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ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRIAL  
EXCAVATIONS ON RÕUGE HILL FORT,  
SOUTH-EAST ESTONIA

,Q�������VPDOO�VFDOH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�H[FDYDWLRQV�WRRN�SODFH�RQ�WKH�5}XJH�
KLOO�IRUW��VRXWK�HDVWHUQ�(VWRQLD��5}XJH�SDULVK���7KH�SODWHDX�RI�5}XJH�KLOO�
IRUW�KDV�EHHQ� WKRURXJKO\�VWXGLHG� LQ�����²������ ,Q� WKH�FRXUVH�RI� WKHVH�
H[FDYDWLRQV�DOVR�D���P�ZLGH�WUHQFK�ZDV�PDGH�LQ�LWV�HDVWHUQ�UDPSDUW��VHH�
6FKPLHGHKHOP����������²�����ÀJ������7KH�PDLQ�DLP�RI�WKH�QHZ�LQYHVWL�
JDWLRQV�ZDV�WR�UH�RSHQ�WKH�SURÀOH�RI�WKH�UDPSDUW�DQG�WR�FROOHFW�FKDUFRDO�
from its several burnt layers, in order to date the burnings of the hill 
fort more precisely. The excavations were carried out by the University 
of Tartu. 

In all, three trial pits were made – two on the eastern rampart (trial 
pits A and B) and one (trial pit C) in the moat separating the fort and the 
synchronous settlement site east of it (Fig.1). The locations of the trial pits 
ZHUH�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�H[FDYDWLRQ�SORW�RI�WKH�����V��7KH�EXUQW�OD\HUV�IRXQG�LQ�
the rampart were also numbered according to the system of the former 
H[FDYDWLRQV��,²9,�IURP�WKH�ERWWRP�WR�WKH�WRS��VHH�$XQ�������ÀJ������

TRIAL PIT A
In order to reveal the 3 m wide part of the southern pro�
ÀOH� RI� WKH� ����V� UDPSDUW� WUHQFK��PL[HG� VRLO� ÀOOLQJ� WKH�
old excavation plot was removed by a small backhoe in 
������ 7KH� XQHDUWKHG� SURÀOH� LQFRUSRUDWHG�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�
the numeration of the previous excavations, quadrates  
��DQG�����)LYH�OD\HUV�RI�EXUQW�WLPEHU�DQG�QXPHURXV�FKDU�
FRDO�SDUWLFOHV�FRXOG�EH�REVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�SURÀOH��7ULDO�SLW�$�
was measured conterminously south of the trench of the 
����V�� LWV� OHQJWK� IURP�HDVW� WR�ZHVW�ZDV���P�� WKH�ZLGWK�
from north to south was 1.1 m. After removing the burnt 
layer IV, the measures of the excavation plot was reduced 
to 3 × 1.1 m (Fig. 2). 
  The upper part of the eastern rampart was partly dis�
turbed (mostly 30–40 cm, in some places even 70–80 cm  
IURP� WKH� PRGHUQ� JURXQG� OHYHO�� LQ� WKH� 6RYLHW� SHULRG�� 
The rampart had been a popular place for the Midsum�
PHU�ÀUHV��6W��-RKQ·V�'D\���
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Fig. 1.  The location of the trial 
pits A, B and C in Rõuge 
hill fort. The excavation 
plots of the 1950s are 
marked in grey.

Jn 1.     Proovikaevandite A, B ja 
C asukoht Rõuge linnusel.  
1950. aastate kaevandid on 
märgitud halliga.

Drawing / Joonis: Anti Lillak
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Fig. 2.   The trial pit A after the 
excavations. View from  
the north.

Jn 2.     Proovikaevand A pärast 
kaevamist. Vaade põhjast.

Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak

Fig. 3.   Burnt layer IV.  
The charred logs A, B and  
C (from left to right) and  
a pit next to them. View 
from the south.

Jn 3.     IV põlengukiht.  
Söestunud palgid A, B 
ja C (vasakult paremale) 
ning nende kõrval asuv 
sissekaeve. Vaade lõunast.

Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak

Fig. 4.   Birch bark covering the 
burnt layer III. View from 
the north-east.

Jn 4.     III põlengukihti kattev 
kasetoht. Vaade kirdest.

Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak
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All of the burnt layers (I–V; burnt layer VI was missing from that 
part of the rampart) were separated from each other by yellow gravelly 
sand that formed the body of the rampart. In some places the yellow sand 
DOVR�ERUH�WUDFHV�RI�ÀUH�²�LW�ZDV�RUDQJH�RU�D�OLWWOH�ELW�FDUQDWLRQ�LQ�FRORXU�� 
,W�VHHPHG�WKDW�WKH�EXUQW�OD\HUV�,9�DQG�9�ZHUH�D�UHVXOW�RI�D�VLQJOH�ÀUH�²�WKH�
western end of  layer V was smoothly next to the upper part of the burnt 
layer IV, so it was impossible to observe any sharp gap between them. 

The burnt layer IV (similarly to layers V and VI) was situated more 
east than layers I–III. It was rather thick, reaching up to 50 cm in the 
easternmost part of the trial pit. It contained four charred logs (named 
$²'��QH[W�WR�HDFK�RWKHU� LQ�WKH�1:²6(�GLUHFWLRQ� �)LJ������7KH�GLDPHWHU�
of the logs varied in a range of 10–20 cm, their length in the trial pit was 
DERXW�����FP��DOWKRXJK�WKH�RULJLQDO�OHQJWK�ZDV�GHÀQLWHO\�VRPHZKDW�ELJ�
ger. The logs were removed entirely (except the parts that reached out  
of the borders of the excavation area) for charcoal analysis. On one end of 
WKH�ORJ�$�D�SUREDEOH�D[H�PDGH�TXRLQ��W\SLFDO�WR�KRUL]RQWDO�ORJ�EXLOGLQJV��
FRXOG�EH�REVHUYHG���$OVR�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�ÀIWK�ORJ�ZDV�XQHDUWKHG�LQ�WKH�SURÀOH� 
RI� WKH� H[FDYDWLRQ�SLW� �DVVXPLQJO\� LQ�6::²1((�GLUHFWLRQ���7KLV� ORJ� UH�
mained untouched. 

Next to the westernmost log (A) an oval pit was revealed (Fig. 3).  
Its measures were 65 cm from north to south and 35 cm from east  
to west. The pit was presumably about 54 cm deep (its bottom reached about  
110 cm from the modern ground level). The origin and function of the pit 
remain unclear – it may have been made already in the prehistoric times 
after the formation of the burnt layer IV (charcoal layer was missing on 
the pit), but its 20th century origin also cannot be excluded. The pit did 
QRW�FRQWDLQ�DQ\�PRGHUQ�WLPHV·�ÀQGV��EXW�LQ�WKH�EURZQ�ÀOO�VRLO�D�IUDJPHQW� 
of a glazed pottery was found in its vicinity.

Compared to the layer IV, layers I–III were relatively thin, only  
25–30 cm in maximum. They also contained a lot of charcoal and some 
bigger fragments of logs, but as the slopes of the original rampart stages 
fell to the east, the burnt layers diminished gradually, having less than  
1 cm in thickness. The upper part of the burnt layer III was only 20 cm 
deep from the modern ground level. Burnt layer II included a fragment 
of a quite large charred log, with a diameter up to 40–45 cm. Most of the 
timber had been removed from the rampart during the excavations in the 
����V�DQG�RQO\�DERXW�D���²���FP�ORQJ�HQG�RI�LW�KDG�UHPDLQHG��7KH�IUDJPHQW� 
of the log was taken up for radiocarbon analysis. 

A common feature for burnt layers I–III was that they all were covered 
by a single or double layer of unburnt birch bark (Fig. 4). The bark must have 
been placed only after the cooling of the burnt charcoal, otherwise it would 
KDYH�HDVLO\�VHW�RQ�ÀUH��7KH�EDUN�OD\HU�FRYHUHG�RQO\�WKH�PRUH�LQWHQVLYH�DQG�
thicker part of the burnt layers; at places, where the burnt layers diminished 
very thin, it was absent. The purpose of covering layers I–III with the birch 
bark is unclear. The bark covers were absent on the burnt layers IV–VI.

ANTI LILLAK & HEIKI VALK
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRIAL EXCAVATIONS ON 
RÕUGE HILL FORT, SOUTH-EAST ESTONIA

8QGHU�WKH�EXUQW�OD\HU�,��WKHÀUVW�SKDVH�RI�WKH�HDVW�
ern UDPSDUW�RI�WKH�5}XJH�KLOO�IRUW�ZDV�XQHDUWKHG��,W�ZDV�
only about 50 cm high and covered a light grey sandy 
humus layer, 10–15 cm thick. The latter contained 
small pieces of charcoal, that were collected for radi�
ocarbon analysis. Under the grey natural sand, light 
yellow natural soil with no traces of disturbance was 
revealed. Nowadays the height of the rampart is about 
���²����P�IURP�WKH�RULJLQDO�JURXQG�OHYHO��DOWKRXJK�LQ�
the prehistoric times, when the hill fort was still in ac�
tive use, the rampart was probably somewhat higher.

