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RESCUE EXCAVATIONS ON  
ALT-LAARI SETTLEMENT SITE,  
TARTUMAA

,Q�-XO\�������.RQJXWD�PXQLFLSDOLW\�LQ�7DUWXPDD��1}R�SDULVK���VRXWK�HDVW� 
(VWRQLD�VWDUWHG�WR�EXLOG�D�QHZ�URDG�DQG�D�SDUNLQJ�ORW�LQ�WKH�YLOODJH�RI�9DKHV� 
VDDUH��RQ�WKH�$OW�/DDUL�VHWWOHPHQW�VLWH��UHODWHG�WR�WKH�$OW�/DDUL�KLOO� IRUW� 
west of it. The road constructions in the area, where the humus layer had 
been removed, revealed a natural light yellow clayish sand layer with 
KHDUWK�SODFHV�DQG�VRPH�VKHUGV�RI�VWULDWHG�SRWWHU\�ZHUH�FROOHFWHG�IURP�WKH�
hearths. The University of Tartu carried out rescue excavations that were 
ÀQDQFHG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�+HULWDJH�%RDUG�1

$OW�/DDUL�VHWWOHPHQW�VLWH�OLHV�RQ�D�ÁDW�SODWHDX�DQG�LWV�WHUULWRU\�LV�DV�
VXPHG�WR�EH�DERXW������Pï��$XQ������������DOWKRXJK�LW�PD\�EH�ODUJHU��7KH�
VPDOO��DERXW������Pï��KLOO�IRUW�FORVH�WR�LW�WKDW�KDV�QR�UHPDUNDEOH�GHIHQFH�
VWUXFWXUHV�GDWHV�PDLQO\�IURP�WKH�9LNLQJ�$JH��7}QLVVRQ������������DQG�LW�
was probably abandoned at the beginning of the 2nd millennium AD like 
PDQ\�RWKHU�KLOO�IRUWV�LQ�VRXWK�HDVWHUQ�(VWRQLD��3UREDEO\�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�
WKH� ��WK� FHQWXU\� LW�ZDV� UHSODFHG�E\� D� ODUJHU�KLOO� IRUW�(UXPlH� (Erumäe 
kants), also located in the distance of ca. 300 m (see Valk, Juurik & Ran�
namäe, this volume). Including the low intensive periphery in the east�
HUQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�VLWH��DERXW������Pï�KDG�EHHQ�GHVWUR\HG��)LJ����� 
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Fig. 1.   The destroyed part  
of the settlement site.  
View from the east.

Jn 1.     Asulakoha lõhutud osa. 
Vaade idast.

Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak
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and a few deeper parts of the cultural layer, for 
example, bottoms of the hearths, had remained undis�
turbed. In addition, a 23 m long and 0.5 m wide zone 
south of the road (Fig. 2: A) had to be excavated, be�
cause otherwise further road building would have been 
destroyed it as well.

In total, 23 dark spots were registered in the de�
stroyed part of the settlement site. About 17 of them  
(Fig. 2) could be interpreted as remains of the hearths;  
the rest were either pits of unknown function or simply 
D� ORZHU� SDUW� RI� WKH� FXOWXUDO� OD\HU�� 7KH�PDMRULW\� RI� WKH�
KHDUWKV� ����DQG�RWKHU�GDUN�VSRWV� ����DFXPLQDWHG� LQ� WKH�
centre of the settlement site, in the vicinity of the en�
trance of the car park, as well as on the western slope 
of the plateau up to about 60 m west from it. It is note�
ZRUWK\�WKDW�PDQ\�RI�WKHP��KHDUWKV������������������DQG�
other spots 10, 15, 16) formed a straight line from east to 
west. This enables to suggest that the village road may 

have existed in its present location already in the time when the settle�
PHQW�VWLOO�IXQFWLRQHG��,W�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�XVH�DOUHDG\�LQ�WKH�(DUO\�0HWDO�
Age, as indicated by the hearths 11, 14 and 17, where striated ceramics 
ZHUH�IRXQG��6RPH�RI�WKH�KHDUWKV�DQG�RWKHU�FRQVWUXFWLRQV�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�
GHVWUR\HG�DOUHDG\�HDUOLHU�E\�WKH�ROG�URDG�EHWZHHQ�$OW�/DDUL�IDUPVWHDG�DQG�
the historical centre of Uueküla village. 

