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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SUPERVISION  
AROUND THE ST. JOHN’S CHURCH  
IN VALGA

7KH�WRZQ�RI�9DOJD��VLWXDWHG�RQ�WKH�ERUGHU�RI�(VWRQLD�DQG�/DWYLD��KDV�XQWLO�
recently been archaeologically very little investigated. In 2008, the town 
FHQWUDO�VTXDUH�DQG�WKH�VWUHHWV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�6W��-RKQ·V�FKXUFK�ZHUH�UH�
constructed. New water, rainwater, sewage and heating pipelines were set 
up in the reconstructed area and the author of present article was carrying 
out archaeological supervision during the digging of trenches for the pipes 
�7YDXUL��������6XSHUYLVLRQ�ZRUN�ZDV�FRPPLVVLRQHG�E\�WKH�&LW\�&RXQFLO�RI�
Valga and provided by OÜ Arheograator.

CULTURAL LAYER SURROUNDING THE CHURCH
�$Q�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����P�ORQJ�DQG���P�ZLGH�WUHQFK�LQ�WKH�HDVW²ZHVW�GLUHF�
WLRQ�ZDV�GXJ�DORQJ�.HVN�6WUHHW�RQ�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�VLGH�RI�6W��-RKQ·V�FKXUFK�IRU�
water, rainwater and sewage pipelines (Fig. 1). The trench was about 2 m  
deep, which enabled a good overview of the cultural stratum. 

The cultural stratum was deepest in the eastern part of the observed 
DUHD��LQ�IURQW�RI�EXLOGLQJV�DW�.HVN�6WUHHW����DQG�����ZKHUH�QDWXUDO�VDQG�
was revealed 1.8 m below ground. The cultural stratum became thinner 
towards the west being only 1.3 m thick in front of the building at Kesk 
6WUHHW����DQG�RQO\����FP�LQ�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�HQG�RI�WKH�WUHQFK��(YHU\ZKHUH�LQ�
the northern and eastern direction of the church, a cobblestone pavement 
ZDV�ZHOO�SUHVHUYHG�XQGHU�DVSKDOW�VXUIDFLQJ��%HQHDWK�WKH�SDYHPHQW��ZHOO�
SUHVHUYHG�ÀOOLQJ�DQG�SDYHPHQW�OD\HUV�H[WHQGHG�XQWLO�QDWXUDO�VDQG��)LJ��
����6LQJOH�EULFN�SLHFHV��FOD\�SLSH�IUDJPHQWV��VKDUGV�RI�JOD]HG�UHGZDUH�DQG�
faience and pieces of glass from the 17th–18th century were found in those 
layers. A sediment layer rich in organic material formed in the area in 
IURQW�RI�EXLOGLQJV�DW�.HVN�6WUHHW����DQG�����ZKLFK�KDG�D�WKLFNHU�FXOWXUDO�
stratum due to a natural depression. The only site which yielded a larger 
TXDQWLW\�RI�DUWHIDFWV�ZDV�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�DW�.HVN�6WUHHW�����ZKHUH�
numerous fragments of 17th–18th century stove pots, redware tripod pip�
kins and bowls and clay pipes with angobe paintings were found. 

$�ÁXPH�UXQQLQJ�LQ�VRXWK�ZHVW²QRUWK�HDVW�GLUHFWLRQ��)LJ�����WKDW�ZDV�
GLVFRYHUHG�LQ�WKH�HDVW²ZHVW�O\LQJ�WUHQFK�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�.HVN�6WUHHW����EXLOG�
ing, was the only remain of a construction found during the excavation.  
The inner width of it was approximately 64 cm and it was laid of brick  
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(PHDVXULQJ����í����í�����FP���7KH�ÁXPH�ZDV�WLOWHG�LQ�VRXWK�
western direction, towards the Pedeli River. Based on  
its stratigraphic position we can deduce that it was con�
VWUXFWHG�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��)UDJPHQWV�RI�JODVV�ERWWOHV�
and faience dishes dating from the beginning of the 20th century were 
IRXQG�LQVLGH�WKH�ÁXPH��,W�LV�SUREDEOH�WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�ERDUG�FRYHUHG�UDLQZDWHU�
ÁXPH�WKDW�VWDUWHG�E\�WKH�HDVWHUQ�ZDOO�RI�6W��-RKQ·V�FKXUFK��7KLV�ÁXPH�FDQ�
EH�VHHQ�RQ�D�SKRWR�RI�WKH�9DOJD�FHQWUDO�VTXDUH�LQ�������-X]DU�������ÀJ������� 

