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On April 26™ 2005 the chief inspector of archaeological heritage of the National
Heritage Board Ants Kraut informed us that the amateur archaeologist Arne
Kivistik had found potsherds, grinding-stone and a half of a broken silver bar, a
half of an Arabian coin with a bronze rivet and two pieces of sheet silver from a
newly ploughed field in Salu village, Harjumaa. U.Tamla got an excavation permit
along with the right to use a metal detector at fieldwork, for checking the
information about the possible discovery of a hoard. M. Kiudsoo, U. Tamla and
A. Kivistik drove to the findspot the next morning.

SURVEY OF THE FINDSPOT

The Salu village is situated in the central part of Harjumaa, near the border
between the former parishes of Harju-Jaani and Juri, where various archaeologi-
cal sites of different periods are located: a prehistoric settlement site (R, 112 1),
Stone graves (Fig. 1: 2), cup-marked stones (Fig. 1: 3) and a refuge called Tatamigi
by local people (Fig. 1: 4). Most likely the prehistoric settlement of Salu (nos
18853-18855 in the National Register of Monuments) is the settlement unit of
Vbbianes, with a size of 9 ploughlands, mentioned in the Liber Census Daniae of
the 1+ quarter of the 13" century (Johansen 1933, 628). The core of this settle-
ment unit may have been in the area of Annukse, Piiguta and Enni farmsteads of
the present-day Ubina (Ubina) (Rae valla muistsed malestised, 110).

The site of discovery, pointed out by A. Kivistik, is located about 100 m NW of the
presumable core of the ancient village, in the lower part of a sloping field of
Annukse farmstead, bordering on the eastern and northern sides by a former field
track and stones at its side. In the aerial photograph of the area the findspot
Stands out as a slightly darker diffused blotch of about 500 sq. m in a light brown
field soil, thus marking the cultural layer of the periphery of the protected settle-
ment site (see Fig. 1: 5). The cultural layer contains more burnt stones, fragments
of animal bones and hand-moulded and wheel-thrown pottery, slag lumps and
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- site of siscovery of the hoard /

-
véikeselohulised kultusekivi aarde leiukoht
2- (O - stone graves / kivikalmed 4 - A - refuge called Tataméagi /
Tatamae-nimeline pelgupaik

= D - settlement site / asulakoht ge Q - cup-marked stone /

Fig. 1. Archaeological sites on the territory of Salu village and the site of discovery of the silve’
hoard of Ubina.

Joon. 1. Salu kiila maadele jéicivad arbeoloogiamdilestised ja Ubina hobeaarde leiukoht.

clay packings' than the surrounding area. Another silver coin found on the groufld
suggested the site of discovery of a hoard dispersed by ploughing.

About ten trial pits were dug to check the thickness and stratigraphy of the cuk
tural layer. It appeared that the maximum thickness of the habitation layer was
50-60 cm and it was disturbed by ploughing to the depth of 30-40 cm. In th¢
deepest part of the cultural layer burnt stones, charcoal and pieces of clay cam€
to light; original soil consisted of moraine and pebbles. To recover the comp?
nents of the hoard and, if possible, discover its original location, we decided t©

! All finds from the settlement site of Salu are stored in the Institute of History (Al 6717); silver coins and silver artefacts were named the hoard
of Ubina after the ancient toponym, and are stored under the number Al 6717a.
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use a metal detector. While working with it we applied the research method used
in Sweden, particularly on Gotland, at collecting the so-called hoard residues (see
Ostergren 1989). According to this the concentration areas of finds are marked as
excavation plots and thoroughly surveyed with a metal detector.

