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INTRODUCTION
known as an attractive natural place in the territory of Matsalu National
Park. The place has also an interesting archaeological component, which
attained an addition in 2001 when a long rampart was discovered on the
the in

Fig. 1. The rampart and field
remains. View from southwest.
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Jn 1.

Linnuse vall ja muistsete
põldude jäänused. Vaade
edelast.

Photo / Foto: Helena Kaldre
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terest of archaeologists more and more. Therefore, in 2008, archaeological
investigations were started there. The main target of the investigations
gust, excavations were carried out. Two trenches through baulks were
made, one of them was situated in the area enclosed within the rampart,
the other was outside it.
western part of the area between Matsalu Bay, Virtsu Peninsula and the
mägi with the height of 24 m over the sea level rises clearly and visibly
from the surrounding landscape. The hill is by nature a glint island, formed

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND
The historical Hanila parish is considered as one of the densest settle
Age (Jaanits et al.
the cultural layers of the villages from the Late Iron Age are situated
rather sparsely. Also, the central settlement area and hill fort are ab

1

cultural layer was also found (Mandel 2008, 254). None of these sites
have been archaeologically investigated.
by Mati Mandel in 2001 (for further reading see Karnau 2001; Mandel
2003b, 25). It is interesting that the existence of the rampart was
not known, although the place has raised the attention of archaeolo
tourism site.

kolkhoz barn (it might be the same place Jung
mentioned). Trial excavations revealed several funerals from the 17th

1

National Register of Monuments, National Heritage Board (http://register.muinas.ee/).
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Another cemetery, probably a tarand

them are clearance heaps, but some might also be graves.
The east–west oriented rampart discovered in 2001 in the northern
hill. The 5–5.7 m wide, approximately 0.5–1 m high rampart of stones and

part have been destroyed, it has given the opportunity to investigate the
ing under the wall, it means that it was built straight on the limestone
wall (Mandel 2008, 254). The construction of the wall has been compared
with a settlement site with circular rampart nearby, in Massu, which has

or less associated with cult activities, since the cultural layer is rather thin
in the places that have been investigated (Lang 2007, 246).
cairns. Their investigation was the main goal of the work in 2008.
THE RESULTS OF THE FIELDWORK
Mapping

Fig. 2. Area mapped on the hill
of Salumägi in 2008.
Jn 2. 2008. aastal Salumäel
plaanistatud ala.
Drawing / Joonis: Helena Kaldre
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hill remained outside of the mapped area.
Altogether 26 clearance cairns were mapped, the
height being at the average of 0.5–0.7 m from the sur
rounding ground, the diameter ranging from 3.5–5 m, but
some heaps were even larger, with the diameter of 7 m.
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Altogether 18 baulks of different size and shape were counted. The baulks
were long and wide, clearly marked and visible. Massive boulders, prob
ably in their initial natural location, which were used for bordering the

were not fully visible with the total station. Outside the rampart, in the

slightly irregular and surrounded with baulks, clearance cairns and boul
systems and their size in Gotland for example, it has been suggested that

TRENCH I
The 1.5 × 6 m trench was made crosswise through the baulk orientated

Fig. 3. The uppermost stone
layer in trench I.
View from south-west.
Jn 3. Pealmine kivikiht
I kaevandis.
Vaade edelast.
Photo / Foto: Helena Kaldre
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The baulk ran parallel to the rampart and was 45 m long and 2–4.5 m
The baulk was mostly thrown of limestone slabs (20 cm in diame
ter), but there were also granite stones. Most of them were visible in the
uppermost stone layer and they were more numerous on the side areas
of the baulk (Fig. 3). It seemed that the big granite stones were thrown
to the baulk before the smaller limestone slabs. Maybe the baulk was
even marked with bigger stones before the start of farming. The upper
stone layer was covered with 15 cm of soil. Three stone layers were
cleared out, in between of which there was quite a large amount of soil.
10–25 cm of dark soil. The width of the stone cover of the baulk was
there was a very thin, barely distinguishable soil layer. It did not con
stitute a clear layer, but was more or less blend into the natural soil.
The thickness of the stone cover of the baulk in the central part was
approximately 47 cm.
The second and third stone layers revealed altogether 36 potsherds2,
14 pieces of animal bones, some of which were burned, and nutshells.
soil, distributed sparsely in the soil between the stones. Most of the char
coal pieces and also burned nutshells were found under the third stone
layer, in the intersection of lighter, probably natural gravel soil and
the dark soil on top of it. The sample of charcoal taken from here was
radiocarbon dated to the 1315±35 BP (cal. 650–780 AD).3 In addition to
the charcoal beneath the third stone layer, there was also a thin stripe
TRENCH II
The second trench, measuring 1.4 × 6 m, was made crosswise through
the baulk that was situated in the area enclosed with the rampart.
The 25 m long and 3.5 m wide baulk ran parallel to the rampart and was