(DVW�RI�WKH�HQWUDQFH�RI�WKH�FDU�SDUN�WKH�SHULSKHU\�RI�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�
site began; remains of the hearths were quite rare there (in total, 7 hearths 
in a ca. 80 m long and 8 m wide area) and the cultural layer was not so in�
tensive as on the western slope, being only about 10 cm thick. The precise 
borders of the settlement site were mostly not possible to observe, except 
LQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�SURÀOH�RI�WKH�URDG�QHDU�WKH�HQWUDQFH�RI�WKH�FDU�SDUN��ZKHUH�
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Fig. 2.   The general plan of the 
settlement site of Alt-
Laari. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
11, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 21, 
22, 23 – remains of the 
hearths. 
5, 10, 12, 15, 16, 20 – 
remains of cultural layers. 
A – excavation plot in 
the western part of the 
settlement site.

Jn 2.     Alt-Laari asulakoha 
üldplaan.  
1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 
14, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23 – 
koldekohad. 
5, 10, 12, 15, 16, 20 – 
kultuurkihilaigud. 
A – kaevand asulakoha 
lääneosas.

Drawing / Joonis: Anti Lillak
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a quite sharp border between the dark cultural layer and ordinary brown 
ÀHOG�VRLO�ZDV�YLVLEOH�

The hearths usually consisted of small granite stones (often charred 
RU�ZLWK�PDUNV�RI�ÀUH��DQG�YHU\�GDUN�VRLO��)LJV���������EXW�VRPHWLPHV�WKH�
dark soil was absent in the hearth. In some cases pieces of charcoal could 
be collected. The stones formed clusters of one or two layers, although the 
number of the layers could have originally been bigger (the upper part  
of the hearths had been removed). The diameters of the hearths varied 
from 40–177 cm. The remaining parts of the hearths were usually choppy 
round or oval, they were preserved as deep as 10–40 cm. 

Fig. 3.   Hearth 11. View from the 
north.

Jn 3.     Kolle 11. Vaade põhjast.
Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak

Fig. 4.   Hearth 14. View from  
the north.

Jn 4.     Kolle 14. Vaade põhjast.
Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak
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���KHDUWKV������������������������������������������IURP����FRQWDLQHG�
ÀQGV��PRVWO\� IUDJPHQWV� RI� KDQG�PDGH� SRWWHU\��(LJKW� KHDUWKV� ���� ��� ���
�����������������������LQFOXGHG�WKH�VKHUGV�ZLWK�VWULDWHG�VXUIDFH��)LJ������
ZKHUHDV� WH[WLOH�LPSUHVVHG� SRWWHU\� ZDV� DEVHQW� LQ� WKH� VHWWOHPHQW� VLWH��
The 14&�GDWHV� IURP� KHDUWKV� �� DQG� �� \LHOGHG� WKH� UHVXOWV� �������� %3�
�FDO�� ������ ���²���� $'�2� DQG� �������� �FDO�� ������ ���²����� ���²����
AD)3�� FRUUHVSRQGLQJO\�� 6WULDWHG� SRWWHU\� ZDV� LQ� XVH� IRU� D� ORQJ� SHULRG�
IURP� WKH� %URQ]H� $JH� WR� WKH� �WK²�WK� FHQWXULHV� $'� LQ� VRXWK�HDVWHUQ�
(VWRQLD� DQG� LW�ZDV� TXLWH� FRPPRQ� DOVR� LQ� WKH� VRXWKHUQ� SDUW� RI� 7DUWX�
maa (Laul 2001, 173–174). It has also been found from the hill fort of 
$OW�/DDUL� LQ� WKH� WULDO� H[FDYDWLRQV� LQ� ����� �$XQ� ������ ��²���� DQG� RQH�
VKHUG�ZDV�DOVR�GLVFRYHUHG�IURP�(UXPlH�KLOO� IRUW� �VHH�ÀJ�����9DON�et al.  
([FDYDWLRQV�RQ�WKH�+LOO�)RUWV������WKLV�YROXPH���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��VRPH�DQLPDO�
bones were found in the hearths (11, 13, 14), including unburnt ones. For ex�
ample, a horn of a bovid was found between the stone layers of the hearth 14.  
Hearth 17 contained mostly fragments of pottery with small holes in 
WKH� ULP�� L�H�� WKH� VR�FDOOHG�5}XJH�W\SH� SRWWHU\� �)LJ�� ���� DQG� D� IUDJPHQW� 
of a vessel with smoothed surface, both types being typical to the second 
half of the 1st millennium AD. The 14&�VDPSOH�IURP�WKH�KHDUWK�ZDV�GDWHG�
WR���������%3��FDO�����������²����$'��4 Also, at least one fragment of  
striated pottery was found in the hearth 17. It is possible that the hearth 
was in use over several periods, but it cannot be excluded that the 
piece of the striated pottery had been there in the second half of the 1st  
PLOOHQQLXP�$'��+DQG�PDGH�FHUDPLFV�ZHUH�IRXQG�DOVR�LQ�WKH�UHPDLQV�RI�WKH�
FXOWXUDO�OD\HU��VSRWV����DQG�����WKH�ÀUVW�RQH�FRQWDLQLQJ�VWULDWHG�SRWWHU\��WRR���

Fig. 5.   Striated ceramics from  
the hearth 11.

