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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS  
IN TARTU CATHEDRAL

In summer 2008, archaeological excavations were carried out in the ruins 
of Tartu Cathedral and conditioned by reconstruction work that had start�
ed there in 2001. Rescue work was carried out because of the construction 
of a drainage pipeline and for repairing the pillars’ foundations inside the 
cathedral. Also the ground level inside the church had to be dropped for 
WKH�QHZ�ÁRRU��SODQQHG�WR�EH���²���FP�ORZHU�IURP�WKH�SUHVHQW�JURXQG�OHYHO��
For this purpose the upper layers of soil were removed by a backhoe from 
the whole north aisle, the northern chapels’ aisle, the northern tower and 
partly from the eighth, westernmost nave of the central aisle1 (Fig. 1) – all 
done under archaeological supervision. 

The uppermost 50 cm of ground consisted mostly of debris (mortar, 
UHPDLQV�RI�ZDOO�EULFNV��WLOHV��ÁRRU�EULFNV�DQG�VRPH�SURÀOHG�EULFNV���6RPH�
pieces of limestone plates also came out while removing debris from the 
QRUWK�DLVOH��6RPH�ERQH�DUWHIDFWV�ZHUH�FROOHFWHG�IURP�WKH�GHEULV�OD\HU�RI�WKH�
QRUWK�DLVOH·V�ÀIWK�FURVV�QDYH��7KH�PRVW�LQWHUHVWLQJ�ÀQG�ZDV�D�EUXVK�ZLWK�D�
bone back. A side or sides of the brush were probably broken, after which 
both sides were smoothed again (Luik 2008, 154–155). Below the debris in 
the depth of 50–60 cm a 5–10 cm thick layer of black soil of high charcoal 
FRQWHQW�WKDW�FRQWDLQHG�IUDJPHQWV�RI���WK�FHQWXU\�SRWWHU\�ZDV�UHYHDOHG�LQ�
the north aisle, in the eighth nave of the central aisle and in the chapel of 
the third cross nave. It probably dates back to the building of the library of 
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7DUWX�LQ�WKH�HDUO\���WK�FHQWXU\�

For laying the pipeline, two trenches were made in the church (Fig. 1):  
one in the westernmost part of the church, the other in the northern aisle, 
parallel with the main axis of the church. 

TRENCH 1
7KH�ÀUVW�WUHQFK�����í���P����P�LQ�GHSWK��ZDV�VLWXDWHG�LQ�WKH�HLJKWK�FURVV�
nave; it was a continuation of the investigation, which started already 
in 2001 (Haak 2002, 110–120) and was continued in 2002. The ground 
in the trench was brown soil that contained traces of natural mineral 
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1 Numeration of the cross naves runs from east to west. As cross naves nos. 1 and 2 have 
UHPDLQHG�LQVLGH�WKH�UH�FRQVWUXFWHG�SDUW�RI�WKH�UXLQV��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7DUWX�+LVWRU\�0XVHXP���
the easternmost investigated cross nave is no. 3.
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ground (yellow sand and reddish clay) and remains of a 
disturbed Late Iron Age cultural layer in its lower part. 
Finds from the disturbed brown soil mostly included wall 
bricks, tiles, mortar, bronze slag and pottery fragments 
from the Viking Age and the Latest Iron Age.

There were several burials in the brown soil in 
trench 1: altogether 22 skeletons and their parts were 
found. As the trench was only 1 m wide and as it cut 
through the burials, most of the skeletons were incom�
SOHWH�DQG�RQO\���RI�WKHP�ZHUH�XQHDUWKHG�WRWDOO\��DOO�VXE�
adults). Also a big limestone slab 1.27 × 1.10 × 0.13 m 
ZLWK�D�ÁDW�VXUIDFH��EXW�ZLWKRXW�HQJUDYLQJV�DQG�EURNHQ�LQ�
WKUHH�SDUWV��ZDV�IRXQG��7KH�VODE��HLWKHU�D�ELJ�ÁRRU�SODWH�
or even a gravestone, was situated 1.1 m deep from the 
ground level, not in its original position. From the brown 
soil full of debris a fragment of medieval brocade band 
made of silk and very thin gilded silver plates (Rammo 
����������ÀJ������ZDV�IRXQG��$�\HOORZ�PHGLHYDO�biser bead 
was also found among the probable grave goods from the 
mixed layer.

