHYLRXVO\�H[FDYDWHG�
E\�+HLNL�9DON��9DON�������

,Q�VSULQJ������$DUH�+}UQ��WKH�FXOWXUDO�FRXQFLOORU�RI�7KH�8QLRQ�RI�5XUDO�0XQLFL-
SDOLWLHV�RI�6HWRPDD��GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�UHODWLYHO\�ODUJH�VFDOH�HDUWKZRUN�KDG�EHHQ�FDUULHG�
RXW�LQ�WKH�SURWHFWHG�VHWWOHPHQW�VLWH�LQ�WKH�YLOODJH�RI�9}PPRUVNL�1�+H�LQIRUPHG�D�KREE\�
DUFKDHRORJLVW�$UYLV�.LULVWDMD�DERXW�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�ZKR�YLVLWHG�WKH�VLWH�LQ�ODWH�VSULQJ�DQG�
QRWLFHG�WKDW�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�VLWH�ZDV�GHVWUR\HG�LQ�D�UHODWLYHO\�ODUJH�VFDOH�E\� 
D�EXOOGR]HU�²�WKH�FXOWXUDO�OD\HU�FRQWDLQLQJ�QXPHURXV�VKHUGV�RI�SRWWHU\�ZDV�KHDSHG�XS�LQ�
D�SLOH��7KH�FXOWXUDO�OD\HU�KDG�EHHQ�GLVWXUEHG�VRXWK�HDVW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJV�RI�6XYLM}H�FDGDV-
WUDO�XQLW��)LJ������&HUDPLFV�ZHUH�DOVR�IRXQG�LQ�DQ�DUHD�RI�WKH�GLVWXUEHG�VHWWOHPHQW�VLWH� 
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1�1R��������LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�5HJLVWU\�RI�0RQXPHQWV�

Fig. 1. The disturbed part of the settlement site of Võmmorski. View from the south-east.
Jn 1.   Võmmorski asulakoha lõhutud osa. Vaade kagust.
Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak
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  ,Q� $XJXVW� ������ WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 7DUWX� FDUULHG� RXW� DUFKDHRORJLFDO� UHVHDUFK�� 
ÀQDQFHG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�+HULWDJH�%RDUG��2Q�WKH�VXUIDFH�RI�WKH�DUHD��ZKHUH�WKH�SDUW�
RI� WKH� FXOWXUDO� OD\HU� KDG� EHHQ� UHPRYHG�� VHYHUDO� GDUNHU� VSRWV� ZHUH� GLVWLQJXLVKHG�� 
7KH�GLVWXUEHG�DUHD�ZDV� FOHDQHG� RXW� DQG� WKH�GDUNHU� DUHDV�ZHUH�GUDIWHG� RQ� WKH� VLWH� 
SODQ��)LJ������7KH�PDLQ�DLP�RI�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�ZDV�WR�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�WKH�
GHVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�WKH�SUHVHUYHG�SDUW�RI�WKH�FXOWXUDO�OD\HU��DQG�DOVR�WR�
GDWH�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�VLWH�

7KH� DUHD� RI� WKH� GHVWUR\HG� FXOWXUDO� OD\HU� ZDV� DERXW� ���� P��� 3RVVLEO\� DQ� XS� WR� 
���FP�WKLFN�OD\HU�RI�VRLO�KDG�EHHQ�UHPRYHG�LQ�WKH�DUHD�DQG�RQO\�DQ�DERXW�XS�WR����FP�
WKLFN�ORZHU�SDUW�RI�WKH�FXOWXUDO�OD\HU�KDG�EHHQ�SUHVHUYHG��7KH�VRLO�ZDV�GDUN�JUH\�RU�GDUN�
EURZQ�LQ�FRORXU��6HYHUDO�GDUNHU�VSRWV�ZHUH�GLVWLQJXLVKHG��IRUPLQJ�WZR�PDMRU�FRQFHQWUD-
WLRQ�DUHDV�²�RQH�LQ�WKH�FHQWUDO�SDUW�RI�WKH�GHVWUR\HG�DUHD��DQRWKHU�LQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�SDUW�RI�
LW��7KH�FXOWXUDO�OD\HU�KDG�EHHQ�HQWLUHO\�UHPRYHG�LQ�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWHG�
DUHD��UHYHDOLQJ�RQO\�OLJKW�\HOORZ�VDQG��YLUJLQ�OD\HU���7KH�ODQGRZQHU�GLG�QRW�LQWHQG�WR�GR�
DQ\�IXUWKHU�HDUWKZRUN��WKXV�WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�UHVHDUFK�ZDV�OLPLWHG�WR�D�WULDO�SLW�PHDV-
XULQJ�RI���í���P�LQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�GHVWUR\HG�DUHD�DQG�VHYHUDO�VPDOO�VFDOH�WULDO�
SLWV�ZLWK�GLDPHWHUV�RI�ca.����FP��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�UHPDLQV�RI�D�EULFN�RYHQ�ZHUH�XQHDUWKHG��

$17,�/,//$.