Jn 5.     Riibitud keraamika  
koldest 11.

Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak
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:KHHO�WKURZQ�SRWWHU\�ZDV�DEVHQW�LQ�WKH�KHDUWKV��EHFDXVH�WKH�XSSHU�SDUW�
of the cultural layer containing material from the Latest Iron Age and the 
Middle Ages was entirely destroyed in the area of the road and the car park. 
       The dark brown cultural layer in the narrow, 23 × 0.5 m zone south of 
the western part of the road, was situated on the western slope of the pla�
teau; it was about 40–45 cm thick and was covered with about 25 cm thick 
OD\HU�RI�EURZQ�HURVLRQ�VRLO��WKDW�GLG�QRW�FRQWDLQ�DQ\�ÀQGV��)LJ������0DQ\�
VHWWOHPHQW�VLWHV�LQ�WKH�KXPPRFN\�UHJLRQV�RI�VRXWK�(VWRQLD�DUH�GLVWXUEHG�
E\�WKH�HURVLRQ��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�VLWH�RI�$OD�3LND�LQ�WKH�2WHSll�
8SODQG� �.LKQR� 	� 9DON� ������ ������ 7KH� HURVLRQ� OD\HU� LQ� $OW�/DDUL� ZDV� 
removed for the excavations by a backhoe. 

Fig. 6.   Rõuge-type ceramics from 
the hearth 17.

Jn 6.     Rõuge tüüpi keraamika 
koldest 17.

Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak

Fig. 7.   Excavation plot in the 
western part of the 
settlement site. View from 
the north-east.

Jn 7.     Kaevandiala asulakoha 
lääneosas. Vaade kirdest.

Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak
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The cultural layer was rather homogeneous, in the 
lower part of the slope it contained some stones with a 
diameter of about 10 cm. Finds varied a lot – in the up�
SHU�SDUW�RI�WKH�FXOWXUDO�OD\HU�IUDJPHQWV�RI�ZKHHO�WKURZQ�
pottery from the 11th–13th cc. were found, as well as two 
EUDFWHDWH�SHQQLHV�RI�7DUWX�ELVKRSULF�IURP�WKH���WK²��WK�
cc.5 (Fig. 8). The lower part of the cultural layer contained 
D�ORW�RI�KDQG�PDGH�SRWWHU\�IURP�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKH��VW�
millennium and earlier potsherds with striated surfaces 
from the Roman Iron Age. In the western end of the ex�
cavation plot a small hearth (Fig. 2: 23) was unearthed 
about 45 cm below ground level, containing single granite 
stones and ceramics, including sherds with striated sur�

faces. The depth of the hearth was about 12–16 cm; its bottom did not reach 
the natural soil. In general, striated pottery was represented by larger 
VKHUGV�WKDQ�WKH�SRWWHU\�RI�WKH�0LGGOH�,URQ�$JH�DQG�WKH�9LNLQJ�$JH��,Q�WKH�
lower, sloping part of the excavated area another shallow hearth (Fig. 2: 
18) was unearthed. It had been dug in the yellow natural soil. In the hearth  
VHYHUDO�UDWKHU�VPDOO�VWRQHV�ZHUH�UHYHDOHG��EXW�ÀQGV�ZHUH�DEVHQW�

,Q�WKH�EURDGHU�FRQWH[W�RI�VRXWK�HDVWHUQ�(VWRQLD�$OW�/DDUL�VHWWOHPHQW�
LV�RXWVWDQGLQJ�IRU�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�VWULDWHG�SRWWHU\�DQG�WKH�ODFN�RI�WH[WLOH�
impressed ware. The 14&�GDWHV�DOVR�JLYH�HYLGHQFH�RI�LWV�EHJLQQLQJ�LQ�WKH�
Roman Iron Age. It seems that the settlement of the Roman Iron Age was 
rather big in size. The site was inhabited also in the Viking Age and in 
the Latest Iron Age – until the 13th – 14th cc. When the settlement was 
GHVHUWHG��OLIH�FRQWLQXHG�LQ�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�GD\�8XHN�OD�YLOODJH�
that has been inhabited at least since the 11th–12th cc. 