Fig. 1.   Archaeological investi-
gations in Valga in 2008.

Jn 1.     Arheoloogilised uuringud 
Valgas 2008. a.
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On the northern side of the church, a heating pipeline starting at 
WKH�QRUWK�HDVWHUQ� FRUQHU� RI� WKH� FKXUFK� WRZHU�� DQG� UXQQLQJ�DFURVV�.HVN�
6WUHHW�LQ�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�GLUHFWLRQ�IURP�WKH�.HVN�6WUHHW����EXLOGLQJ·V�ZHVW�
ern face (Fig. 1) was installed alongside water and sewage pipelines.  
7KH�GHSWK�RI�WKH�WUHQFK�IRU�WKH�KHDWLQJ�SLSHOLQH�ZDV����FP��ZKLFK�HQDEOHG�
D�FURVV�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�FXOWXUDO�VWUDWXP�QRUWK�RI�.HVN�6WUHHW��7KH�FXOWXUDO�
VWUDWXP� LQ� WKH� FRXUW\DUG�EHKLQG�.HVN�6WUHHW����EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�RQO\���� FP� 
DQG�QR�DUWHIDFWV�RI�HDUOLHU�WKDQ���WK�²���WK�FHQWXU\�RULJLQ�ZHUH�IRXQG�� 

Fig. 2.   Cultural stratum in front 
of the building at Kesk 
Street  20. View from the 
south.

Jn 2.     Kultuurkiht Kesk 20 hoone 
ees. Vaade lõunast.

Fig. 3.   Brick-laid flume in the 
central square of Valga.

Jn 3.     Tellistest veerenn Valga 
keskväljakul.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SUPERVISION AROUND THE  
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH IN VALGA

  BURIALS AT THE OLD CHURCHYARD
One of the goals of this archaeological investigation was to examine burials 
in the old cemetery that used to surround the church and through which 
some of the pipelines were dug. Disintegrated human bones were found 
about 10 m from the church tower in the sand of a heating pipeline trench 
WKDW�UDQ�IURP�WKH�QRUWK�HDVW�FRUQHU�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�WRZHU�LQ�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�
direction. This section also revealed burial depressions in the east–west 
GLUHFWLRQ�� 6LQFH� LW� ZDV� QRW� QHFHVVDU\� WR� GLJ� GHHSHU� IRU� WKH� LQVWDOODWLRQ� 
of the heating pipeline the burials remained intact here. 

An approximately 75 m long and 2 m wide trench (Fig. 1) was dug on 
the western face of the church for water, rainwater and sewage pipelines. 
In the northern part of the trench the early part of the cultural stratum 
was mostly disturbed in the 20th century. In the areas where early cultur�
DO�VWUDWXP�ZDV�SUHVHUYHG��LW�FRQVLVWHG�RI�VLPLODU�ÀQGV�WR�WKRVH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�
trench section on the north of the church. The cultural stratum was even 
thinner here – natural sand was exposed at 50 cm below the ground.