observable.
The baulk consisted mostly of limestone slabs with a diameter of
20 cm, but there were also bigger granite and limestones, with the di
ameter of 30–40 cm. The uppermost stone layer was covered with 10 cm
of soil. The breadth of the baulk was 300–380 cm and the thickness
of the stone cover was 40 cm.
2
3
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Fig. 4. Trench II.
Area of dark soil (A) and
burned stones and soil (B)
under the baulk.
View from west.
Jn 4. II kaevand.
Tumeda pinnasega
täidetud sissekaeve (A)
ning põlenud kivide
ja pinnasega ala (B)
põllupeenra all.
Vaade läänest.
Photo / Foto: Helena Kaldre

B

A

Four stone layers with dark soil in between were distinguished during
the excavation. Under the stones, the dark soil was gradually mixed with
the natural gravel clay or gravel; it was impossible to see a clear dark
layer, to which the baulk had been thrown. Under the stones, in the centre
of the baulk, there was a 30 cm wide layer of sparsely situated but strong
ly burnt stones (Fig. 4: B). The soil between them was orange and there
were small pieces of charcoal. The charcoal was radiocarbon dated to the
3130±40 BP (cal. 1500–1310 BC).4
western side of the excavation plot, there was an area with extremely dark
soil that was visible from the third layer (Fig. 4: A). It was measured by 1 ×
0.5 m and it revealed many potsherds (also one decorated with horizontal
lines) and bones. There were also burned stones, but similar to the other
parts of the trench, there were only a few charcoal pieces in the dark soil.
The size of this area diminished in the lower layers. Its bottom, which was
paved with limestone, was ca. 20 cm below the natural ground surface.
There were some small, 5–7 cm stones on the edge of this area, but they
were not forming a clear structure. Although it remained unclear, why this
hole was made, it seems that it was contemporary to the baulk, since the
5

and 36 pieces of animal

layer and they were distributed quite evenly all over the area of the baulk
than the soil inside the baulk). Likewise in trench I, nutshells were also
found. All over the excavation area, there were numerous burned stones,
but charcoal pieces were rare. They were nevertheless evenly distributed
all over the excavation area.
4
5
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DISCUSSION
The date of the potsherds found from the trenches, especially the one
were used for farming all through the prehistoric times, starting from the

central part of group I of Ilmandu, were used in modern times (Lang et al.

is the small amount of charcoal pieces on one side and the relatively high
number of potsherds and animal bones on the other. The lack of charcoal
the soil when burned. The radiocarbon date from trench I coincides well
belong to the 7th – 8th centuries. In that case the potsherds and animal
fertility. On the other hand, it is also possible that the potsherds and bones
cultural layer from an earlier settlement site area. The surprisingly old
radiocarbon date from trench II (16th – 14th centuries BC) is more clearly
connected with earlier human activity. It is possible that the features un
der the baulk, i.e. strongly burned stones and the lower area of dark soil,
belong to the period of the enclosed settlement.
their connection with the rampart it is vital to proceed with the investiga
Acknowledgements: this research was supported by
the European Union through the European Regional
Development Fund (Center of Excellence CECT).
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ARHEOLOOGILISED VÄLITÖÖD
SALEVERE SALUMÄEL

1,4 × 6 m suurust tranšeed valliga piiratud ala sees
peenrad olid kokku visatud peamiselt paekividest,
likust pinnasest pealmiste kivideni oli keskmiselt

kanti ka massiivsed, ilmselt oma algses looduslikus

113