7KH�ÀQGV�ZHUH�QRW�QXPHURXV��7KH�EXON�RI� LWHPV�
�PRVWO\� IUDJPHQWV�RI�KDQG�PDGH�SRWWHU\��)LJ�����������������ZDV� IRXQG�
from the upper layers of the rampart. Under the burnt layer IV there 
were only single sherds of ceramics – they were almost absent in  

Table 1. Radiocarbon dates from 
the eastern rampart of the 
hill fort Rõuge.

Tabel 1. Radiosüsiniku analüüsid 
Rõuge linnuse idavallist.

No. /
 Nr

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.

Location /
Asukoht

Trial pit A
Trial pit A
Trial pit A
Trial pit A
Trial pit A
Trial pit A
Trial pit A
Trial pit A
Trial pit A
Trial pit B
Trial pit B

Layer / 
Kiht

Grey sandy humus layer under the rampart
Burnt layer I
Burnt layer I, birch bark
Burnt layer II
Burnt layer II, birch bark
Burnt layer III
Burnt layer III, birch bark
Burnt layer IV, log A
Burnt layer V
Burnt layer V
Burnt layer VI

Calibrated  
result (95.4%) /
Kalibreeritud 
tulemus

No. of the  
sample /  
Proovi nr

135–390 AD
655–874 AD
645–870 AD
668–945 AD
646–870 AD
646–870 AD
581–798 AD
673–952 AD
661–945 AD
660–937 AD
567–807 AD

Age /
Vanus

1758 ± 48
1281 ± 55
1301 ± 55
1223 ± 55
1299 ± 55
1298 ± 55
1349 ± 55
1215 ± 55
1235 ± 60
1242 ± 60
1352 ± 60

Tln-3138
Tln-3139
Tln-3140
Tln-3141
Tln-3142
Tln-3143
Tln-3144
Tln-3145
Tln-3146
Tln-3147
Tln-3148

Fig. 5.   Finds from Rõuge hill fort 
and from the moat. 
1, 2 – fragments of 
crucibles  
3 – a fragment of a spindle 
whorl 
4 – bronze plaque  
5, 6 – fragments of 
hand-made ceramics 
with dipped ornament 
7 – a fragment of  hand-
made ceramics with line 
ornament.

 Jn 5.    Leiud Rõuge linnamäelt  
ja vallikraavist. 
1, 2 – tiiglikatked 
3 – värtnakedra katke  
4 – pronksneet 
5, 6 – lohkornamendiga 
käsikeraamika killud 
7 – joonornamendiga 
käsikeraamika kild.

(TÜ 1696: 138, 393, 155, 605, 142, 
268, 390.)

Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak

1 cm0

1                                       2                              3

4                               5                             6             7
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KRUL]RQV� ,²,,,�� 6RPH� IUDJPHQWV� RI� FOD\� YHVVHOV� LQ� WKH� EXUQW� OD\HU� ,,,�
RULJLQDWH�IURP�WKH�VRLO�WKDW�ZDV�PL[HG��SUREDEO\�LQ�WKH�6RYLHW�WLPHV��2Q�
the burnt layer II a fragment of a whetstone was found. The mixed soil, 
H[FDYDWHG�LQ�WKH�����V�DQG�VHOHFWLYHO\�VHDOHG�WKLV�WLPH��DOVR�FRQWDLQHG�
quite a large amount of ceramics (Fig. 5: 5) and even a fragment of a 
crucible (Fig. 5: 1).

A 14&�DQDO\VLV��WDNHQ�IURP�WKH�JUH\�VDQG\�KXPXV�OD\HU�XQGHU�WKH�
ÀUVW� SKDVH� RI� WKH� UDPSDUW�� JDYH� WKH� UHVXOW� ����� �� ���%3� �FDO�� ������ 
���²���� $'�� VHH� 7DEOH� ��� ���� 7KH� UDGLRFDUERQ� GDWHV� IURP� WKH� EXUQW� 
layers in the rampart give quite equable results, ranging between the end 
of the 6th century to the middle of the 10th century (see Table 1: 2–11).  
In general, it seems that the burnt layers I–III formed during a period 
IURP�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH��WK�FHQWXU\�WR�WKH�WKLUG�TXDUWHU�RI�WKH��WK�FHQWXU\�
(a couple of dates diverge from this generalization). It is noteworthy, 
that the burnt layers IV and V have very close dates from the third 
quarter of the 7th century to the middle of the 10th century. This also 
enables us to suggest that the layers IV and V may have been formed at 
the same time.