TRENCH 2
7UHQFK�������í���P��ZDV�VLWXDWHG�LQ�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�DLVOH��
beginning from its westernmost part and ending in the 
ÀIWK�FURVV�QDYH��,WV�GHSWK�ZDV���P�LQ�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�DQG�
1.5 m in the end. The whole trench went through mixed 
VRLO�WKDW�FRQWDLQHG�VRPH�VWUD\�ÀQGV��)LJ������7KH�JURXQG�
KDG�EHHQ�JUHDWO\�GLVWXUEHG�LQ�WKH�6RYLHW�WLPH�E\�D�ZDWHU�
pipeline construction and a lot of mixed human and ani�
mal bones and garbage of that time was found there.

The disturbed ground of the trenches contained 
also several fragments of medieval stoneware and 7 
coins from the second half of the 13th century to the 
end of the 15th century, all of Tartu bishopric (Table 
1). The coins may be either donations from graves that 
were disturbed, occasionally lost coins or gifts brought 
to medieval altars.

CONSTRUCTION REMAINS AND FLOORS  
         INSIDE THE CATHEDRAL 

The removal of debris revealed also some construction remains, both me�
dieval and of later origin. Thus, many big granite stones of granite that 
may belong to the earlier church foundations were unearthed in the north 
aisle. Big granite stones have earlier been found also from other parts 
RI�WKH�FKXUFK��9DON������������0DQ\�RI�WKH�VWRQHV�ZHUH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�ÀIWK�
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Fig. 1.   The Cathedral of Tartu 
and the locations of 
excavation plots.  
1 –  existing walls of  
the Cathedral 
2 – perished walls of  
the Cathedral 
3 – excavation plot  
of 2001 
4 – black cultural layer 
upon virgin sand 
5 – black cultural layer 
upon mixed soil 
6 – location of the 
medieval defensive wall 
of Toome Hill 
7 – burial chamber of 
bricks 
8 – burial 
9 – excavation plots  
of 2008 
10 – debris removing areas 
11 – graveplate 
12 – wall of the museum 
building.

Jn 1.     Tartu toomkirik ja 
kaevandite asukohad. 
1 – Toomkiriku säilinud 
müürid 
2 – Toomkiriku hävinud 
müürid 
3 – 2001. a kaevand 
4 – must kultuurkiht 
puutumata alusliival 
5 – must kultuurkiht 
segatud pinnasel 
6 – Toome kaitsemüüri 
koht 
7 – tellistest hauakast 
8 – matus 
9 – 2008. a kaevandid 
10 – rusust puhastatud ala 
11 – hauaplaadi asukoht 
12 – muuseumi hoone 
välissein.

Drawing / Joonis: Riina Vesi, 
Maria Smirnova
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cross nave where a foundation made of them, probably 
belonging to an altar, was unearthed on the west side of 
the pillar. 

During the excavations also some remains of the  
FDWKHGUDO�ÁRRUV�ZHUH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�QRUWK�DLVOH��)ORRU�IUDJ�
ments were preserved only near the walls and around 
WKH�SLOODUV��H�J��)LJ������,Q�WKH�ÀIWK�FURVV�QDYH��WKHUH�ZHUH�

WUDFHV�RI�WKUHH�ÁRRUV��WKH�XSSHUPRVW�RI�WKHP����FP�GHHSHU�IURP�WKH�JURXQG�
OHYHO��7KH�ÀUVW�DQG�WKH�VHFRQG�ÁRRU�ZHUH�PDGH�RI�TXDGUDQJXODU�ÁRRU�EULFNV�
����í����í���FP���7KH�ÀUVW�WZR�ÁRRUV�ZHUH�SLOHG�RQ�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�OLQNHG�
ZLWK�PRUWDU��EHWZHHQ�WKH�VHFRQG�DQG�WKH�WKLUG�ÁRRU�WKHUH�ZDV�\HOORZ�VDQG��
7KH�WKLUG�ORZHVW�ÁRRU�ZDV�PDGH�RI�WZR�W\SHV�RI�EULFNV��ERWK�LQ�VDPH�VL]H�
24.1 × 24.1 × 7 cm): green glazed bricks and ordinary ones without glaze. 
7KH�ÁRRU�ZDV�EXLOW�LQ�D�¶FKHVVERDUG·�SDWWHUQ��RUGLQDU\�DQG�JOD]HG�VWRQHV�
YDULHG�LQ�WXUQ��8QGHU�WKH�WKLUG�ÁRRU�WKHUH�ZDV�JUH\LVK�VDQG�WKDW�FRQWDLQHG�
small pieces of charcoal.