In Salu (Ubina) the excavation plot was located at the edge of the field where sil-
ver objects and coins were found on the surface. An area of 20 x 20 m was marked
as the plot, the eastern edge of which coincided with that of the ploughed field.
Having searched the whole plot with the metal detector from N to S and from E
to W, it appeared that in the topmost layer with a thickness of 10-20 cm metal
finds were scattered all over the plot but the highest concentration of silver coins
was observed near the eastern edge of the plot where the first furrow was about
10 cm deeper than the rest of the field. The primary survey of the spot produced
nearly 80 metal finds, including 28 coins, one disc-shaped silver cake and two
deformed pieces of sheet silver (Figs. 4: 3; 5: 1, 4). According to the preliminary
determination of Mauri Kiudsoo, all coins dated from the period between the 2™
half of the 10™ century and the beginning of the 12" century thus suggesting a
hoard of the Late Viking Age. Consequently a suggestion was made to the National
Heritage Board to extend the protection zone of Salu prehistoric settlement site
also to the peripheral part of the site. We also suggested archaeological rescue
excavations to be organized as soon as possible.

RESCUE EXCAVATIONS

The joint expedition of the archaeologists and numismatists of the Department of
Archaeological Collections of the Institute of History, University of Tallinn, Esto-
nian History Museum and National Heritage Board worked on the site of discov-
ery of the hoard for two weeks. Since the investigations were of a rescue charac-
ter, and time and resources were limited, we decided to concentrate our efforts
on the recovering of the residues of the hoard and finding out its original loca-
tion. The undisturbed deposits of the cultural layer of the settlement site were
excavated as deep as the original soil only in the places where we came upon
construction remains. The total area of the excavation was about 350 sq. m.

THE PLUNDER

During the night or early morning following the first day of the excavations ille-
gal archaeologists robbed the site, digging deep holes in the marked excavation
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plot as well as in the cultural layer beyond it. Evidently they had used a metal
detector in their search for silver. We informed the local police constable of the
plunder, and asked Estonian male archaeologists and members of the Estonian
Defence League to organize day-and-night watch on the site until the end of the
excavations.

CONSTRUCTION REMAINS

The investigation of the settlement site of Salu proved that various construction
remains may be preserved even in areas of long-time tillage. The clearest sign of
the buildings in the peripheral area of the settlement site was the conglomeration
of granite and limestone discovered in the southern part of the excavation in the
deepest part of the ploughed layer. The compact part, measuring about
70 x 100 cm, formed a stove remains of heavily burnt cobblestones. Stones, pre-
served mostly in two, sporadically also in three layers, were covered with a lot of
clay hardened by heat. Large lumps of clay discovered in the upper part of the
construction bore grooves, 1-1.5 cm in width as well as in depth, on their coarse-
ly smoothed surfaces.These suggested a construction of a stove with a clay top-
Apparently the large lumps of clay came from the arch of the stove, which was
built with the help of a framework of twigs. The base of the stove on the level
with the earthen floor of the building was laid of closely set cobblestones and
smoothed with clay. The clay cover of the stove base had been renewed at least
once. It is possible that this stove had some constructional connection with the
posthole that came to light at the western edge of the remains.The post in it had
been wedged in with edgewise-placed limestone slabs and smaller cobblestones:
Unfortunately the stove construction was so heavily damaged by tillage that itS
precise measurements and location in the building could not be established.

Three post-holes wedged in with stones, together with a presumable floor of 2
building, consisting of heavily crumbled (large?) limestone slabs, were discovered
about 10 m NW of the stove remains. There were also two pits with steep sides;
with maximum diameter of 1.6 m, dug to the depth of 0.4-0.5 m into the origk
nal soil. The distance between the pits was 1.5 m. Each pit contained soil that was
considerably more granulous than in the cultural layer, with a few small fragments
of animal bones, pieces of burnt clay and charcoal, limestone and granite stones
The bottom of the second pit was padded with a layer of clay, nearly 2 cm thick,
and it contained also several larger granite stones, the largest of them with a dia-
meter of about 40 cm. Pits dug in houses or in their immediate neighbourhOOd
for storing vegetables and grain have been regarded as predecessors of present-
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day cellars and storage pits for potatoes (Lavi 1997, 121). Pits in the ground as

places for grain storage are mentioned also in the Livonian Chronicle of Henry
(HLC 1982,1V, 3, 5).