TRIAL PIT
7KH�WULDO�SLW�ZDV���P�LQ�OHQJWK��IURP�
QRUWK�QRUWKHDVW� WR� VRXWK�VRXWKZHVW��
WKH�D[LV�RI�WKH�SLW�ZHUH�LQ�IDFW����GH-
JUHHV� LQ� D]LPXWK�� DQG� ��P� LQ�ZLGWK��
7KH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WULDO�SLW�ZDV�GHWHU-
PLQHG�E\�D�IUDJPHQWHG�VKHUG�RI�KDQG� 
PDGH�SRWWHU\� �)LJ�� ��� ��� IRXQG� LQ� WKH�
DUHD� RI� GDUN� JUH\� VRLO��ZKLFK�ZDV� LQ-
WHUSUHWHG�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�H[FDYD-
WLRQ� DV� UHPDLQV� RI� D� KHDUWK�� ,Q� WKH�
DUHD�RI�WKH�WULDO�SLW�D���²���FP�WKLFN�
FXOWXUDO� OD\HU� FRYHUHG� QDWXUDO� GDUN�
\HOORZ� VDQG�� ,Q� WKH� QRUWKHUQ� SDUW� RI�
WKH�WULDO�SLW�D�VLQJOH�OD\HU�RI�VSDUVHO\�
FOXVWHUHG�VWRQHV�ca.����FP�LQ�GLDPHWHU�
FRQWDLQHG�D�VNHOHWRQ�RI�D�\RXQJ��DERXW�
�²��PRQWKV�ROG�SLJ��Sus scrofa domes-
ticus���� $QRWKHU� VWRQH� FOXVWHU� �XS� WR� 
���FP�LQ�GLDPHWHU��ZDV�UHYHDOHG�LQ�WKH�
HDVWHUQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�SLW��$VVXPLQJO\�KDOI�
RI�WKH�FOXVWHU�RXWUHDFKHG�WKH�DUHD�RI�WKH�
WULDO� SLW�� 7KH� WKLUG� VWRQH� FOXVWHU�ZDV�
IRXQG�LQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�SLW�� 
,W�PDUNHG�D�VKDOORZ��XS�WR����FP�GHHS�

Fig. 2.   Site plan of the disturbed part of the site.
Jn 2.     Asula lõhutud osa üldplaan.
Drawing / Joonis: Anti Lillak
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DQG� DERXW� ��²��� FP� ZLGH�� DUWLÀFLDO�
JURRYH� VWUHWFKLQJ� IURP�QRUWK�ZHVW� WR�
VRXWK�HDVW� ZLWK� UHPDLQV� RI� XQEXUQW�
ZRRG��$�SUHVHUYHG�GHWDLO�RI�D�ZRRGHQ�
SRVW� UDPPHG� LQWR� WKH� JURXQG� ZDV�
UHYHDOHG� �)LJ�� ���� 7KH� VWRQHV� ZHUH�
VFRWFKHG� LQ� WKH� JURRYH�� SUREDEO\� WR�
XQGHUSURS�WKH�SRVWV��7KH�JURRYH�DOVR�
FRQWDLQHG� VHYHUDO� DQLPDO� ERQHV� DQG�
FKDUFRDO�� 7KH� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� SUHVXP-
DEO\� UHSUHVHQWHG� UHPDLQV� RI� D� IHQFH��
7KH�VWRQHV�LQ�WKH�WULDO�SLW�ZHUH�PRVWO\�
TXLWH�VPDOO��RQO\�IHZ�RI�WKHP�UHDFKHG�
DERXW� ��� FP� LQ� GLDPHWHU�� +RZHYHU��
WKH� IXQFWLRQ� RI� WKH� FOXVWHU� UHPDLQV�
XQFOHDU�� EHFDXVH� QRQH� RI� WKH� VWRQH�
FOXVWHUV�FDQ�EH�GHÀQLWHO\� LQWHUSUHWHG�
DV�D�KHDUWK�RU�D�ÀUH�SODFH�

��P�ZHVW�QRUWKZHVW�IURP�WKH�WULDO�
SLW�D�GHQVH�FOXVWHU�RI�VWRQHV�DQG�EULFNV�²� 
HYLGHQWO\�UHPDLQV�RI�D�0RGHUQ�(UD�RYHQ�
²� ZDV� UHYHDOHG� �)LJ�� ���� ,W� PHDVXUHG� 
DERXW� ��í� ����P��$�5XVVLDQ���NRSHN� 

GDWLQJ�IURP������ZDV�IRXQG�IURP�WKH�
WKLQ�OD\HU�FRYHULQJ�WKH�UHPDLQV�RI�WKH�
RYHQ� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR� VHYHUDO� VKHUGV� RI�
SRWWHU\��LQFOXGLQJ�D�IUDJPHQW�RI�KDQG�
PDGH�5}XJH�W\SH�SRWWHU\��VHH�)LJ�������� 

Fig. 3.   The trial pit. An artificial groove with stones and 
remains of wooden posts. View from the south-
southwest.

Jn 3.     Proovikaevand. Kunstlik kraav kivide ja 
puupostide jäänustega. Vaade lõunaedelast.

Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak

Fig. 4.   The remains of an 
oven. View from the 
north-west.

Jn 4.     Ahju jäänused.  
Vaade loodest.

Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak
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  FINDS
7KH�ÀQG�PDWHULDO�RI�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�PDLQO\�FRQVLVWHG�RI�FHUDPLFV��$�IHZ�SRWWHU\�VKHUGV�
PRVW� OLNHO\� EHORQJ� WR�KDQG�PDGH�YHVVHOV� ²� IRU� H[DPSOH�� D� IUDJPHQW� RI�ÀQH� FHUDPLFV�
�)LJ��������DQG�SLHFHV�RI�5}XJH�W\SH�SRWWHU\�ZLWK�KROHV�LQ�WKH�ULP��)LJ���������7KH�KROHV�
DUH�D�ELW� ODUJHU� WKDQ� WKRVH� RI� D� W\SLFDO�5}XJH�W\SH�YHVVHO��7KH�KDQG�PDGH�SRWWHU\�
VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�VLWH�ZDV�IRUPHG�LQ�WKH�9LNLQJ�$JH���WK²��WK�FHQWXU\��� 
,Q�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�KDQG�PDGH�SRWWHU\�ZDV�XVHG�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�RI�6HWRPDD�PRVWO\�LQ�WKH�
FRQWH[W�RI�EXULDO�WUDGLWLRQV��VHH�IRU�H[DPSOH�$XQ�����������/DXO�	�9DON�����������ÀJ��
�����ZKLOH�LQ�HYHU\GD\�XVH�ZKHHO�WKURZQ�SRWWHU\�DOUHDG\�SUHYDLOHG��$�OLQH�RUQDPHQWHG�
VKHUG�RI�D�ZKHHO�WKURZQ�FHUDPLFV�� FDQ�EH�GDWHG� WR� WKH�/DWHVW� ,URQ�$JH��2QH�FDQQRW�
H[FOXGH�WKDW�D�FRXSOH�RI�VKHUGV�ZLWK�ZDYH�RUQDPHQW�PD\�DOVR�GDWH�IURP�WKDW�SHULRG��
)LQGV�WKDW�PD\�RULJLQDWH�IURP�WKH�0HGLHYDO�3HULRG�DUH�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�D�VLQJOH�ULP�RI�
a vessel��UHVHPEOLQJ�WKH�IRUP�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH���WK�²�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�6  
7KH�VFDUFHQHVV�RI�WKH�PHGLHYDO�ÀQG�PDWHULDO�DW�WKH�VLWH�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�PDLQ�FRUH�
RI� WKH�9}PPRUVNL� VHWWOHPHQW� KDG� SUHYLRXVO\� EHHQ� VRPHZKHUH� HOVH� LQ� WKH� YLFLQLW\�� 
EHFDXVH�WKH�YLOODJH�LV�ÀUVW�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�3VNRY�FHQVXV�ERRNV��писцовые книги) from 
����²������.LULVWDMD������������

7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�IUDJPHQWV�RI�ZKHHO�WKURZQ�YHVVHOV��)LJ������²���FRXOG�EH�GDWHG�
WR�WKH���WK²��WK�FHQWXU\�DQG�D�VLQJOH�KHDYLO\�EXUQW�IUDJPHQW�RI�D�YHVVHO��)LJ��������
PLJKW�LQGLFDWH��WKDW�WKH�FOD\�YHVVHOV�KDG�EHHQ�PDGH�DW�WKH�VLWH��SHUV��FRPP��$QGUHV�
7YDXUL��7h����7KH�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�PDNLQJ�DUFKDLF�SRWWHU\�ZDV�FRPPRQ�LQ�WKH�YLFLQLW\�RI� 
3HFKRU\�HYHQ�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�DQG�LW�FHDVHG�WR�H[LVW�RQO\�LQ�WKH�����V��1LLGX������������ 

$17,�/,//$.