,Q� WKH�VHYHQWK�FURVV�QDYH�QH[W� WR� WKH�ÀUVW�� L�H��ZHVWHUQPRVW�SLOODU��
VRPH�IUDJPHQWV�RI�WKH�ÁRRU�ZHUH�DOVR�IRXQG��7KH�EULFNV�WKHUH�PHDVXUHG�
���í����í���FP��,Q�WKH�VDPH�FURVV�QDYH�QH[W�WR�WKH�VHFRQG�SLOODU�WZR�ÁRRU�
bricks (24 × 25 × 8 cm) were situated. In both cases yellow sand was placed 
between the bricks and under them (in the last case a layer of 13 cm). In 
WKH�WKLUG��IRXUWK�DQG�VHYHQWK�FURVV�QDYHV�DOVR�VLPLODU�ÁRRU�IUDJPHQWV�ZHUH�
found and they were in the same context as in the sixth cross nave. 

From the chapel in the third cross nave the lower part of a trans�
verse wall (Fig. 3), built later than other chapel walls, was discovered.  
7KH����FP�WKLFN�ZDOO�ZDV�PDGH�RI�EULFNV�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�SXW�WRJHWKHU�KDVWLO\�� 
The foundation was covered by a 20 cm thick burnt layer with pottery  
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Findings no. / 
Leiu nr

302

306

314

345

350

353

368

Coin / Münt

7DUWX�ELVKRSULF��%DUWKRORPlXV�6DZLMHUZH������²�������KDOI�SHQQ\�(Scherf)
%UDNWHDDW��7DUWX�SLLVNRSNRQG��%DUWKRORPlXV�6DZLMHUZH������²�������ãHUI

7DUWX�ELVKRSULF��'LHWULFK�,,,�'DPHURZ������²�������SHQQ\
%UDNWHDDW��7DUWX�SLLVNRSNRQG��'LHWULFK�,,,�'DPHURZ������²�������SHQQ

Tartu bishopric, Helmich von Mallinkrodt (1459–1468), half penny (Scherf)
%UDNWHDDW��7DUWX�SLLVNRSNRQG��+HOPLFK�YRQ�0DOOLQNURGW������²�������ãHUI

Tartu bishopric, end of the 13th century and beginning of the 14th century, penny
%UDNWHDDW��7DUWX�SLLVNRSNRQG������VDMDQGL�O}SS�²�����VDMDQGL�DOJXV��SHQQ

Tartu bishopric, end of the 13th century and beginning of the 14th century, penny
%UDNWHDDW��7DUWX�SLLVNRSNRQG������VDMDQGL�O}SS�²�����VDMDQGL�DOJXV��SHQQ

Tartu bishopric, Dietrich IV Resler (1413–1441), half penny (Scherf),
 beginning from 1426
%UDNWHDDW��7DUWX�SLLVNRSNRQG��'LHWULFK�,9�5HVOHU������²�������ãHUI��DODWHV�����

Tartu bishopric, end of the 13th century and beginning of the 14th century, penny
%UDNWHDDW��7DUWX�SLLVNRSNRQG������VDMDQGL�O}SS�²�����VDMDQGL�DOJXV��SHQQ

Cross nave /
Lööv

VIII

VIII

VIII

III

III

III

III

Table 1. Medieval coins from 
Tartu Cathedral.  

Tabel 1. Keskaegsed mündid Tartu 
Toomkirikust. 

Identified by / Määranud: Mauri 
Kiudsoo, AI
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fragPHQWV�IURP�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��7KH�ZDOO�PD\�EH�FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK�EXLOGLQJ�
the university library. A well (2.45 × 2.60 m) in the seventh cross nave, made 
of big granite stones bound with mortar also originates from that period.  
,Q�WKH�QRUWK�DLVOH·V�VL[WK�FURVV�QDYH�D�WLPEHU�IUDPHG�FHVVSLW�RU�ZDVWH�SLW�
ZDV�IRXQG�QHDU�WKH�ÀIWK�SLOODU��7KH�XSSHU�SDUW�RI�WKH�SLW�������í������P��
FRQWDLQHG�QXPHURXV���WK�FHQWXU\�SRWWHU\� IUDJPHQWV��3LHFHV�RI�GLIIHUHQW�
W\SHV�RI�KRXVH�ZDUH�ZHUH�IRXQG��SRWV��SODWHV�DQG�ÁRZHU�SRWV��

THE GRAVE STONE AND AREA UNDER IT 
A large limestone plate was found in situ in the north aisle in the third 
WUDQVYHUVH�QDYH��)LJV�����������DW�WKH�OHYHO�RI�WKH�XSSHUPRVW�ÁRRU��WKH�UH�
mains of which were preserved immediately north of it. The stone 2.07 × 
1.36 × 0.12 m was covered with a 50 cm thick layer of debris. It was deco�
UDWHG�ZLWK�D�FDUYHG�PDOH�ÀJXUH��VXUURXQGHG�E\�D�WH[W�ZULWWHQ�LQ�PLQXVFOHV�� 
As the text and the image on the stone were somewhat worn, the stone 
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Fig. 3.   Grave plate and preserved 
floor fragments on its 
north side in the third 
cross nave of the northern 
aisle and revealed 
foundation of a transverse 
wall in the northern 
chapels’ aisle next to it.