FINDS

Most of the finds from the Salu settlement site were recovered from the mixed
ploughing layer. Beside the largest group of finds of hand-moulded pottery, a few
fragments of wheel-thrown pottery were also found. The density of pottery frag-
ments was higher near the stove, where mostly fragments of pottery with pol-
ished surface came to light. These fragments come from dark brown or black ves-
sels of various size and wall thickness, with a rim slightly curving outwards. Two
fragments are decorated: one, with a polished surface, bears dense net decoration,
the other, probably from an early wheel-thrown pot, has parallel waves for deco-
ration.

Fig. 2. Finds from the rescue excavations.
1 - deformed fragment of a penannular brooch, 2 - fragment of a bracelet, 3, 4 - pins of
penannular brooches, 5 - fragment of bone with cutting traces.

Joon. 2. Leide Ubina hobeaarde pdicistekaevamistelt.
1 - deformeerunud hoburaudsole katke, 2 - kéevoru katke, 3, 4 - hoburaudsole noelad,
5 - loikejdilgedega luufragment. (AI 6717.)
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Another group of finds consists of iron and bronze objects and fragments of
these. Of bronze ornaments a deformed fragment of a penannular brooch
(Fig. 2: 1) and a fragment of a bracelet with open ends and a rhomboid cross-sec-
tion (Fig. 2: 2), fragments of two narrow-footed pins of penannular brooches
(Fig. 2: 3, 4) should be mentioned. Iron tools included a calk, broken knives, sick-
les, scythes, horse- or ox-shoes, nails, etc. Fragments of polishing stones, grinding
stones and animal bones, including some fragments with cutting traces (Fig. 2: 5)
also came to light.

THE SILVER HOARD OF UBINA

At the time of writing of this
survey 283 coins, four frag-
ments of silver jewellery, four
lumps of silver and six frag-
ments of sheet silver from
the silver hoard of Ubina are
stored in the Institute of
History (AI 6717a: 1-297).
Besides the afore mentioned
we have information of
about ca. 100 coins, that had
been robbed from the site of
discovery and sent to a coin
auction in Germany, but
which should be soon

returned to Es_toma thanks to Fig. 3. Finds from the silver hoard of Ubina. 1 - fragmen!
the prompt interference of of a neckring, 2 - fragment of a sheet pendant.

the Estonian and German 3 - fragment of a bead, 4 - loop wrapped with @

. S wire and a reconstruction of an earring.
police officials. Joon. 3. Leide Ubina hobeaardest. 1 - kaelavoru fragment:
2 - rinnalebe fragment, 3 - helmefragment.

Three of the four fragments 4 - traadiga mdbitud aas ja rekonstruktsiool
of silver ornaments can be kgnarongas Sdl gL e

firmly identified: one belongs

to a neckring twisted of three wires (Fig. 3: 1), the other comes from a thin round
silver sheet pendant (Fig. 3: 2) and the third from a barrel-shaped bead with relief
ringlets on its surface (Fig. 3: 3). Since the ends of the neckring fragment bear
visible traces of chopping, it evidently belongs among the so-called hacksilver, i.€-
deliberately broken ornaments used as a medium of exchange.The fourth frag
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ment is a loop wrapped with filigree
wire, with a wire ring through it. It may
very likely come from an earring (or a
temple ornament?) (Fig. 3: 4). Our recon-
struction of this object, unique among
Estonian archaeological finds, is based on
the two identical lunule-shaped earrings
from the hoard of Runsberga, Oland
(Stenberger 1958, Fig. 32: 2, 3), the upper
part of which resembles the fragment
from Ubina. M. Stenberger regarded the
earrings from Runsberga as objects of
luxury, since complicated methods of
jewellery craft - niello, filigree and granu-
lation - have been used for their manu-
facturing. According to Stenberger such
ornaments were typical to Byzantine cul-
ture both by their shape and realization,
and reached Oland in the Viking Age,
apparently through Russia, from the east-
ern Mediterranean or the Greek-
Sarmatian habited near the Black Sea
(Stenberger 1958, 148). From the Eastern
Baltic only one earring of the type has
been found near Krimulda, Courland, in
1820 (RK, no 538, Plate 17: 16).