Fig. 5.   Ceramics from the 
settlement site.  
1 – fragment of hand-
made Rõuge-type pottery; 
2 – fragment of hand-
made fine ceramics;  
3 – fragment of a heavily 
burnt clay vessel;  
4–6 – fragments of wheel-
thrown ceramics.

Jn 5.      Asulakoha keraamika.  
1 – Rõuge tüüpi nõu katke; 
2 – käsitsivalmistatud 
peenkeraamika katke; 
3 – suures kuumuses 
porsunud nõu katke;  
4–6 – kedrakeraamika 
katked.

Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak
(TÜ 1752: 227; 79; 238; 226; 
39; 237.) 
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7KH���WK�FHQWXU\�ZDV�DOVR�UHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�ÀQG�PDWHULDO��7KH�ÀQGV�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�
SHULRGV�ZHUH�PL[HG�XS�DQG�QR�VHSDUDWH�OD\HUV�FRXOG�EH�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�LQ�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�
VLWH�

CONCLUSION
,Q�FRQFOXVLRQ��RQ�WKH�EDVH�RI�WKH�ÀQG�PDWHULDO�WKH�ROGHVW�VHWWOHPHQW�SKDVH�OLNHO\�GDWHV�
IURP�WKH�9LNLQJ�$JH��7KH�IUDJPHQWV�RI�SRWWHU\�GDWLQJ�SUHFLVHO\�IURP�WKH�/DWHVW�,URQ�
$JH�DQG�WKH�0LGGOH�$JHV�DUH�YHU\�UDUH�LQ�WKH�ÀQG�PDWHULDO��EXW�PRVW�RI�WKH�FXOWXUDO�
OD\HU�RI�WKHVH�SHULRGV�PD\�H[LVW�LQ�WKH�XQGLVWXUEHG��\HW�XQH[DPLQHG�SDUW�RI�WKH�VLWH�� 
,W�LV�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�VLWH�ZDV�PRVW�LQWHQVLYHO\�XVHG�GXULQJ�WKH�0RGHUQ�(UD��

Acknowledgements: Author would like to thank Heiki Valk, Andres Tvauri and Arvi 
Haak for useful comments on pottery and Eve Rannamäe for analysing animal bones.
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9}PPRUVNL�DVXODNRKW�SDLNQHE�3LXVD�M}HVW�YDKHWXOW�
O}XQDV��MllGHV�2ELQLWVD�²�3HWVHUL�PDDQWHHVW�S}KMD�
SRROH�� ������ D� NHYDGHO� DYDVWDV� 6HWRPDD� 9DOGDGH�
/LLGX� NXOWXXULQ}XQLN� $DUH� +}UQ�� HW� 9}PPRUVNL�
N�ODV� �0HUHPlH� YDOG�� 9}UX� PDDNRQG�� RQ� DUKHR-
ORRJLOLVH� DVXODNRKD� DODO�� 6XYLM}H� NDWDVWUL�NVXVH�
KRRQHWHVW�NDJXV��WHKWXG�VXXUL�SLQQDVHW|LG��.HYDG-
VXYHO� NRKWD� LQVSHNWHHULQXG� KDUUDVWXVDUKHRORRJ�
$UYLV� .LULVWDMD� WXYDVWDV�� HW� PlUNLPLVYllUQH� RVD�
DVXODNRKD� NXOWXXUNLKLVW� RQ� EXOGRRVHULJD� NRNNX�
O�NDWXG��6DPD�DDVWD�DXJXVWLV�WHJLG�7DUWX�hOLNRROL�
DUKHRORRJLG�DVXODNRKD�O}KXWXG�RVDO�DUKHRORRJLOLVL�
XXULQJXLG��PLGD�UDKDVWDV�0XLQVXVNDLWVHDPHW�

$VXODNRKD�O}KXWXG�DOD�VXXUXV�ROL�XPEHV�����P� 
�MQ����QLQJ�VHOOHOW�ROL�NXOWXXUNLKWL�HHPDOGDWXG�QlK�
WDYDVWL�NXQL����FP�SDNVXVHOW��$YDULLDOD�S}KMDRVDV� 
ROL� NXOWXXUNLKW� WlLHOLNXOW� HHPDOGDWXG� MD� VHDO� SDO-
MDQGXV�NROODQH�DOXVOLLY��0XMDO�ROL�NXOWXXUNLKWL�VlLOL-
QXG�NXQL����FP�SDNVXVHOW��NXVMXXUHV�Y}LV�YDOGDYDOW�
WXPHKDOOLV�Y}L�WXPHSUXXQLV�SLQQDVHV�HULVWDGD�PLW-
PHLG�WXPHGDPDLG�ODLNH��MQ����

/}KXWXG�DODOH�WHKWL���í���P�VXXUXQH�SURRYLNDH-
YDQG��PLOOHV�SDOMDQGXV�NROP�VXKWHOLVHOW�YlLNHVWHVW�
NLYLGHVW�ODGHW��1HLVW�S}KMDSRROVHLPDV�K}UHGDV��KH-
NLKLOLVHV�NLYLKXQQLNXV�OHLWL�QRRUH���²��NXX�YDQXVH�
VHD� OXXVWLN�� 3URRYLNDHYDQGL� O}XQDRVDV� WXOL� YlOMD�

XPEHV�NXQL� ��� FP� V�JDYXQH� MD� ��²��� FP� ODLXQH�
ORRGH�²�NDJX�VXXQDOLQH�NUDDY��NXVW�OHLWL�S}OHPDWD� 
SXLGX�MllQXVHG��1HLVW��NV�ROL�RWVDSLGL�PDDVVH�VXUX� 
WXG�SXXSRVW� �MQ�����.UDDYL�VHUYL�NDWVLG�NLYLG��PLV�
SLGLG� W}HQlROLVHOW� SRVWH� WRHVWDPD�� (KLWXVNRQVW-
UXNWVLRRQL�SXKXO�Y}LE�WHJHPLVW�ROOD�NXQDJLVH�WDUD�
MllQXVWHJD�

3URRYLNDHYDQGLVW� �� P� OllQHORRGHV� SXKDVWDWL�
YlOMD� NLYLGHVW� MD� WHOOLVWHVW� DKMX� YDUH�� PLOOH� P}}W-
PHG�ROLG�OLJLNDXGX���í�����P��MQ�����3XKDVWDPLVHO�
OHLWL�PXXKXOJDV��NV�������D�9HQH�NRSLNDV��VDPXWL�
NlVLWVLYRUPLWXG�Q}X�NDWNH��PLV�NXXOXE�QQ�5}XJH�
W��SL�NHUDDPLNDOH��MQ��������/HLXPDWHUMDOL�VHDV�OHL-
GXV�YHHO��NVLNXLG�NlVLNHUDDPLND�NDWNHLG��QW�MQ����
����PLV�YLLWDYDG��HW�VLLQ�RQ�HODWXG�MXED�YLLNLQJLDMDO��
+LOLVUDXDDHJD�Y}LE�NXXOXGD��NV�WLKHGDWH�MRRQWHJD�
NDXQLVWDWXG� NHGUDQ}XNLOG� MD� SDDU� ODLQHRUQDPHQ-
GLJD� NHGUDNHUDDPLNDNDWNHW�� .D� NHVNDHJD� Y}LE�
GDWHHULGD� YDLG� �KH� VHUYDNLOOX��PLV�PHHQXWDE� ����
VDMDQGLVW� ���� VDMDQGL� DOJXVHQL� OHYLQXG� Q}XW��SH�� 
9DOGDY� HQDPLN� NHUDDPLNDVW� NXXOXE� ���²���� VD� 
MDQGLVVH��MQ�����²���QLQJ�ND�����VDMDQGLVVH��hNV�WX-
JHYDV�NXXPXVHV�SRUVXQXG� VDYLQ}XNLOG� �MQ� ��� ���
Y}LE�YLLGDWD�NRKDOLNXOH�SRWWVHSDW||OH��PLOOHJD�WHJH-
OHWL�P}QHV�3HWVHUL��PEUXVH�N�ODV�WHDGDROHYDOW�YHHO�
NXQL�������DDVWDWHQL�

ARHEOLOOGILISED JÄRELUURINGUD VÕMMORSKI  
ASULAKOHA LÕHUTUD ALAL
Anti Lillak