Jn 3.      Hauaplaat, säilinud 
põrandaplaadid selle 
põhjaküljel põhjalöövi III 
ristlöövis ja avastatud 
müüripõhi külgnevas 
põhjapoolses kabelilöövis.

Photo / Foto: Martin Malve

1.

2.

3. 4.

Fig. 2.   Random finds from debris 
of Tartu Cathedral.  
1 – fragment of bird-
shaped clay whistle 
2 – fragment of decorated 
clay pipe bowl 
3 – bone artefact fragment  
4 – lock’s decorative 
copper cover.

Jn 2.     Juhuleiud Tartu 
toomkiriku rusukihist.  
1 – linnukujulise savivile 
katke  
2 – dekoreeritud savipiibu 
katke 
3 – luueseme katke  
z

(TM A 172: 25, 1, 67, 182.)
Photo / Foto: Martin Malve

1 cm0



might be preliminarily dated to the second half of the 
��WK�RU�ÀUVW�TXDUWHU�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��7KH�OHIW�FRUQHU�
RI� WKH� SODWH� ZDV�PLVVLQJ�� 6LQFH� D� 6RYLHW� WLPH� SLSHOLQH�
trench had been dug next to the plate, it was probably de�
VWUR\HG�E\�D�EDFNKRH��,Q�WKH�KRSH�WR�ÀQG�WKH�PLVVLQJ�FRU�
QHU��WKH�SLSHOLQH�WUHQFK�ZDV�UH�RSHQHG�LQ�WKH�WKLUG�DQG�
fourth cross nave in the northern aisle, but the work did 
not give the expected result. However, a fragment (maxi�
PDO�PHDVXUHV����í����FP��RI�DQRWKHU�����FP�WKLFN�EUDQG�
new grave stone with minuscle letters was discovered 
from the trench. There is not much information about 

WKH�JUDYH�VWRQHV�RI�7DUWX�&DWKHGUDO�VR�IDU��9DON������������'HVWUXFWLRQ�RI�
grave plates started already in 1558, when Russian soldiers were hunting 
IRU�WUHDVXUHV�IURP�WKH�JUDYHV��5XVVRZ������������

Under the big grave stone the area of 2.10 × 1.30 m was studied up 
to the intact ground, i.e. the depth of 2.02 m from the ground level prior 
to the excavations (Fig. 1). Under the stone a layer of 1.40 m thick dis�
turbed brown soil was discovered. The upper 1.05 m of it consisted mainly 
of debris (broken bricks, roof tiles, mortar) and the lowest 35 cm contained 
traces of natural soil, clay and disturbed Late Iron Age cultural layer.  
The brown layer contained also burials and mixed bones. Under the stone 
VHYHQ� VNHOHWRQV� ZHUH� UHYHDOHG�� WZR� RI� WKHP� FRPSOHWHO\� DQG� ÀYH� SDUWO\�
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Fig. 4.   Male figure on the grave-
plate in the third cross 
nave of the northern aisle: 
left – general view, right – 
close view. 

Jn 4.    Mehekujutis põhjalöövi 
kolmandast ristlöövist 
leitud hauaplaadil:  
vasak – üldvaade,  
parem – lähivaade.

(TM A 172: 388.)
Photo / Foto: Heiki Valk
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under it. One of the two completely preserved skeletons belonged to an 
adult male (50+ years old) and the other one to an infant (0–2 months old).  
Other skeletons were destroyed by reburials or only partly excavated.  
8QGHU�WKH�JUDYH�SODWH�DOVR�VRPH�PL[HG�ERQHV�RI���RWKHU�DGXOWV�DQG���VXE�
adults were found.

BURIALS
([FDYDWLRQV� UHYHDOHG� ��� VNHOHWRQV� DQG� WKHLU� SDUWV� SUHVHUYHG� in situ. 
From trench 1 22 skeletons and under the grave plate 7 skeletons were 
XQHDUWKHG��6NHOHWRQ�DQDO\VHV�DVFULEHG����VNHOHWRQV�WR�PDOHV��DJHV����WR�
������ �� WR� IHPDOHV� �DJHV���� WR� ����� DQG���� WR� VXE�DGXOWV� �DJHV�EHWZHHQ�
0 months to 18 years). The number of mixed bones (thighbones) from 
the trenches suggested an approximate number of destroyed burials.  
'XULQJ�WKH�ORQJ�WLPH�XVH�RI�WKH�FHPHWHU\�DQG�GXH�WR�ODWHU�HDUWK�ZRUN�DW�
OHDVW�����DGXOW�DQG����VXE�DGXOW�EXULDOV�KDG�EHHQ�GHVWUR\HG��7KH�ELJJHU�
number of adult bones as compared to children bones indicates their bet�
ter preservation, but it is also possible that child burials were fewer in the 
cathedral. The big number of destroyed burials shows that the burial con�
centration in the church has been relatively high. This was also observed 
GXULQJ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�H[FDYDWLRQV��9DON�����������

Pathology signs were also noted on the bones. Most pathologies in�
FOXGHG�RVWHRDUWKULWLV��GHJHQHUDWLYH�MRLQW�GLVHDVH���RVWHRP\HOLWLV��VFKPRUO·V�
nodes, metabolic bone diseases (for example: rickets), hematologic disorders 
– the anemias (for example: cribra orbitalia), one burial had benign tumour 
RI�ERQH��EXWWRQ�RVWHRPD��DQG�WUDXPDV�RI�GLIIHUHQW�OLPEV��6WHLQERFN�������� 
All this is quite common for medieval cemeteries.

,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�ÀYH�EXULDOV�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�KDQGV�FRXOG�EH�REVHUYHG��WKH\�
ZHUH�FURVVHG�RQ�VWRPDFK�RU�RQ�EHOW�]RQH��0RVW�RI�WKH�ÀQGV�IURP�WKH�EXUL�
DOV�ZHUH�FRIÀQ�QDLOV��,Q�VRPH�JUDYHV�WUDFHV�RI�ZRRG�DURXQG�WKH�QDLOV�DQG�
XQGHU�WKH�FRLQV�ZHUH�SUHVHUYHG��:RRGHQ�FRIÀQV�FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK�QDLOV�KDYH�
DOVR�EHHQ�IRXQG�IURP�WKH�FHPHWHU\�RI�6W��-RKQ·V�&KXUFK�LQ�7DUWX��7LLUPDD�
�����������7KUHH�VNHOHWRQV�KDG�FRLQV�DV�JUDYH�JRRGV��RQH�FRLQ�LQ�WZR�FDVHV�
DQG�WZR�FRLQV�LQ�RQH�FDVH��$OO�FRLQV�IURP�WKH�EXULDOV�ZHUH�6ZHGLVK�1/6�öres, 
minted between 1666 and 1681. Most of the burials were oriented accord�
LQJ�WR�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�WUDGLWLRQ��KHDG�WRZDUGV�WKH�ZHVW�RU�VRXWK�ZHVW���EXW�
there were also several graves with different orientations, e.g. in an op�
SRVLWH�GLUHFWLRQ�RU�SHUSHQGLFXODU�WR�RWKHUV��6L[�EXULDOV�ZHUH�GLUHFWHG�WR�WKH�
HDVW����PDOHV����IHPDOH�DQG���VXE�DGXOW��DQG�WZR�WR�WKH�QRUWK��ERWK�PDOHV���
Probably these burials belong to the period when the church was already 
deserted or in ruins: during the Livonian War (1558–1582) and the Polish 
�����²������DQG�WKH�6ZHGLVK������²������UHLJQ��

In the Middle Ages not only clerks, but also profane persons, like 
the bishop’s vassals and members of their families were buried under the 
FKXUFK�ÁRRU��%XULDO�LQVLGH�WKH�FKXUFK�ZDV�RQO\�IRU�QRELOLW\�DQG�LW�GHSHQGHG�
RQ� WKH� ÀQDQFLDO� UHVRXUFHV��%X\LQJ� EXULDO� JURXQG� WR� WKH� ELVKRSULF�PDLQ�
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Fig. 5.   Fragments of Late Iron 
Age cultural layer in the 
fourth cross nave in the 
northern aisle of Tartu 
Cathedral.

Jn 5.     Noorema rauaaja 
kultuurkihi jäänused 
Tartu toomkiriku 
põhjalöövi IV ristlöövis.

Photo / Foto: Heiki Valk

church must have cost much, not anyone could afford it. Burials from the 
��WK�FHQWXU\�PLJKW�EHORQJ��MXGJLQJ�E\�WKH�UXLQHG�VWDWXV�RI�WKH�&DWKHGUDO� 
DW�WKDW�WLPH��WR�WKH�FRPPRQ�SHRSOH��,W�LV�DOVR�VKRZQ�E\�VPDOO�YDOXH�FRLQV�
that served as grave goods. In the 16th–17th centuries it was a very popu�
ODU�WUDGLWLRQ�WR�SXW�FRLQV�DV�GRQDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�JUDYHV�LQ�VRXWKHUQ�(VWRQLD��
both in rural cemeteries and urban churchyards (Valk 2001, 57–58, 76–77; 
9DON����������²�����

LATE IRON AGE CULTURAL LAYER
8QGHU�WKH�JUDYH�VWRQH�DQG�RQ�ERWK�VLGHV�RI�WKH�6RYLHW�WLPH�SLSHOLQH�WUHQFK�
also some in situ remains of prehistoric cultural layer were found upon 

MARTIN MALVE & HEIKI VALK 

1. 2.