Two of the cast silver pieces come from a
peg-shaped silver bar (Fig.4: 1,2) and two
from a disc-shaped so-called silver cake
(Fig. 4: 3, 4). Only one circular silver cake
was hitherto known from Estonia: it was
found in 1908 from the village of
Mietaguse, Virumaa, in a composition of a
larger hoard, and was taken to Russia, to
the Hermitage. Richard Hausmann (1914)
who first published the hoard of
Mietaguse dated it to the 13" - beginning
of the 14" century. Evald Tonisson (1962,
no 53) agreed with this dating. On the

g 5

Joon. 5.

Finds from the silver hoard of Ubina.
1, 2 - fragments of a peg-shaped. sil-
ver bar, 3, 4 - disc-shaped silver bar.
Leide Ubina hobeaardest.

1, 2 - kaks pulgakujulist hobeda-
kangi tiikki, 3, 4 - kaks kettakujulist
hobedakangi tikki. (Al 671 7a.)

4 0 3cm
Finds from the silver hoard of Ubina.
1-4 - four rectangular silver sheet
[fragments with testing marks, 5 - cir-
cular silver sheet fragment with test-
ing marks.

Leide Ubina hobeaardest.

1-4 - neli kandilist proovijdlgedega
toorhobeda tiikki, 5 - timmargune
proovijéilgedega toorhobeda tiikk.
(Al 6717a.)
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0 1cm

Fig. 6. One of the latest coins of the Ubina  Fig. 7.  Ubina hoard. Coin struck in a mint of

hoard. Magdeburg, end of the 11"— the Obodrite king Heinrich (1093
beginning of the 12" century. 1127) in Old Liibeck.

Joon. 6. Ubina aarde tiks biliseimaid vermin-  Joon. 7. Ubina aare. Vana-Liiiibekis Obodrii-
guid. Magdeburg. 11. sajandi Iopp— tide kuninga Heinrichi (1093-1127)
12. sajandi algus. (AI 6717a.) miintlas 106dud raba. (AI 671 7a.)

basis of coins containing in the hoard I. Leimus and A. Molvogin have dated the

tpq (terminus post quem - the earliest possible date of depositing) of the
Mietaguse find to 1236 (Leimus & Molvogin 2001, no. 72).

The four rectangular (Fig. 5: 1-4) and one circular fragment of sheet silver
(Fig. 5: 5) bear indentations and scratches made with a sharp object (e.g. an awl
or a tip of a knife) - evidently testing marks, which are quite common on pre-
historic silver.

The overwhelming majority of the coins stored in the Institute of History have
been struck in about 50 mints of Germany (72.9%).These are followed by English
(16.4%), Arabian (4.6%) and Danish (3.6%) coins. At least five Swedish (Sigtuna?)
imitations of Anglo-Saxon coins have been identified, as well as one Hungarial
coin and one imitation of a Byzantine coin.The latter most likely belonged to the€
same necklace as the dirhems of Arabian caliphate from the same hoard. Finnish
numismatists Pekka Sarvas and Tukka Talvio have suggested that such imitations
of Byzantine miliaresias from the 11" century were made somewhere in th€
neighbourhood of Turku (see Sarvas 1973, 176-186; Talvio 1978, 26-38; 1994;
146-154).In Estonia they have been found also from the hoards of Kose (Leimus$
1986, no. 1684-1685), Kaarma-Piila (Talvio 2001, 206-212) and Vao (?) (Talvio
O9S RISl