([FDYDWLQJ�IURP�VRXWK�WR�QRUWK��ÀUVW�EXULDO�GHSUHVVLRQV�ZHUH�UHYHDOHG�
DW�WKH�FKXUFK·V�ZHVWHUQ�GRRU�LQ�WKH�HDVWHUQ�SURÀOH�RI�WKH�WUHQFK��$W�OHDVW�
7 burial depressions were distinguishable there. Burials were more closely 
clustered in the section of the trench in front of the building 
DW�.HVN�6WUHHW��������EXULDOV�WKDW�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�ZD\�RI�WKH�
pipeline construction were either partially or completely 
excavated (Fig. 4). The bottoms of the graves were located 
DV�GHHS�DV������P�EHORZ�WKH�SUH�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�VWUHHW�OHYHO�� 
6 burials belonged to adults, the rest were either child or 
infant burials.
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Fig. 4.   Excavated burial depres-
sions on the western 
side of Valga’s St. John’s 
church.

Jn 4.     Välja puhastatud haua-
lohud Valga Jaani kiriku 
lääne-küljel.
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Fig. 5.   Small brooches and coins 
from graves at St. John’s 
church cemetery.

Jn 5.     Vitssõled ja mündid 
Jaani kiriku kalmistu 
haudadest.

(TÜ 1682: 84, 85, 75, 87, 88.)

The skeletons were preserved very poorly. How�
ever, the organic material around the burials was rela�
WLYHO\�ZHOO� SUHVHUYHG�²� UHPDLQV� RI�ZRRGHQ� FRIÀQV�ZHUH�
clearly distinguishable in the sand and several buried 
persons had preserved hair. Fragments of clothing and 
OHDWKHU� LWHPV� �KHHOOHVV� SHDVDQW�VKRHV�� EHOW� DQG� D� EHOW�
SXUVH��ZHUH�DOVR�UHFRYHUHG��6PDOO�VLOYHU�EURRFKHV��)LJ�����
3–5), buckles and needles belonging to the clothing were 

also found. Three Russian bronze polushka coins from 1731, 1734 and  
1736 (Fig. 5: 1–2) can be regarded as burial goods. With one of the skel�
etons, a knife was placed by the person’s left shoulder (Fig. 6).

&KXUFK� EXULDOV� RFFXUUHG� LQ� (VWRQLD� XQWLO� ������ ZKHQ� WKLV� SUDFWLFH�
ZDV� EDQQHG� LQ� WKH� ZKROH� RI� WKH� 5XVVLDQ� HPSLUH� �+DXVPDQQ� ������ ������
Hence, it is highly likely that the excavated burials date from the 18th 
century, most probably from  the time period between the 1730s and 1773.  
       3UHYLRXV�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�LQ�9DOJD�6W��-RKQ·V�FKXUFK\DUG�
ZHUH�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�������ZKHQ�D����P2 area was excavated in the green belt 
DUHD�QRUWK�ZHVW�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��)LJ�����DQG�ZKHUH����VNHOHWRQV�ZHUH�GLVFRY�
ered by a team led by an anthropologist Karin Mark. The persons were 
EXULHG� LQ�ZRRGHQ� FRIÀQV�DQG� WKH�EXULDOV�ZHUH� ORFDWHG���²���� FP�GHHS�� 
Most buried persons’ heads were situated in the western direction. Head 
garments, clothing and footwear were relatively well preserved (Mark 
�������$UWHIDFWV�IRXQG�GXULQJ�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQ�ZHUH�GHVWUR\HG�LQ�D�ÀUH�RI�
WKH�9DOJD�0XVHXP�LQ�������EXW�IRUWXQDWHO\�GHVFULSWLRQV�DQG�SKRWRV�RI�WKH�
ÀQGV�DUH�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�PXVHXP·V�SULQFLSDO�ERRN��$SDUW�IURP�EURRFKHV�� 
EXFNOHV� DQG� EXWWRQV�� FRLQV� ZHUH� DOVR� IRXQG� LQ� WKH� FRIÀQV�� 7KHVH� ZHUH�
mainly Russian copper coins from the years 1732–1755. Virtually all 
RI�WKH�ÀQGV�IURP�WKH������H[FDYDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�GDWHG�WR�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�� 
7KH�RQO\�DUWHIDFW�EHORQJLQJ�WR�DQ�HDUOLHU�SHULRG�LV�D�6ZHGLVK�1/6 öre copper 
FRLQ� IURP�������7KHVH� FRLQV�ZHUH��KRZHYHU�� LQ�XVH� LQ�(VWRQLD�XQWLO� WKH�
EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��7KH�HDUOLHVW�ÀQG�ZDV�D�����FP�ZLGH�VPDOO�
EURQ]H�EURRFK�WKDW�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�ÀQG�IURP�D�PL[HG�EXULDO��7KH�LQVFULSWLRQ� 
¶$9(�0$5,$·�GHFRUDWHG�WKH�DUFK�RI�WKH�EURRFK�î�7KLV�W\SH�RI�EURRFK�ZDV�
LQ� XVH� LQ� WHUULWRU\� RI�(VWRQLD� EHWZHHQ� WKH� ��WK� DQG� WKH� ��WK� FHQWXULHV� 
�9DON��������

The size of the cemetery can be gauged through additional infor�
mation from burials discovered during previous pipeline installations.  

1 cm

¹ VaM A 19: 35.

1                            2                            3                            4                       5
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,Q������QXPHURXV�VNHOHWRQV�ZHUH�GHVWUR\HG�ZKHQ�D pipeline running in 
the east–west direction was installed in the northern side of the church 
�0DUN� ������� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQ� SODQ� RI� 9DOJD�� WKH� SLSHOLQH�
WKDW�ZDV�LQVWDOOHG�WKHQ�DQG�LV�QR�ORQJHU�LQ�XVH��LV�ORFDWHG��²���P�QRUWK� 
of the northern face of the church. Human bones were also discovered  
in 2007, during the construction of a rainwater drain in the eastern side 
of the church. 

STONE FOUNDATION ON THE EASTERN  
         SIDE OF THE CHURCH

7R�WKH�VRXWK�ZHVW�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�.HVN�6WUHHW����
and in line with the façade of the building, a 85 cm thick wall was re�
YHDOHG����FP�KLJK�LQ�WKH�WUHQFK·V�ZHVWHUQ�SURÀOH��7KH�ZDOO�ZDV�ODLG�IURP�
large rubble stones and bricks with 30 × 15 × 7.5 cm dimensions. It was 
only possible to determine the dimensions of the building in the direction 
RI�WKH�WUHQFK��11:²66(��� IURP�WKH�RXWVLGH�ZDOO� LW�PHDVXUHG�������FP�� 
)UDJPHQWV�RI�URRI�WLOHV�ZLWK�DQ�6�VKDSH�SURÀOH�DQG�DQ�LURQ�KDQGOH�IURP�D�
FRIÀQ�ZHUH�IRXQG�DPRQJ�WKH�GHEULV�WKDW�ÀOOHG�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��

Fig. 6.   Burial no. 11 on the 
western side of St. John’s 
church in Valga.  
A knife placed as a burial 
good can be seen above the 
left shoulder. 

Jn 6.     Matus nr 11 Valga Jaani 
kiriku lääneküljel. 
Vasaku õla kohal on 
hauapanuseks asetatud 
nuga.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SUPERVISION AROUND THE  
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH IN VALGA
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Fig. 7. Valga town plan from 1683. 
Jn 7. Valga plaan aastast 1683. 
(EAA 308-2-123.)

The street line was already situated to the south of  
WKH�FKXUFK�DV�VKRZQ�RQ�WKH�9DOJD�WRZQ�SODQ�IURP������
�.HQNPDQ�������������&XUUHQW�6W��-RKQ·V�FKXUFK�ZDV�EXLOW� 
between 1787 and 1816. Before that, a 14 m long and 

���P�ZLGH�ZRRGHQ�FKXUFK�HVWDEOLVKHG�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������.HQNPDQ�
������ ���²����� VWRRG� WKHUH�� 7KLV�ZRRGHQ� FKXUFK� LV� GHSLFWHG� RQ� D� ����� 
9DOJD�WRZQ�SDQRUDPD�KHOG�DW�WKH�-��&KU��%URW]H·V�DUFKLYH��%URW]H������������� 
The drawing also shows a wooden bell tower to the west of the church. The 
discovered wall remains were probably the foundation of the bell tower.