3. 4. 1 cm0

Fig. 6    Latest Iron Age pottery 
with wave and line 
ornament from Tartu 
Cathedral.

Jn 6.     Hilisrauaaegsed lain- 
ja joonornamendiga 
savinõukillud Tartu 
Toomkirikust. 

(TM A 172: 229, 343, 358, 212.)
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intact natural ground – reddish clay and yellow sand above it. The layer of 
dark, almost black, locally brownish and greyish sand with a high content 
of charcoal particles was ca. 10 cm thick (Fig. 5). The same layer has been 
found also during the earlier excavations inside, north and south of the 
FDWKHGUDO��9DON���������²����ÀJV���²���+DDN��������7KH�OD\HU�FRQWDLQHG�
QXPHURXV�IUDJPHQWV�RI�SUHKLVWRULF�ZDUH��LQFOXGLQJ�VRPH�KDQG�PDGH�SRW�
WHU\��:KHHO�WKURZQ�SRWWHU\�ZDV�VRPHWLPHV�GHFRUDWHG�ZLWK�ZDYH�DQG�OLQH�
ornamentation and a combination of both (Fig. 6). The pottery mainly 
GDWHV�EDFN�WR�SHULRG�IURP�WKH���WK�WR�WKH�ÀUVW�TXDUWHU�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�
(Tvauri 2000; Tvauri 2005, 47). Finds of Viking Age pottery, likewise in 
WKH�FRXUVH�RI�SUHYLRXV�H[FDYDWLRQV� �9DON������������ZHUH�QRW�QXPHURXV��
The pottery from the Latest Iron Age layer is typical for prehistoric Tartu, 
especially for the downtown. Traces of the same layer and ware fragments 
originating from it were found also in other parts of the excavated area.

CONCLUSIONS 
7KH�H[FDYDWLRQV�FRQÀUP�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�SUHYLRXV�ZRUN�DQG�ZULWWHQ�GDWD�WKDW�
the cathedral was founded on the site of a Late Iron Age settlement soon 
DIWHU�WKH�FRQTXHVW��9DON������������EHWZHHQ�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SUHKLVWRULF� 
FXOWXUDO�OD\HU�DQG�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�FKXUFK�QR�SRVW�FRQTXHVW�VHWWOHPHQW�OD\HU�
KDV� IRUPHG�� ,QYHVWLJDWHG� JUDYHV� FRQÀUP� WKH� H[LVWLQJ� SLFWXUH� DERXW� WKH�
FKDUDFWHU�DQG�FKURQRORJ\�RI�WKH�FHPHWHU\��7KH�PRVW�VLJQLÀFDQW�ÀQGV�LQ�
FOXGHG�D�ZHOO�SUHVHUYHG�JUDYH�VWRQH�DQG�D�IUDJPHQW�RI�DQRWKHU�VWRQH��&RLQV�
from the second half of the 17th century show that the inside of the church 
was still in use long after the church was ruined and deserted.
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2008. a suvel toimusid Tartu toomkirikus arheoloo�
JLOLVHG�XXULQJXG��DMHQGDWXQD�������D�DOXVWDWXG�GUH�
QDDåLWRUXGH� SDLJDOGXVW||� MlWNXPLVHVW� NDKHNVDQGDV�
ULVWO||YLV�MD�S}KMDO||YLV��MQ�����5XVX�HHPDOGDWL�S}KMD�
O||YLVW�QLQJ�VHOOH�NDEHOLWHVW��S}KMDWRUQLVW�MD�RVDOLVHOW�
kesklöövi kaheksandast ristlöövist. 