Relying upon the latest known coins of the hoard we may presume that the hoard

was deposited some time at the beginning of the 12" century. While dating th¢
hoard about ten German coins are of vital importance. They were all struck at th¢
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turn of the 11" and 12" centuries. The determination of tpq of the hoard is ham-
pered by the dissensions of numismatists over the interpretation of certain coin
types. A presumable Magdeburg coin dated to the end of the 11* century (Fig. 6)
might be mentioned as an example: it has been also dated to the period
1105-1120 (Kilger 2000, 204). A vaguely datable coin of Old Liibeck (Fig. 7) from
the prolonged reign of the Obotrites King Heinrich (1093-1127) also belongs
among the latest coins of the hoard. Such coins were hitherto found from Estonia
only in the Late Viking Age hoards of Kose (Leimus 1986, no. 687) and Otepii
(Molvogin 1994, 387).

SUMMARY

The site of discovery of the silver hoard of Ubina by A. Kivistik was identified as
a peripheral part of the prehistoric settlement site of Salu. Although the precise
original location of the hoard, dispersed by ploughing, could not be established,
we can still assert that the hoard was hidden in a built-over area, maybe even
inside a building. Most likely the hoard consisting of coins, silver lumps and hack-
silver, and possibly also some whole ornaments, was deposited in the ground at
the beginning of the 12" century.

Rescue excavations on the site of discovery of the hoard proved the suitability of
the research methods used in Gotland also in the Estonian environment. The opin-
ion was also confirmed that construction remains in cultural layer may be pre-
served notwithstanding prolonged tillage. Of the constructions discovered in Salu
Special mention should be made of the remains of a stove, which date most like-
ly from the prehistoric period (12" century?) and, according to Ain Lavi, is the
best preserved prehistoric stove of the type hitherto found in Estonia. Profound
archaeological investigations might provide valuable source material for the study
of early Estonian settlement history.
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PAASTEKAEVAMISED UBINA HOBEAARDE LEIUKOHAL
Uille TAMLA, Mauri KIUDSOO ja Mari-Liis ROHTLA

26. aprillil 2005. a. teatas Muinsuskaitseameti arheoloogiamailestiste peainspektor Ants Kraut, et
kodu-uurija Arne Kivistik leidis Harjumaal Salu kiilas virskelt iileskiintud pollult savindukilde ja
jahvekivi ning koos nendega pooliku hébedakangi, pronksneediga pooliku araabia miindi ja kaks
hobepleki tiikki. Selleks, et kontrollida laekunud teadet ja selgitada vilja, kas tegemist voib olla aarde
avastamisega, anti Ulle Tamlale kaevamisluba koos oigusega kasutada vilitool metalldetektorit.
Kolmeliikmeline ekspeditsioon sditis leiukohale 27. aprilli hommikul.

LEIUKOHA ULEVAATUS

Salu kiila asub Stida-Harjumaal end. Harju-Jaani ja Jiiri khk. piirimail, kuhu jidb mitmeid eriaegseid
arheoloogiamilestisi: muinasasula (joon. 1: 1), kivikalmed (joon. 1: 2), viikeselohulised kultusekivid
(joon. 1: 3) ja pelgupaik, mida rahvasuus kutsutakse Tatamieks (joon. 1: 4). Toendoliselt on Salu
muinasasula niol tegemist 13. saj. esimesel veerandil koostatud Taani hindamisraamatus mainitud 9-
adramaalise Vbbianes-nimelise asustusiiksusega, mille tuumikala vois paikneda praeguse Salu kiila
idapoolses osas, Annukse, Piiguta ja Enni talude piirkonnas, mida kutsutakse Ubinaks (Ubinaks).