VALGA IN THE MIDDLE AGES AND  
        EARLY MODERN PERIODS

The earliest evidence for the existence of Valga as a settlement comes from 
notes mentioning Johannes clericus de Walko and  Johannes Stednic de Walko  
LQ�5LJD·V�ERQG�ERRN�LQ�������.HQNPDQ�����������$OWKRXJK�9DOJD�ZDV�VLWX�
ated on the intersection of important roads, it remained a settlement with�
RXW�WRZQ�ULJKWV�GXULQJ�WKH�0LGGOH�$JHV��6LQFH�LW�ODFNHG�D�ELVKRS�RU�DQ�RU�
der castle, it was destroyed on several occasions during military action.  
7KH�/LWKXDQLDQV� SUREDEO\� EXUQW�9DOJD� LQ� ������ ����� DQG� ������ ,Q� ����� 
and 1501 the Russians burnt and looted the town. It is thought that in 1558 
WKH�DUP\�RI�WKH�/LYRQLDQ�2UGHU�VHW�ÀUH�WR�9DOJD�GXULQJ�LWV�UHWUHDW��.HQN�
PDQ��������²���

Geographically, Valga was located in the centre of Old Livonia, which 
is why it was often the site for political meetings. Valga was one of the 
two meeting places for provincial assemblies (Germ. Landtag) uniting all 

ANDRES TVAURI
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/LYRQLDQ� HVWDWHV�� 7KHVH� ZHUH� JUDQGLRVH�PHHWLQJV�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� DOO� ÀYH�
Livonian bishops and the representatives of their chapters were present 
at the 1435 assembly. The Order was represented by the master and  
several commanders. Furthermore, representatives of vassals and towns  
of Riga, Tallinn and Tartu were present (AR 1, no. 415). Valga was also  
often the location for Livonian town days (Germ. Ständetage). According to  
one estimation, 36 town days were held in Valga before 1500 – more than 
in any other location (Hollander 1888, 10). 

During the Middle Ages, the border between Tartu diocese and the 
Livonian Order probably ran through the town centre of modern Valga. 
During the Middle Ages, the towns of Riga, Tallinn, Tartu and Tartu 
Dome Chapter had their buildings on the border of diocese. Furthermore, 
VHYHUDO�QREOHPHQ�RZQHG�ODQG�LQ�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW��6LQFH�HVWDWH�UHSUHVHQWD�
tives attended a church service at the Luke parish church on the Order 
land, then there was probably not a larger church on the diocese side 
�.HQNPDQQ����������

 After the Livonian War (1558–1583), Valga was transferred to the 
3ROLVK�UXOH�LQ�WKH������ZLWK�-DP�=DSROVNL�WUXFH��7KH�DLP�RI�WKH�3ROLVK�
JRYHUQPHQW�RIÀFLDOV�ZDV�WR�UHSRSXODWH�DUHDV�GHSUDYHG�RI�SHRSOH�GXULQJ�
WKH�ZDU��,Q�RUGHU�WR�DWWUDFW�PRUH�LQKDELWDQWV��WKH�NLQJ�RI�3RODQG��6WHSKHQ�
Báthory, awarded Valga town rights in 1584. The newly populated town 
ZDV� ORFDWHG� LQ� WKH� FXUUHQW� (VWRQLDQ� WHUULWRU\� ZLWK� WKH� WRZQ·V� ZHVW�
HUQ�ERUGHU�UXQQLQJ�DORQJ�.RQQDRMD�²�WKH�FXUUHQW�(VWRQLD�/DWYLD�VWDWH� 
border. However, the newly established town had no time to expand, be�
FDXVH�LW�ZDV�EXUQW�GRZQ�DJDLQ�GXULQJ�WKH�3ROLVK�6ZHGLVK�ZDU�WKDW�VWDUW�
HG�LQ�������:KHQ�9DOJD�ZDV�DQQH[HG�WR�WKH�6ZHGLVK�NLQJGRP�LQ������
the town was left with only ‘3 citizens, a vicar and 1 widow’ (Kenkman 
����������7KH�UHFXSHUDWLQJ�WRZQ�ZDV�SUREDEO\�GHVWUR\HG�DJDLQ�EHWZHHQ� 
�����DQG������LQ�WKH�5XVVLDQ�6ZHGLVK�ZDU��.HQNPDQ������������,Q�WKH� 
beginning of the 18th century, Valga was again destroyed and most  
of its citizens died of hunger and diseases during the Northern War 
(1700–1721). Valga was only able to develop as a town from the end of the  
18th century. 