TRIAL PIT B
Trial pit B was made 5 m east of trial pit A (Fig. 7). Its main purpose 
was to reach the burnt layers V and VI, the latter being absent in trial 
SLW�$��$V�ZDV� WKH�FDVH� LQ� WKH�SLW�$��PL[HG�VRLO�RI� WKH�����V� WUHQFK�ZDV� 
UHPRYHG�LQ�DQ�DUHD�RI���í���P��WR�XQHDUWK�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�SURÀOH��+RZHYHU� 
LW�VHHPHG�WKDW�WKH�SURÀOH�RI�WKH�WUHQFK�KDG�FROODSVHG�WR�VRPH�H[WHQW��EHFDXVH� 

1 cm0

Fig. 6. Finds from Rõuge hill fort 
and from the moat. 
1–3 – fragments of wheel-
thrown pottery 
4–9 – fragments of a hand-
made ceramics.

Jn 6. Leiud Rõuge linnamäelt  
ja vallikraavist. 
1–3 – kedrakeraamika 
katkend 
4–9 – käsitsikeraamika 
katkend.

(TÜ 1696: 588, 665, 548, 1, 770, 39, 
33, 157, 102.)

Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak

1                                        2                                          3

4                                         5                                     6

         7                               8                                         9
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Fig. 7.   Trial pit B. Burnt layers 
VI in the middle of the 
profile and V in the 
bottom. View from the 
west.

Jn 7.     Proovikaevand B.  
VI põlengukiht profiili 
keskel, V põlengukiht 
allääres. Vaade läänest.

Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak

Fig. 8.   Trial pit C in the moat. 
View from the west.

Jn 8.     Proovikaevand C valli-
kraavis. Vaade läänest.

Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak

ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRIAL EXCAVATIONS ON 
RÕUGE HILL FORT, SOUTH-EAST ESTONIA
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the prehistoric layers were revealed only 20–80 cm south from their  
supposed location. Therefore the measures of the pit grew 1.8 m from north  
to south, but from east to west, it remained 1 m wide. Trial pit B was about 
1 m deep, because in that depth the burnt layer V was found. It consisted  
a lot of charcoal, a 14&�DQDO\VLV�RI�ZKLFK�JDYH�FDOLEUDWHG�UHVXOW����²����$'� 
(see Table 1: 10). The result matches well with the result of the burnt layer 
V from the trial pit A, indicating that the layer was formed between the 
third quarter of the 7th century and the middle of the 10th century.

The burnt layer VI was separated from the layer V by two or three yel�
ORZ�RU�RUDQJH�\HOORZ�VDQG�OD\HUV��WKLFNQHVV�LQ�WRWDO�DERXW����FP���/D\HU�9,�
was rather thin (up to 10 cm) and it contained a small amount of charcoal  
particles. The 14&�GDWH�RI�WKH�OD\HU�LV�VRPHZKDW�VXUSULVLQJ��JLYLQJ�WKH�UH�
VXOW�IURP�WKH�WKLUG�TXDUWHU�RI�WKH��WK�FHQWXU\�WR�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH��WK�
century (Table 1: 11), i.e. an earlier date than for layer V.

7KH� IHZ� ÀQGV� IURP� SLW� %� PDLQO\� FRQVLVWHG� RI� KDQG�PDGH� SRWWHU\� 
(Fig. 6: 8), but also a fragment of a spindle whorl made of white limestone 
(Fig. 5: 3) should be mentioned. In total, 28 stone spindle whorls have been 
IRXQG�LQ�WKH�KLOO�IRUW�RI�5}XJH�LQ�WKH�����V��9HGUX������������WKHLU�EODQNV�
VKRZ�WKDW�WKH�ZKRUOV�ZHUH�PDGH�DW�WKH�VLWH��VHH�6FKPLHGHKHOP�������WDEOH�
9,��������������,W�LV�SRVVLEOH��WKDW�WKLV�VSLQGOH�ZKRUO�ZDV�DOVR�XQÀQLVKHG�� 
as indicated by the partly hubbly surface. 

TRIAL PIT C
In addition to collecting the charcoal samples from the rampart of the hill 
fort, a 2 × 1 m trial pit was made in the bottom of the moat. The east–
west directional pit was situated 21 m east of pit A and 15 m of pit B,  
LQ�WKH�GHHSHVW�SODFH�RI�WKH�PRDW��7KH�PDLQ�DLP�ZDV�WR�ÀQG�RXW��KRZ�GHHS�
the original moat had been. 

