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During the last decade 60-130 new sites have been discovered annually.
The average count is 80 new sites per year and 2008 was no exception.
The table in this article contains 76 new sites, including 57 settlement sites,
5 burial places, remains of smithy, a hoard site, a refuge site, etc. New sites
were discovered in most of the counties of Estonia (Fig. 1). Large-scale field
surveys were carried out in the Counties of Pélva (22 new sites), Tartu
(15 new sites) and Parnu (11 new sites). The most productive discoverer was
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Fig. 1. New archaeological sites Jn 1. 2008. aastal avastatud Drawing / Joonis: Marge Konsa
discovered in 2008. muistised.
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Andres Vindi, a technician in the Laboratory of Archaeology at the Uni-
versity of Tartu. More than half of the new sites were discovered by
him.

Several surveys were carried out by Ester Oras, a graduate student
in the University of Tartu in the scope of her Master’s thesis (2009).
The purpose of these was to investigate the contexts of Middle Iron Age
hoards. In addition to locating the known hoard sites new sites were also
looked for. As a result of this survey work 23 new sites were discovered,
mainly from the Counties of Viru, Jarva and Tartu. Especially notewor-
thy are the Kalmakiila (nos. 7 and 8) rich Neolithic settlement sites on
the north-west coast of Lake Peipsi. Until now, only a few Mesolithic
bone finds were known from there (Jaanits & Moora 2008, 397, fig. 2).

Our understanding of the settlement patterns around Lake Peipsi
was also improved in some parts of Setumaa. Arvis Kiristaja carried out
several expeditions in the scope of the project “The Formation and Devel-
opment of Settlement in Setumaa from Stone Age to Iron Age’, which was
a part of the national Setumaa program of the Ministry of Culture. In ad-
dition to numerous settlement sites two new Talka-type barrow groups
were discovered in Varska. One of these is located near the crossroads
of Viarska—Podmotsa and Méédsovitsa—Sagora roads (no. 32), where
4 large and 6 smaller barrow-like formations were discovered. These
are located on an area of approximately 100 X 100 m surrounded by a
rampart. The other group is located 1 km south of the former Kotelnika
village (no. 26), where about ten mounds form two lines parallel to the
road (Kiristaja 2008).

Renaldo Veeber from the Saatse Museum helped to locate several
folklore-related sites in Lobotka. According to folklore a sacred place
was located on Jumalamégi (God Hill) in the northern part of Kolossova
village (no. 25). The two-part Kuningamégi (King Hill — 47.3 m a.s.l.),
which is covered by a pine forest and located in the southern part of Pode-
likusuu village is considered to be a former refuge (no. 27), where people
hid even as late as during World War II.

&

Fig. 2. Finds found by metal
detecting in Rutikvere.
1 - penannular brooch
2 — fragment of silver
sheet pendant

3 — fragment of plaque
4 —bell.
Jn 2. Rutikverest metalliotsijaga
4 leitud esemeid.
1 - hoburauasdlg
2 — hébedast rinnalehe
katked

3 — naastu katke
0 1cm 4 - kuljus
Photo / Foto: Arvi Haak
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Mari Lohmus (MA), initiated an expedition to Tori, in the County of
Parnu. This resulted in new knowledge about a Stone Age settlement on
the banks of the Parnu and Navesti Rivers. Of the newly discovered sites
the most prominent one is the Mesolithic settlement site with rich finds in
Paistale on the north bank of the Parnu River (no. 47). The list of 12th —
14th cc. settlements in Parnu County was supplemented thanks to the work
of Mati Mandel (AM). The only hoard handed over to a museum in 2008
was found in Parnu County by Rein Roodus (see Kiudsoo, this volume).

Smaller surveys were carried out in the Counties of Harju, Rapla and
Voru. Aivar Kriiska led an expedition which discovered a Stone Age set-
tlement and two Iron Age settlements on the bank of the Jigala River
(nos. 1-3, Kriiska et al., this volume). The National Heritage Board com-
missioned Aarne Kivistik and Mauri Kiudsoo to check the sites discovered
by Kivistik during his years of work as a trustee of the National Heritage
Board. The coordinates of these sites were cross-checked with the National
Register of Monuments. As a result of this work new sites were also discov-
ered. Toomja remains of smithy (no. 53) in Rapla County is an example.