WHERE WAS VALGA LOCATED  
IN THE MIDDLE AGES?

Although few archaeological investigations have been conducted in Valga 
to this day, supervision work has given us an overview of the spread and 
age of the cultural stratum from a rather broad area. The 2008 archaeo�
logical supervision work was conducted right in the centre of Valga in an 
area 150 m long in the east–west direction and 110 m wide in the north–
south direction around the town church. 

,Q�������WKH�DXWKRU�RI�WKLV�DUWLFOH�H[FDYDWHG�D�WHVW�SLW�RQ�WKH�JURXQGV�
RI�.HVN�6WUHHW�����)LJ������LQ�WKH�QRUWK�HDVWHUQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�EORFN�EHWZHHQ�
5LLD��5DMD�DQG�6HSD�6WUHHWV��7KH�FXOWXUDO�VWUDWXP�ZDV�����P�GHHS�KHUH�� 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SUPERVISION AROUND THE  
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH IN VALGA
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A 55 cm thick brownish sandy soil layer with fragments of 18th century 
FOD\�SLSHV��VWRYH�WLOHV�DQG�UHGZDUHï�ZDV�GHSRVLWHG�RQ�WRS�RI�QDWXUDO�\HOORZ�
LVK�VDQG��1R�DUWHIDFWV�IURP�WKH�0LGGOH�$JHV�ZHUH�IRXQG��7YDXUL�����D���

I also conducted archaeological investigation that year during the 
FRQVWUXFWLRQ� RI� VHZDJH� SLSHOLQH� RQ� 6HSD�� +DUX� DQG� 8XV� 6WUHHW�� ZKHUH�
QR� DUWHIDFWV� IURP� SUH���WK� FHQWXU\� SHULRG� ZHUH� IRXQG� �7YDXUL� ����E��� 
7KH�WUHQFKHV�ZHUH�VLWXDWHG�LQ�DQ�DUHD��ZKLFK�LV�QRW�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�EXLOW�LQ�
DUHD�RQ�D�WRZQ�SODQ�IURP�������($$������������

No location in Valga has yielded evidence of settlement from the  
0LGGOH�$JHV��7KH�RQO\�ÀQG�GDWLQJ�IURP�WKH�0LGGOH�$JHV�LV�WKH�SUHYLRXVO\�
PHQWLRQHG�EURRFK�ZLWK� ¶$9(�0$5,$·�LQVFULSWLRQ�IURP�6W��-RKQ·V�FKXUFK�
FHPHWHU\��%DVHG�RQ�D�VLQJOH�SLHFH�RI�MHZHOOHU\�ZH�FDQQRW�HYHQ�FODLP�WKDW�
6W��-RKQ·V�FHPHWHU\�ZDV�XVHG�IRU�EXULDOV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�$JHV��

Written records also fail to answer the question of where Valga was 
located in the Middle Ages. The oldest Valga town plan dates from 1683 
(Fig. 7). Although buildings are only schematically represented, we can 
recognise the modern street pattern. For example, streets or paths existed 
WKHQ� RQ� WKH� VLWH� RI� WKH� FXUUHQW�5LLD��6HSD��.HVN��9DEDGXVH�DQG�.XSHU�
MDQRYL�VWUHHWV��

Considering the importance of Valga as the location for provincial as�
semblies and town days during the Middle Ages, records about its housing  
and the repeated destruction of the settlement, it is unlikely that no cul�
tural strata or artefacts from the Middle Ages have preserved. We may 
suggest that in the Middle Ages housing in Valga was located to the west 
RI�WKH�ODWHU�FHQWUDO�VTXDUH�DQG�WKH�WRZQ�FKXUFK��LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�RI�5DMD�6WUHHW�
DQG�RQ�WKH�HDVWHUQ�EDQN�RI�.RQQDRMD��6LQFH�WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�QR�DUFKDHR�
logical investigations in that region, these suggestions remain currently 
untested. It is possible that the territory of the town of Valga established 
in 1584 did not at all coincide with that of the Middle Ages’ settlement. 
In this case, the cultural stratum from the Middle Ages should be looked 
for on the northern bank of the Pedeli River running through both the   
FXUUHQW�/DWYLDQ�DQG�(VWRQLDQ�WHUULWRULHV�
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������D�UHNRQVWUXHHULWL�9DOJD�DMDORROLVHV� WXXPLNXV�
-DDQL� NLULNXW� �PEULWVHYDG� WlQDYDG�� 5DMDWL� XXHG�
YHH��� VDGHYHH��� NDQDOLVDWVLRRQL�� MD� N�WWHWRUXVWLNXG��
PLOOH�V�YHQGLWH�NDHYDPLVH�MXXUHV�WRLPXV�DUKHRORR�
JLOLQH�MlUHOHYDOYH��MQ�����

.LULNXVW�S}KMD�MD�LGD�SRRO�ROL�DVIDOGL�DOO�VlLOLQXG�
PXQDNLYLVLOOXWLV�� 6HOOH� DOO� NXQL� ORRGXVOLNX� OLLYDQL�
SDLNQHVLG�OLLYDVW�MD�PXQDNLYLGHVW�NRRVQHYDG����²����
VDMDQGL� VLOOXWLVH�� MD� WlLWHNLKLG� �MQ�����$LQXV�HKLWXV�
MllQXV� VHOOHV� SLLUNRQQDV� ROL� WHOOLVWHVW� VDGHYHHUHQQ�
����VDMDQGLVW��MQ����

.LULNXWRUQL� NLUGHQXUJDVW� S}KMD� SRROH� VXXQGX�
QXG� VRRMDWUDVVL� NDHYLVHV� OHLGXV� OLLYD� VHHV� ODKWLVL�
LQLPOXLG�NLULNXWRUQLVW�NXQL����P�NDXJXVHQL��6HOOHV�
O}LJXV�Y}LV�NDHYDQGL�S}KMDV� MlOJLGD�ND�KDXDORKNH��
Kuna küttetoru paigaldamiseks polnud tarvis sü�
JDYDPDOH� NDHYDWD�� MlLG� PDWXVHG� SXXWXPDWXNV�� 
.LULNX�OllQHXNVH�NRKDO�ROLG�NDHYLVH�LGDSURÀLOLV��MlO�
gitavad vähemalt seitsme haua lohud. Tihedamalt 
paiknesid matused Kesk 15 hoone ees asetsenud 
WUDVVLO}LJXV��6LLQ�SXKDVWDWL� WlLHOLNXOW� Y}L� RVDOLVHOW�
YlOMD�MD�Y}HWL��OHV����PDWXVW��MQ���MD�����/HLXPDWHU�
MDOL��MQ����MD�DMDORROLVWH�DQGPHWH�S}KMDO�RWVXVWDGHV�
kuulusid uuritud PDWXVHG� DMDYDKHPLNNX� �����²
1773. 6DPDVW�DMDVW�SlULQHVLG�ND�-DDQL�NLULNX�NDO�
PLVWXO�������D�XXULWXG����OXXVWLNNX��(UDQGOLNXNV�
OHLXNV�ROL�������D�NDHYDPLVWHO��NV����²����VDMDQGL�
SURQNVLVW�YLWVV}OJ�

.LULNXVW� HGHODV�� .HVN� ��� KRRQH� HHV� SDOMDQGXV�
NDHYLVHV���� FP�N}UJXVHOW� VlLOLQXG����� FP�SDNVXQH�
P��U��PLV�W}HQlROLVHOW�ROL�����VDMDQGLO�VLLQ�VHLVQXG�
puidust kellatorni vundament.

9DOJD�DOHYLN�ROL�NHVNDMDO�WLKWL�/LLYLPDD�OLQQDGH�
SlHYDGH�MD�VHLVXVL��KHQGDYDWH�PDDSlHYDGH�NRJXQH�
PLVNRKDNV�� /LLYL� V}MD� WXOHPXVHO� NHKWHVWXV� 9DOJDV�
3RROD� Y}LP� QLQJ� ������ D� VDL� 9DOJD� OLQQD}LJXVHG�
Vastasutatud linna territoorium paiknes tänapäeva 
(HVWL�SLLUHV��NXVMXXUHV�OLQQD�OllQHSLLU�NXOJHV�P||GD�
.RQQDRMD��NXV�SUDHJX�DVXE�ULLJLSLLU��

Valgas on varemgi tehtud väiksemahulisi ar�
KHRORRJLOLVL� XXULQJXLG�� ������ D� NDHYDVLQ� SURRYL� 
ãXUÀ� .HVN� ��� NUXQGLOH� �MQ� ���� 6DPDO� DDVWDO� WHJLQ�
DUKHRORRJLOLVW� MlUHOHYDOYHW� NDQDOLVDWVLRRQLWUDVVLGH� 
UDMDPLVHO�6HSD��+DUX�MD�8XH�WlQDYD�DODO��0LWWH�NX�
VDJLO�9DOJDV�SROH�VHQL�}QQHVWXQXG�OHLGD�PlUNH�NHVN� 
DHJVHVW� DVXVWXVHVW�� .D� NLUMDOLNXG� DOOLNDG� HL� DQQD�
vastust küsimusele, kus täpselt paiknes keskaegne 
Valga. Vanim Valga kaart pärineb aastast 1638, mil�
OHO�KRRQHG�RQ�NXMXWDWXG�VNHPDDWLOLVHOW��MQ�����$UYHV� 
WDGHV�9DOJD�WlKWVXVW�PDD��MD�OLQQDGHSlHYDGH�SLGD�
PLVH�NRKDQD�NHVNDMDO��WHDWHLG�VLLQ�SDLNQHQXG�KRRQH�
WHVW�MD�DVXOD�NRUGXYDVW�KlYLWDPLVHVW��HL�ROH�XVXWDY��
et keskaegset kultuurkihti siin säilinud ei ole. Ole�
tatavasti paiknesid keskaegse Valga hooned hilise�
PDVW�NHVNYlOMDNXVW�MD�OLQQDNLULNXVW�OllQH�SRRO��5DMD� 
WlQDYD�SLLUNRQQDV�.RQQDRMD�LGDNDOGDO��.XQD�VHOOHV�
piirkonnas seni arheoloogilisi uuringuid tehtud ei 
ROH��MllE�VHH�VHLVXNRKW�HVLDOJX�ROHWXVHNV��9}LPDOLN��
et 1584. aastal asutatud Valga linna territoorium ei 
NDWWX��OGVH�NHVNDHJVH�9DOJD�DOHYLJD��6HO� MXKXO� WX�
leks keskaegset kultuurkihti otsida hoopis Pedeli 
M}H�S}KMDNDOGDOW��QLL�WlQDSlHYD�(HVWL�NXL�/lWL�9DOJD�
alalt.
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