An approximately 1.4 m thick cultural layer covered the original  
bottom of the moat (Fig. 8). The homogeneous, evidently eroded soil was 
very dark, almost blackish grey in colour. The lowest 20 cm of the dark 
cultural layer was mixed with dark yellow moraine gravel. The original  
moat bottom was about 4.8 m below from the top of the rampart.  
The cultural layer contained numerous fragments of pottery (about  
����ÀQGV��DPRQJ�ZKLFK�KDQG�PDGH�ZDUH�ZDV�SUHYDLOLQJ��)LJV������������������ 
DOWKRXJK� WKHUH�ZDV� DOVR� D� FRQVLGHUDEOH� QXPEHU� RI� IUDJPHQWV� RI�ZKHHO�
WKURZQ� YHVVHOV� VKHUGV� �)LJ�� ��� �²���� HYHQ� LQ� WKH� GHSWK� RI� ��²���� FP�� 
The pottery fragments were mostly quite small and did not have any orna�
mentation. In addition, a simple square bronze plaque (Fig. 5: 4), probably 
from a belt, and two assumed crucible fragments (Fig. 5: 2) were found. 

CONCLUSIONS
7KH� DUFKDHRORJLFDO� UHVHDUFK� FDUULHG� RXW� RQ� 5}XJH� KLOO� IRUW� DIÀUPHG� 
WKH� JHQHUDO� GDWD� DERXW� WKH� IRUWLÀFDWLRQV� JDLQHG� LQ� WKH� H[FDYDWLRQV� RI�
WKH�����V��6FKPLHGHKHOP����������²������$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�IUHVK�UHVXOWV� 

ANTI LILLAK & HEIKI VALK
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of radiocarbon analysis, it seems that the plateau of the hill fort was taken 
into use already in the Roman Iron Age, as indicated by the pieces of charcoal  
XQGHU� WKH� ÀUVW� UDPSDUW�� 7KH� IHZ� IUDJPHQWV� RI� WH[WLOH�LPSUHVVHG� DQG� 
VWULDWHG�FHUDPLFV��IRXQG�LQ�WKH�KLOO�IRUW�LQ�WKH�����V��VHH�IRU�H[DPSOH�$XQ�
������WDEOH�������DOVR�FRQÀUP�WKH�HDUO\�GDWH�RI�WKH�KLOO�IRUW��7KH�SODWHDX� 
of the fort was probably not yet separated from the territory of the  
settlement site by the rampart then, but the precise character of the hill  
IRUW·V�IRUWLÀFDWLRQV�DW�WKDW�WLPH�LV�XQNQRZQ��H[FHSW�IRU�LWV�VWHHS�northern 
and southern slopes).

7KH� WKUHH� ÀUVW� SKDVHV� RI� WKH� HDVWHUQ� UDPSDUW� ZHUH� UHODWLYHO\�
small in size. Although the dates of the burnt layers I–III theoretically  
DOORZ�WKHP�WR�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�SDUWV�RI�D�VLQJOH�ÀUH��LW�LV�PRUH�OLNHO\��WKDW�
three separate burnings have taken place, because after the formation  
RI�HDFK�OD\HU�LW�ZDV�FRYHUHG�E\�ELUFK�EDUN��7KHVH�ÀUHV�KDYH�OLNHO\�WDNHQ�
SODFH�LQ�D�SHULRG�IURP�WKH��WK�WR��WK�FHQWXU\��$IWHU�WKDW��ODUJH�VFDOH�IRU�
WLÀFDWLRQ�ZRUN� WRRN�SODFH� LQ� WKH�KLOO� IRUW�DQG� WKH�UDPSDUW�ZDV�ZLGHQHG�
remarkably. The burnt layers IV and possibly V are the remains of this  
IRUWLÀFDWLRQ�VWDJH��3UREDEO\�DW�WKDW�WLPH�WKH�PRDW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�KLOO�IRUW�DQG�
WKH�RSHQ�VHWWOHPHQW�JRW� LWV�SUHVHQW�YLVLEOH�VKDSH�DQG�VL]H��WKRXJK�ÀOOHG�
with eroded cultural layer). The destruction of these defensive structures  
took place in a period from the 7th century to the 10th century. 