(VLPHVHV�WUDVVLV�����í���P��V�JDYXV�X���P��MQ����
MlUJQHV� ��� FP�SDNVXVHOH� UXVXNLKLOH� �²��� FP�SDNV�
V|HQH� NLKW��PLV� VLVDOGDV� ���� VDM� NHUDDPLNDW�� 6HOOH�
DOO� SDOMDQGXV� VHJDWXG� SUXXQL� PXOOD� NLKW�� PLV� ROL�
alumises osas vähem rusune kui ülemises. Tras�
si sügavamas osas hakkas pruun muld sisaldama 
URKNHP�ORRGXVOLNX�NROODVH�OLLYD�MD�SXQDND�VDYL�QLQJ�
tumeda muinasaegse kultuurkihi pesi. Trassist leiti 
���PDWXVW��PLOOHVW����N}LN�DODHDOLVHG��ROLG�WlLHOLNXOW�
VlLOLQXG��3}KLOLVHG�OHLXG�ROLG�P��UL�� MD�S}UDQGDWHO�
OLVWH��NDWXVHNLYLGH�MD�SURÀLOWHOOLVWH�NDWNHG��/HLWL�ND�
SDOMX� VHJDWXG� LQLP�� MD� ORRPDOXLG� QLQJ� KXOJDOLVHOW�
VDYLQ}XNLOGH��PLOOHVW� HQDPLN� SlULQHV�PXLQDVDMDVW��
Trassist avastati suur siledaks tahutud paeplaat –  
NDV�S}UDQGDSODDW�Y}L�NLUMDGHWD�KDXDNLYL��7lKHOHSD�
QXYllUVHLP� OHLG� ROL� VLLGLVW� MD� NXOODWXG� K}EHSOHNLVW�
EURNDDWSDHO�� 6HJDWXG� NLKLVW�� PLV� Y}LE� ROOD� VHRWXG�
matustega, leiti kollane kudrushelmes.

7HLQH� WUDVV� ����í���P�� V�JDYXV��²����P��NDHYD�
WL�S}KMDO||YL� �MQ����9,,,²9�ULVWO||YL� MXED�YDUHP� OlEL�
NDHYDWXG�YHHWUDVVL�DODOH��.UDDYLVW�OHLWL�SDOMX�VHJDWXG�
LQLP��MD�ORRPDOXLG�QLQJ��NVLNXLG�MXKXOHLGH��MQ����

5XVXHHPDOGXVH� NlLJXV� WXOL� S}KMDO||YL� YLLHQGDVW� 
ULVWO||YLVW��SLLODUL�OllQHN�OMHOW�QlKWDYDOH�VXXULP|UGL�
JD�VHRWXG�PDDNLYH��.XQD�NHVNDMDO�SDLNQHVLG�DOWDULG�
NLULNXV�HUL�NRKWDGHV��Y}LV�WHJHPLVW�ROOD�RPDDHJVH�DO�
WDUL�DOXVHJD��hNVLNXLG�PDDNLYH��PLV�Y}LYDG�SlULQHGD�
varasema kiriku vundamendist, esines rusus roh�
NHPJL��3}KMDO||YLV� OHLWL�SLLODULWH� MD� VHLQWH�llUHVW�ND�
NLULNXS}UDQGD�MllQXVHLG��MQ�����.XXHQGDV�ULVWO||YLVW�
SDOMDQGXV� NROP� S}UDQGDNLKWL��PLOOHVW� �OHPLVHG� ROLG�
WHKWXG����í����í��� FP�P}}WPHWHJD� WHOOLVSODDWLGHVW��
$OXPLQH�S}UDQG� ROL� ODRWXG�PDOHODXD�NXMXOLVHOW�� JOD�
VXXULWXG�URKHOLVHG�MD�WDYDOLVHG�S}UDQGDSODDGLG�������í� 
����� í� �� FP�� YDKHOGXVLG� NRUGDP||GD�� 3}KMDWRUQL�
DOXQH� UXVX� VLVDOGDV� VDPXWL� P��UL�� MD� S}UDQGDWHOOL�
seid, katusekive, tänapäevast prügi ning hulgaliselt  
ORRPD��MD�LQLPOXLG��5XVXV�OHLGXV�OXXHVHPHLG��PLOOHVW�
tähelepanuväärseim oli hari.

5XVXHHPDOGXVHO� OHLWL� ND� NHVNDMDVW� KLOLVHPDLG�
HKLWXVMllQXVHLG�� 6HLWVPHQGDVW� O||YLVW� WXOL� QlKWDYD�
le mördiga seotud suurtest maakividest kaev (2,45 ×  
�����P���PLV� ROL� WlLGHWXG�Q}XNRJXGHDHJVH� ROPHSU��
JLJD�� .XXHQGD� ULVWO||YL� YLLHQGD� SLLODUL� MXXUHVW� OHLWL�
YlLNHVWHVW��PDUSDONLGHVW�MllWPH��Y}L�ODPSNDVW�������

í������P���PLOOH��ODRVD�VLVDOGDV�URKNHVWL�����VDMDQGL�
NHUDDPLNDNLOGH� �ODXD�� MD� WRLGXQ}XG�� OLOOHSRWLG���.RO�
PDQGD� ULVWO||YL� NDEHOLV� SDOMDQGXV� KRROHWXOW� MD� HED�
korrapäraselt laotud tellismüür (laius 60 cm), mis 
ROL� MDJDQXG�NDEHOL�NDKHNV��7HJHPLVW�Y}LE�ROOD�7DUWX�
hOLNRROL�UDDPDWXNRJX�HKLWDPLVH�DHJVH�P��ULJD��6HO�
OH�SHDO�ROL����FP�SDNVXQH�PXVW�����VDMDQGL�S}OHQJX�
kiht.