In south Estonia archaeological survey of lakes and their surround-
ings was continued. This year attention was focused on Plaani Kiilajarv
(no. 74) in the Haanja Uplands. Previously, an Early Iron Age settlement
site, a Late Iron Age barrow and a Middle Age rural cemetery have been
investigated on the south-eastern bank of the lake (Peets 1988). In 2008
Marge Konsa discovered a cultural layer of a settlement site on the east-
ern bank of the lake, within the borders of the Soka farmstead. The pot-
sherds found there were identified by Andres Tvauri as group 2 of plain
wheel-thrown pottery from north-west Russia and dated to the 11th cen-
tury (pers. comm.).

A joint project of the Islands program of the Ministry of Culture and
the Centre of Excellence in Cultural Theory was started in 2008. It is ti-
tled “‘The Archaeological Heritage of the Marine Culture of the Islands’
and carried out by the University of Tartu, the Tallinn University and
the National Heritage Board. Fieldwork was carried out on Vormsi and
Ruhnu islands. On Ruhnu (no. 54), Mirja Ots discovered a Late Neo-
lithic settlement site. The site is situated by the road leading from the
Ruhnu lighthouse to the former border guard outpost in Valgi. The site
is badly damaged by a quarry. The preserved part of the site measures
about 80 X 40 m, containing Corded Ware and flint of foreign origin. Char-
coal from a layer containing ceramics in one of the test-pits was dated.
The C-analysis gave the result 4130+40BP (cal. 95.4% 28802580 BC).!

All the sites described above were discovered in the course of planned
studies as a result of fieldwalking, sampling and surveying. In addition some
chance discoveries were also made, during salvage archaeology and construc-
tion work. During the excavations in connection with the reconstruction

! Poz-30595.
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of Vabaduse Square in Tallinn (no. 5) a Neolithic settle-
ment site was discovered. The layer containing Comb and
Corded Ware lay at 15-16.5 m above today’s sea level,
dating from approximately 3200-2800 BC (Kadakas et al.
2009). On the island Saaremaa near Salme village (no. 55)
the first prehistoric ship in Estonia was discovered (see
Konsa et al., this volume). The existence of a rural cem-
etery in Mustahamba village (no. 73) in Voru County was
discovered in connection with motorsports activities —
the motorcycle club Mad Devil held a hill climbing contest
on Kalmoémée (Grave Hill). Prior to the contest, some of
the soil was peeled and heaped to form the racetrack. Af-
ter the contest the bones of two adults and two children,

DISCOVERED IN 2008

Fig. 3. A flanged bronze axe
found near Keila.

Jn 3.  Keila lihedalt leitud
pronksist rantkirves.

(HMK 8704 A 844.)

Photo / Foto: Marge Konsa

and one iron knife with a bone handle were found (Veldi

2008). Unfortunately the land owner has not understood

the historical importance of the site and has disputed placing the site under
heritage protection.

Items found by metal detectorists that reached museums in 2008 in-
cluded finds from two archaeological sites. Urmas Kuusiku found a collec-
tion of Late Iron Age bronze and silver jewellery (Fig. 2) on a field near the
Rutikvere manor (no. 17). The site was later inspected by archaeologists
who discovered ceramic fragments and a settlement layer measuring 200
x 100 m (Haak & Veldi 2008).

Priit Kumel used a metal detector near Keila and found a bronze
axe (no. 4; Kadakas, 2009). The find was discovered from a field, 200 m
north of the economic center of Tutermaa village, 5~10 cm deep in the
ground. The axe, with the length of 11 cm, is of the narrow-bladed, high-
flanged type (Fig. 3). 6 similar items have been found previously in Estonia,
the latest was found in 2003 from the Merikiila beach near Aseri (Tamla
2004, 18). These belong to the earliest metal items in Estonia, dating from
period IB of Montelius (16th century BC) (Lang 2007, 39).

ABOUT THE TABLE

A site 1s reported in this table only if relevant finds or information has
reached the archaeological collections. The sites are sorted according to
county of location. The name of the site is usually the village. If the name
of the site is different from the name of the village, then an explanation is
supplied in the description column of the table. Andres Tvauri helped with
the dating of new finds from Iron Age and Historic Period stored in the ar-
chaeological collections of the University of Tartu. Additional information
about the sites listed in the table can be obtained from the archaeology
archives of the Universities of Tartu and Tallinn.