(DUOLHU�H[FDYDWLRQV�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH�KLOO�IRUW�ZDV�LQ�XVH�XQWLO�WKH���WK�
FHQWXU\��DV� LQGLFDWHG�E\�D�VPDOO�DPRXQW�RI�ZKHHO�WKURZQ�SRWWHU\�� WKUHH�
VLOYHU� FRLQV� RI�:HVW�(XURSHDQ� RULJLQ� �/HLPXV�	�.LXGVRR� ������ ���� DQG� 
D�EUDFHOHW��DOO�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�SODWHDX�RI�WKH�KLOO�IRUW�LQ�WKH�����V��6FKPLHGH�
KHOP�����������������������6XFK�D�GDWH�LV�FRQÀUPHG�DOVR�E\�SROOHQ�DQDO\VLV�
IURP�5}XJH�7}XJMlUY�ZKLFK�UHIHUUHG�WR�WKH�GHFUHDVH�RI�KXPDQ�LPSDFW�XSRQ�
nature since the beginning of the 11th century (Poska et al.�������ÀJ������ 
7KH� GDWH� RI� WKH� XSSHUPRVW� EXUQW� OD\HU� 9,� ��WK� ²� EHJLQQLQJ� RI� WKH� �WK� 
century) did not match with the rest of the dates and is therefore quite 
unlikely. The 14&�GDWHV�JDYH�QR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�ODWHVW����WK�FHQWXU\�
XVH�RI�WKH�IRUW��7KH�UHPDLQV�RI�WKH�ODWHVW�WLPEHU�IRUWLÀFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�KLOO� 
fort have been evidently destroyed by erosion.
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Tööde peamine eesmärk oli koguda dateeringuteks 
V|HSURRYH�OLQQXVH�LGDYDOOL�S}OHQJXNLKWLGHVW��6HOOHNV�
UDMDWL�YDOOLOH�NDNV�SURRYLNDHYDQGLW��$�MD�%���/LVDNV��
WHKWL�SURRYLNDHYDQG��&��OLQQXVH�MD�VHOOH�N}UYDO�ROHYD�
DVXODNRKD�YDKHOH�YDOOLNUDDYL�S}KMD��HW�VDDGD�WHDGD�
VHOOH�HVLDOJQH�V�JDYXV��MQ����

3URRYLNDHYDQG� $� ��� í� ���� P�� UDMDWL� ������ DDV�
WDWH� YDOOLWUDQãHH� N}UYDOH� �MQ� ���� (VPDOW� HHPDOGDWL� 
YlLNHVH�HNVNDYDDWRULJD�VHJDWXG�SLQQDV�YDQD�YDOOL� 
WUDQãHH� NRKDOW� QLQJ� SXKDVWDWL� YlOMD� ������ DDV�
WDWH� NDHYDPLVWHO� �OHV� MRRQLVWDWXG� O}XQDSURÀLO�
�WROODVH� QXPHUDWVLRRQL� NRKDVHOW� UXXGXG� �� MD� �����
6HHMlUHO� P}}GHWL� VLVVH� NDHYDQG� SURÀLOL� N}UYDOH�� 
3}OHQJXNLKLG�QLPHWDWL�������DDVWDWH�V�VWHHPL�MlUJL�
alt üles lugedes I–VI.

5}XJH� OLQQXVH� LGDYDOOL� �OHPLVHG� NLKLG� ROLG� 
segatud 30–40 cm, kohati 70–80 cm ulatuses ilmselt 
PLOODOJL� 1}XNRJXGH� DMDO�� PLO� YDOOLO� WDYDWVHWL� WHKD�
MDDQLWXOG�� 5RKNHOW� WXNNH� MD� YlLNVHPDLG� V|HW�NNH�
VLVDOGDYDG� S}OHQJXNLKLG� ROLG� �NVWHLVHVW� HUDOGDWXG�
KHOHNROODVWH�NUXXVD�OLLYD�NLKWLGHJD��PLV�SDLJXWL�ROLG�
PXXWXQXG� NXXPXVHVW� RUDQåLNDNV� Y}L� URRVDNDNV�� 
,9�MD�9�S}OHQJXNLKW�Y}LVLG�ROOD�WHNNLQXG��KHV�MD�VDPDV�
WXOHNDKMXV��NXQD�9�S}OHQJXNLKL�RWV�SXXWXV�YDKHWXOW�NRN�
NX�,9�S}OHQJXNLKLJD��,9�S}OHQJXNLKW�VLVDOGDV�QHOMD�V|HV�
WXQXG�SDONL��MQ�����PLV�SDLNQHVLG�NLUGH�NDJX�VXXQDOLVHOW�
�NVWHLVH�N}UYDO�UHDV��QHLVW�OllQHSRROVHLPD�RWVDO�Y}LV�QlKD�
NRHUDNDHODQXUJD�ODDGVHW�V�YHQGLW��.DHYDQGLV�SDOMDVWXV�
RVDOLVHOW�YHHO�YLLHV��OllQHHGHOD��LGDNDJX�VXXQDOLQH�SDON��
Palkidest vahetult läänes avastati sissekaeve, mille täp�
VHP�UDMDPLVDHJ�MD�RWVWDUYH�MlLG�VHOJXVHWXNV��,OPVHOW�ROL�
WHH�WHKWXG�PLOODOJL�SlUDVW�,9�S}OHQJXNLKL�PRRGXVWXPLVW�� 
sest sissekaeve kohal puudus söelade. 