3}KMDO||YL� NROPDQGD� Y}OYLNX� S}KMDVHUYDVW� WXOL�
�OHPLVH� S}UDQGD� V�JDYXVHOW� S}UDQGDSODDWLGH� N}U�
valt 50 cm paksuse rusukihi alt nähtavale 2,07 × 
�����í� �����P�P}}WPHWHJD� SDHVW�� LQLPÀJXXULJD� MD�
VHUYDGHV�SDLNQHYD�PLQXVNHONLUMDJD�KDXDNLYL� �MQ����
4), mille vasak ülemine nurk oli murdunud. Plaa�
GLDOXQH�DOD�S}KMDO||YL�S}KMDVHLQD�YXQGDPHQGL�N}U�
val (2,10 × 1,30 m) uuriti läbi kuni puutumatu loo�
GXVOLNX�SLQQDVHQL��3ODDGL�DOW�OHLWL���PDWXVW��P}QHG�
neist ulatusid selle alla vaid osaliselt. Kaks matust 
olid terved: täiskasvanud mees vanuses 50+ aastat 
MD�YDVWV�QGLQX�YDQXVHV��²��NXXG��+DXDG�XODWXVLG�
looduslikku pinnasesse, mille moodustas punakas 
VDYL� MD� VHGD� NDWWHY� NROODQH� OLLY�� /RRGXVOLNX� NLKL�
peal oli kohati säilinud muinasaegset musta kul�
WXXUNLKWL�� PLV� VLVDOGDV� ODLQH�� MD� MRRQRUQDPHQGLJD�
VDYLQ}XNLOGH� �MQ� ��� QLQJ� YlKHVHO� KXOJDO� YLLNLQJL�
aegset käsikeraamikat. Hauakivi puuduvat nur�
ND� RWVLGHV� NDHYDWL� Q}XNRJXGHDHJQH� YHHWUDVV� ODK�
WL� S}KMDO||YL� ��� MD� ��� ULVWO||YL� XODWXVHV�� .LYL� QXUN�
MlL� OHLGPDWD�� NXLG� P}OHPD� Y}OYLNX� DODO� ROL� WUDVVL�
servades säilinud u 10 cm paksust muinaskihti  
�MQ�����/HLWL�ND� WHLVH�� WlLHVWL�NXOXPDWD�SDHVW�KDXD�
SODDGL�PLQXVNHONLUMDJD�NDWNH�

.DHYDPLVWH� NlLJXV� DYDWL� ��� PDWXVW�� 0DHWXWH�
seas oli 15 meest (vanuses 20–50+), 4 naist (vanuses 
��²����� MD� ��� DODHDOLVW� �YDVWV�QGLQXG� ²� ��� DDVWDW���
.DKH� WUDVVL� LQLPOXXG�SlULQHVLG�YlKHPDOW����� O}KX�
WXG�PDWXVHVW������WlLVNDVYDQXW�MD����DODHDOLVW���3HD�
PLVWHNV�KDXDOHLGXGHNV�ROLG�NLUVWXQDHODG��P}QHO�SX�
KXO�ROL�QDHOWH��PEUXVHV�MD�P�QWLGH�DOO�VlLOLQXG�YHLGL�
NLUVWXSXLWX��6XUQXG�ROLG�HQDPDVWL�PDHWXG�YDVWDYDOW�
kristlikule traditsioonile – peaga lääne suunas. Kuus 
PDWXVW�ROLG�YDVWDVVXXQDOLVHG��NDNV�SHDJD�S}KMD�SRR�
le, risti kirikuga. Peamisteks luustikel esinenud pa�
toloogiateks olid osteomüeliit, osteoartroos, rahhiit, 
aneemia, punktosteoom; täheldati ka mitmeid para�
nenud luumurde.

.DHYDPLVWHO�OHLWL�NRNNX����P�QWL�²�QLL�NHVNDMDVW������ 
NXL�ND�URRWVL�DMDVW������.HVNDHJVHG�P�QGLG�K}OPDVLG�
SHULRRGL�����VDM�O}SXVW�NXQL�����VDM�O}SXQL��URRWVLDHJ�
VHG�ROLG�����VDM�WHLVHVW�SRROHVW��WDEHO�����
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