Acknowledgements: this study was supported by the
European Union through the European Regional
Development Fund (Center of Excellence CECT).
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LANDSCAPE SURVEYS AND MONUMENTS
DISCOVERED IN 2008
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2008. AASTAL TOIMUNUD
MAASTIKUINSPEKTSIOONID
JA AVASTATUD MUISTISED

Kiesoleva artikli juurde kuuluvas tabelis on 76 uut
muistist (jn 1), nende hulgas on 57 asulakohta, 5 ma-
tusepaika, sepikojaase, aarde leiukoht, pelgupaik jt.
Ulatuslikumaid maastikuinspektsioone tehti Pélva-
maale (22 uut muistist), Tartu- (15) ja Parnumaale
(11). Kdige edukam muististe otsija oli TU arheoloo-
gia kabineti tehnik Andres Vindi, kes leidis tile poole
2008. aasta avastatud muististest.

Ester Orase korraldatud vélitéode tulemusena
leiti 23 uut muistist peamiselt Viru-, Jarva- ja Tartu-
maalt. Eriti tdhelepanuviarne on rikkaliku neoliiti-
lise leiumaterjaliga Kalmakiila asulate avastamine
Peipsilooderannikul. Arvis Kiristaja tegi mitmeidins-
pektsioone Setumaal. Saatse muuseumi eestvedaja
Renaldo Veeberi abiga lokaliseeriti mitmeid péri-
muspaiku Lobotka vallas. Mari Lohmuse initsiatii-
vil tehti uurimisretk Tori valda Piarnumaale, kus
avastati mitmeid uusi mesoliitilisi asulaid Parnu ja
Navesti joe kallastel. Pdrnumaa keskaegsete asu-
lakohtade nimekiri téienes tdnu Mati Mandli eest-
vedamisel toimunud inspektsioonidele. Parnumaalt
avastati ka 2008. a ainus muuseumi joudnud aarde-
leid, mille leidmisau kuulub Rein Roodusele. Aivar
Kriiska juhatatud Jagala ekspeditsiooni kaigus leiti
uusi asulakohti Jagala joe kaldapealsel. Raplamaal
Toomja kiilas tuvastasid Aarne Kivistik ja Mauri
Kiudsoo muistse sepikoja jadnused. Louna-Eestis
jatkati jarvede ja nende lahiimbruse arheoloogilist
inspekteerimist, mille kdigus avastas Marge Konsa
hilisrauaaegse asula Plaani Kiilajarve idakaldalt.
Projekti “Saarte arheoloogiline merekultuuriparand”

MARGE KONSA ja MIRJA OTS

raames tehti valitéid Vormsi ja Ruhnu saarel, kus
Mirja Ots avastas Valgi asulakoha, mis “C-datee-
ringu jérgi kuulub hilisneoliitikumi (4130+40 ra-
diostsinikuaastat e. 2880—2580 eKr). Neoliitiline
asulakoht avastati ka Tallinnas Vabaduse véaljaku
umberehitusega seotud véljakaevamistel. Saare-
maal Salme asula ldhedal leiti tee-ehituse kaigus
Eesti esimene muinaslaev. Vorumaal Mustahamba
kiila Kalmomaéel tuvastati killakalmistu olemasolu,
kui méel korraldatud motovdistluste tulemusena
tekinud stigavatest roobastest tulid ndhtavale inim-
luud. Kahjuks ei ole maaomanik méistnud muistise
ajaloolist ja kultuurilist vadrtust, sest vaidlustas
kalmistu muinsuskaitse alla votmise.

Metallidetektoristide kogutud esemetest joudsid
2008. aastal muuseumi leiud kahest kohast. Rutik-
vere moisa lahedalt pollult leidis Urmas Kuusiku hi-
lisrauaaegseid pronks- ja hobeehteid (jn 2). Keila 14-
hedalt leidis Priit Kumel pronksist rantkirve (jn 3),
mis parineb vanemast pronksiajast 16. saj eKr.

Artiklile lisatud tabelis leiavad kajastamist ai-
nult need muistised ja leiukohad, mille kohta on
leiud voi leiukoha andmed edastatud riiklikesse ar-
heoloogiakogudesse ja arhiivi. Muistise nimes kajas-
tub enamasti kiila nimi. Kui muistise ja kiila nimes
on erinevusi, siis tabeli asukoha kirjelduse lahtris
on lisatud vastav tapsustus. TU fondi raua- ja aja-
loolise aja uute muististe leiumaterjali aitas dateeri-
da Andes Tvauri. Lisainfot tabelis toodud muististe
kohta saab TU ja Al arheoloogia arhiivist.

231