Fig. 8.   Pennies of the Tartu 
bishopric.

Jn 8.     Tartu piiskopkonna 
pennid.

( TÜ 1695: 20, 61.)
Photo / Foto: Anti Lillak

References

Aun, M. 1992 = Аун M. 1992.�ǮȞȣȓȜșȜȑȖȥȓȟȘȖȓ�
ȝȎȚȭȠțȖȘȖ�ȐȠȜȞȜȗ�ȝȜșȜȐȖțȩ���ȑȜ�ȠȩȟȭȥȓșȓȠȖȭ�
ț�ȫ��Ȑ�ȌȑȜ�ǰȜȟȠȜȥțȜȗ�ȋȟȠȜțȖȖ��ȀȎșșȖțț��
Kihno, K. & Valk, H. 1999. Archaeological and 
palynological investigations at Ala-Pika, south-
eastern Estonia. – Environmental and Cultural 
History of the Eastern Baltic Region. Rixensart. Ed. 
by U. Miller, T. Hackens, V. Lang, A. Raukas & S. 
Hicks. PACT, 57. Rixensart, 221–237. 

Laul, S. 1962. Jaagupi tarandkalme Elva rajoonis. –  
Muistsed kalmed ja aarded. Ed. by H. Moora.  
Arheoloogiline kogumik, II. Tallinn, 13–57.
Laul, S. 2001. Rauaaja kultuuri kujunemine Eesti  
kaguosas. – Muinasaja teadus, 9. Õpetatud Eesti  
Seltsi Kirjad, 7. Tallinn.
Tõnisson, E. 2008. Alt-Laari linnamägi. – Tõnis-
son, E. Eesti muinaslinnad. Ed. by A. Mäesalu & H. 
Valk. Muinasaja teadus, 20. Tartu�Tallinn, 275–277.

5�,GHQWLÀHG�DQG�GDWHG�E\�0DXUL�.LXGVRR��$,��

RESCUE EXCAVATIONS ON ALT-LAARI  
SETTLEMENT SITE, TARTUMAA

1 cm0



71

ANTI LILLAK ja HEIKI VALK

.RQJXWD� YDOODYDOLWVXV� DOXVWDV� ������ DDVWD� MXXOLV�
9DKHVVDDUH�N�ODV�$OW�/DDUL�PXLQDVDHJVH�DVXODNRKD�
DODO�XXW�WHH�MD�SDUNLPLVSODWVL�UDMDPLVW��6HOOH�NlLJXV�
hävitati asulakoha kultuurkihti umbes 2300 m2  

VXXUXVHO�DODO��MQ�����.ROODVHV�DOXVSLQQDVHV�MRRQLVWX�
VLG� VHOJHOW� YlOMD� WXPHGDG� NROGHS}KMDG� �NRNNX� �����
VDPXWL� NXOWXXUNLKL� DOXPLVHG� }KXNHVHOW� VlLOLQXG�
RVDG� ���� MQ� ���� 7DUWX� hOLNRRO� WHJL� PXLVWLVH� DYDWXG�
kultuurkihiga alal päästeuuringuid, mida rahastas 
Muinsuskaitseamet. 

$VXODNRKD�N}LJH�LQWHQVLLYVHPD�NXOWXXUNLKLJD�DOD�
MlL�XXH�SDUNLPLVSODWVL�DODOH�MD�VHOOH�VLVVHV}LGXVW�OllQH�
SRROH��PDGDOD�N}UJHQGLNX�OLQQDPlH�SRROVHOH�Q}OYDOH��
NXV�OHLWL�NRNNX���NROGHS}KMD�MD���WXPHGDW�ODLNX��.XO�
tuurkiht oli siin kohati 40–45 cm paks ning koldelai�
NH�HVLQHV�Y}UGOHPLVL�WLKHGDOW��3DUNODVW�LGD�SRROH�MllY�
ala on ilmselt asula väheintensiivse kultuurkihiga 
�SDNVXV� ��� FP� ULQJLV�� SHULIHHULD�� NXV� WHH� SHDO� Y}LV�
XPEHV� ���P�SLNNXVHO� MD� ��P� ODLXVHO� DODO� WlKHOGDGD�
VHLWVHW�NROGHODLNX��0}QHG�DVXOD� OllQHRVDV�NROGHG� MD�
ODLJXG� PRRGXVWDVLG� VLUJH� LGD²OllQH�VXXQDOLVH� UHD��
Pole välistatud, et sirges reas paiknevad kolded viita�
vad omaaegsele tee olemasolule praeguse külatee ko�
KDV�MXED�PXLQDVDVXOD�HNVLVWHHULPLVH�DMDO��V�W��OLQQXVH�
MXXUGH�YLLYD�WHHO}LJX�MlUMHSLGHYXVHOH�

.ROGHORKNXGHV��MQ��²���ROL�VlLOLQXG�SHDDVMDOLNXOW�
�²��NLYLNLKWL��PLOOH�VHDV�Y}LV�NRKDWL�OHLGXGD�YlLNHVL�
söetükke. Kolded olid ebakorrapäraselt ümmarguse 
Y}L�RYDDOVH�S}KLSODDQLJD��QHQGH�OlELP}}W�YDULHHUXV�
40–177 cm vahel. Koldelohkude säilinud osad oli 
10–40 cm sügavad.

���NROOHW� VLVDOGDVLG� OHLXPDWHUMDOL�� SHDPLVHOW�Nl�
sikeraamikat, mille seas esines arvukalt riibitud  

SLQGDGHJD�NLOGH� �NRNNX���NROGHS}KMDV�� MQ� ����.DNV�
ULLELWXG�NHUDDPLNDJD�NROGHNRKWD�GDWHHUXYDG�NDOLE� 
UHHULWXG�UDGLRV�VLQLNXSURRYL�S}KMDO�YDVWDYDOW�YDKH�
PLNNX����²����S.U�QLQJ����²����Y}L����²����S.U�� 
5LLELWXG� NHUDDPLND� ROL� /}XQD�7DUWXPDDO� �VQD�
OHYLQXG�� VHOOH� YDOPLVWDPLVDHJ� MllE� YDKHPLN�
NX� DODWHV� SURQNVLDMDVW� NXQL� ��²��� VDMDQGLQL� S.U��
Tekstiilkeraamikat asulast ei saadud. Kolle 17, 
PLV� SlULQHE� NDOLEUHHULWXG� V�VLQLNXSURRYL� S}KMDO�
YDKHPLNXVW� ���²���� S.U�� VLVDOGDV� ,� DDVWDWXKDQ�
de teisele poolele iseloomulikku servaaukude�
JD� QQ� 5}XJH� W��SL� MlPHNHUDDPLNDW� �MQ� ��� MD� �KH�
silutud peenkeraamika katke, ent sealt leiti ka 
vähemalt üks riibitud pinnaga keraamikakild.  
/LVDNV�OHLGXV�P}QHV�NROGHV�S}OHQXG�MD�S}OHPDWD�ORR�
maluid. Kedrakeraamikat kolletes ei olnud.

$VXOD�OllQHRVDV��HKLWDWDYD�WHH�O}XQDVHUYDV�NDH�
YDWL�OlEL����P�SLNNXQH�MD�����P�ODLXQH�ULED�VlLOLQXG�
NXOWXXUNLKWL� �MQ����$������7XPHSUXXQL�NXOWXXUNLKWL�
kattis 20–25 cm paksune leidudeta ühtlaselt pruun 
S}OOXPXOG�� .XOWXXUNLKW� ROL� XPEHV� ��²��� FP� SDNV��
selle ülemine osa sisaldas kedrakeraamikat ning lei�
ti ka kaks Tartu piiskopi brakteaatpenni 13.–14. sa�
MDQGLVW��MQ�����6�JDYDPDO�HVLQHV�NlVLWVLNHUDDPLNDW��
mille seas oli ka riibitud kilde. Kultuurkihi alaosast 
OHLWL�OHLXPDWHUMDOLWD�NROGHORKN�

$OW�/DDUL� OLQQXVDVXOD� WHNNLV� QlKWDYDVWL� URRPD�
UDXDDMDO�QLQJ�ROL�DUYDWDYDVWL� MXED�VHOODO�Y}UGOHPLVL�
VXXUWH�P}}WPHWHJD��.XL�$OW�/DDUL� OLQQXV� ROL� NDVX�
tusel arvatavasti I aastatuhandest II aastatuhande 
YDKHWXVHQL� S.U�� VLLV� DVXOD� NHVWLV� HGDVL� NXQL� NHVN�
DMDQL�QLQJ�MlHWL�PDKD�KLOMHPDOW�����VDMDQGLO�

ARHEOLOOGILISED PÄÄSTEKAEVAMISED 
ALT-LAARI ASULAKOHAL TARTUMAAL