3}OHQJXNLKLG� ,²,,,� SDLNQHVLG� ,9� S}OHQJXNLKLVW�
P}QHY}UUD� OllQH� SRRO� QLQJ� ROLG� }KHPDG�� ,,� S}OHQ� 
JXNLKLV� DVXV� VXXUH�� ��²��� FP� OlELP}}GXJD� V|HV�
tunud palgi ots. Tukke esines peamiselt omaaegse 
YDOOL�KDUMDO��YlOLVQ}OYDO�PXXWXVLG�S}OHQJXNLKLG�YlJD�
}KXNHVHNV� �DOOD���FP��� ,²,,,�S}OHQJXNLKL�WXNLG�ROLG�
N}LN� NDHWXG� �KH�� Y}L� NDKHNRUGVH� NDVHWRKXNLKLJD��
PLV�SLGL�ROHPD�DVHWDWXG�NRKDOH�DOOHV�SlUDVW�S}OHQXG�
WXNNLGH�MDKWXPLVW��MQ�����.DVHWRKXNDWWH�RWVWDUYH�RQ�
teadmata. 

,�S}OHQJXNLKL�DOO�ROL�OLQQXVHYDOOL�HVLPHQH��X����FP� 
N}UJXQH� MlUN�� PLV� NDWWLV� ��²��� FP� SDNVXVW� KDOOL� 
liivakihti. Viimase puhul oli tegemist algse loodus�
liku huumusekihiga, mis sisaldas väikesi söetükke.  

.}LJH� DOO� SDOMDQGXV� NROODQH� ORRGXVOLN� DOXVSLQG��
3UDHJXQH� LGDYDOO� RQ� VHOOHVW� DOXVSLQQDVW�P}}GHWXOW�
X����²����P�N}UJH�

/HLGH� ROL� NDHYDQGLV� $� Y}UGOHPLVL� YlKH�� SHDPL�
VHOW� OHLGXV�NlVLWVL�WHKWXG�VDYLQ}XGH�NLOGH��5RKNHP�
HVLQHV�QHLG��OHPLVWHV�NLKWLGHV��,9�S}OHQJXNLKLVW�DOW�
SRROW�VDDGL�YDLG��NVLNXLG�OHLGH��3HDOH�VDYLQ}XNLOGXGH� 
OHLWL�YHHO�OXLVXNLYL�NDWNH��3URRYLNV�V}HOXWL�SLVXW�������
aastatel läbikaevatud pinnast, kust saadi samuti 
YHLGL�NHUDDPLNDW�MD�VXODWXVWLLJOL�NDWNH��MQ��������

Vallialusest hallist kihist saadud söetükkide 
14&�DQDO��V�YLLWDV�SHULRRGLOH����²����S.U�V�R�URRPD� 
UDXDDMDOH�� 9}LE� ROHWDGD�� HW� VHO� DMDO� Y}HWL� OLQQXVH�
ala kasutusele, ehkki esialgsetest kaitseehitistest 
SROH� PLGDJL� WHDGD� �NXL� YlOMD� DUYDWD� MlUVXG� RUX�
Q}OYDG� OLQQXVH� S}KMD�� MD� O}XQDN�OMHO���Ka üksikud 
������ DDVWDWHO� OHLWXG� ULLELWXG� MD� WHNVWLLOLMlOJHGHJD� 
keraamikakillud viitavad linnuse varasele kasu�
WXVDMDOH�� 6|HWXNNLGHVW� MD� NDVHWRKXVW� Y}HWXG� 14&�
SURRYLG� QlLWDYDG�� HW� S}OHQJXNLKLG� ,²,,,� ROLG� N}LN�
WHNNLQXG� YDKHPLNXV� ��� VDMDQGL� NHVNSDLN� ²� ��� VDM 
kolmas veerand (paar dateeringut kalduvad üldi�
VHVW�WXOHPXVHVW�P}QHY}UUD�N}UYDOH���.DVHWRKW� LJD�
PDLQLWXG�S}OHQJXNLKL�SHDO�YLLWDE�DVMDROXOH��HW�WHJH�
PLVW�RQ�NROPH�HULQHYD�WXOHNDKMXJD��,9�MD�9�S}OHQ�
JXNLKW�RQ�NXMXQHQXG�YDKHPLNXV����VDMDQGL�NROPDV�
YHHUDQG�²�����VDMDQGL�NHVNSDLN��

7HLQH� SURRYLNDHYDQG� �%�� UDMDWL� OLQQXVH� LGDYDO�
OLOH�� $� NDHYDQGLVW� �� P� LGD� SRROH� �MQ� ���� 6DUQDVHOW�
eelmisele kaevandile püüti siin esmalt eemaldada 
������D�WUDQãHH�WlLWHNLKW��HW�DYDGD�RVD�9,� MD�9�S}�
OHQJXNLKLVW�� $OJVHOW� YDQD� WUDQãHH� DODOH� P}}GHWXG�
�� í� ��P� NDHYDQG� YHQLV� S}KMD�O}XQD� VXXQDV� ����P� 
SLNNXVHNV��NXQD�W}HQlROLVHOW�ROL�������DDVWDWH�NDH�
YDPLVWHO�RVD�SURÀLOLVW�PDKD�YDULVHQXG�MD�SURÀLOLVHLQ�
SDOMDQGXV�VHHW}WWX�HHOGDWDYDVW�DVXNRKDVW�NXQL�����P� 
Y}UUD� O}XQD�SRRO��9,� MD�9�S}OHQJXNLKW��PLOOHVW�Y}H�
ti söeproovid, tulid nähtavale 1 m sügavusel; edasi 
NDHYDQGLV�%� HL� NDHYDWXG��9� S}OHQJXNLKL� WHNNLPLV�
aeg sobib hästi kokku kaevandist A saadud datee�
ULQJXWHJD�����VDMDQGL�NROPDV�YHHUDQG�²�����VDMDQGL�
NHVNSDLN���9,�S}OHQJXNLKL�UDDPGDWHHULQJ�²����²����
pKr – osutus V kihist varasemaks. 

0}QHG� ������ DDVWDWH� DUKHRORRJLOLVWH� NDHYDPLV�
WH� OHLXG� �NHGUDNHUDDPLND�NDWNHG�� NROP�/llQH�(X�
URRSD� K}EHP�QWL�� SURQNVNlHY}UX��� VDPXWL� SDO�QR� 
loogia andmed viitavad linnuse kasutusele veel 11. 
 saMDQGLO��NXLG�VHOOHDHJVHWHVW�NDLWVHHKLWLVWHVW�SlULW� 
V|HMllQXVHLG�GDWHHULGD�HL�}QQHVWXQXG�²�LOPVHOW�RQ�QDG� 
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erosiooni toimel hävinud. Leidudest saadi proovi�
kaevandist B peale vähese koguse käsikeraamika 
veel kivist värtnakedra (arvatavasti tooriku) katke  
�MQ�������

.ROPDV� SURRYLNDHYDQG� &� �P}}WPHG� �� í� �� P��
paiknes linnust asulakohast eraldavas vallikraavis. 
7XPHKDOO��SHDDHJX�PXVWMDV���KWODQH�HURGHHUXQXG�
NXOWXXUNLKW�NDWWLV�ORRGXVOLNNX�PRUHHQMDW�DOXVSLQGD�
XPEHV�����P�SDNVXVH�NLKLQD��MQ�����/LQQXVH�LGDYDOOL� 

KDUL�RQ�RPD�SUDHJXVHO�NXMXO�YDOOLNUDDYL�HVLDOJVHVW�
S}KMDVW�X�����P�N}UJHPDO��DOJVHOW�ROL�YDOO�NLQGODVWL�
P}QHY}UUD�N}UJHP���$UYXNDV�OHLXPDWHUMDOLV�GRPL�
neerisid suhteliselt väikesed käsikeraamika katke, 
NXLG� OHLGXV�ND�NHGUDQ}XGH�NLOGH� �MQ�����²���� VHDO�
MXXUHV� ND� ��²���� FP� V�JDYXVHO�� /HLGXGHVW� YllUL�
YDG�PDLQLPLVW�YHHO�OLKWQH�UXXGXNXMXOLQH�SURQNVLVW�
Y||QDDVW��MQ�������QLQJ�NDNV�ROHWDWDYDW�VDYLVW�VXOD�
WXVWLLJOL�NDWNHW��MQ��������
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