A. Kivistiku poolt kittendidatud leiukoht asub muinasasula arvatavast tuumikust sadakond meetrit
loodesihis Annukse talu kallakja pollu madalamal veerul, mida ida- ja pohjakiiljelt piirab omaaegne
polluvahetee ja selle serva toodud kivid. Samast piirkonnast tehtud aerofotol eristub leiukoht
helepruunist pdllupinnast veidi tumedama u. 500 m? suuruse hajusa laiguna ja tihistab sellisena kait-
sealuse asula ddreala kultuurkihti (vt. joon. 1: 1). Pollul leidub kultuurkihiga alal rohkem kui mujal
polenud kive, loomaluutiikke, Kisi- ja kedrakeraamika kilde, 3lakitiikke ning savitihendeid.
Mullapinnalt avastatud jirjekordne hdbemiint viitas kiinniga laialikantud hobeaarde leiukohale.

Kultuurkihi paksuse ja stratigraafia kontrollimiseks kaevati kiimmekond prooviauku, kust selgus, et
clutegevuskiht on maksimaalselt 50-60 cm paks ja 30-40 cm stigavuseni kiinniga segamini
pooratud. Kultuurkihi koige alumises osas leidus polenud kive, siitt ja savitiikke; inimtegevusest puu-
tumatu pinnas koosnes helekollasest veeristega moreenist. Selleks, et korjata kokku aarde sisu ja voi-
maluse korral selgitada vilja vairisvara algne asukoht, otsustati kasutada metalldetektorit.
Detektoriga to6tamisel juhinduti uurimismetoodikast, mida kasutatakse nn. aardejiaikide kokkukor-
jamiseks Rootsis, eriti Ojamaal. Selle metoodika jirgi fikseeritakse leidude kontsentratsioonialad
kaevanditena ning kiiakse need metalldetektoriga risti-poigiti 1abi.

Salus (Ubinas) peeti kaevandi asukoha miiramisel silmas piirkonda, kust pollupinnalt oli leitud
hobeesemeid ja -miinte. Kaevandina tihistati 20 x 20 m suurune ala. Kogu kaevandit metalldetek-
toriga N-S ja O-W suunas libi “kammides” selgus, et kiinnikihi koige tilemises 10-20 cm paksuses
kihis on leide tile kogu kaevandi, kuid koige tihedam hdbemiintide kontsentratsioon jaab kaevandi
idapoolsesse serva, kus asub muust pdllupinnast u. 10 cm siigavam kiinnjalustusvagu. Leiukoha
esmase Ulevaatusega korjati kokku ligemale 80 metall-leidu, sh. 28 munti, 1 kettakujuline hobeda-
kook ja 2 deformeerunud hébeplekitiikki (joon. 4: 3; 5: 1,4). Mauri Kiudsoo esialgse midrangu jargi
pdrinesid koik miindid ajavahemikust 10. saj. teine pool - 12. saj. algus ja osutasid seega hilis-
viikingiaegsele . aardele. Sellest lihtudes tehti Muinsuskaitseametile ettepanek Salu muinasasula
kaitseala laiendamiseks nii, et see holmaks ka objekti ddreala. Uhtlasi soovitasime voimalikult kiiresti
organiseerida hobeaarde leiukohal arheoloogilised piistetdod.
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PAASTEKAEVAMISED

Tallinna Ulikooli Ajaloo Instituudi fondide sektori, Eesti Ajaloomuuseumi ja Muinsuskaitseameti
arheoloogidest ja numismaatikutest moodustatud uhisekspeditsioon tegi aarde leiukohal kaeyamisi
kaks nidalat. Kuna selle uuringu niol oli tegemist piiratud aja ja ressurssidega piistetdooga, otsusta-
ti pohitihelepanu poorata aardejiikide kokkukorjamisele ja “rahapaja” algse asukoha viljaselgita-
misele. Samal kohal paikneva muinasasula kultuurkihi libikiindmata osa kaevati puutumatu pin-
naseni uksnes siis, kui sattuti ehitusjiinustele. Uhtekokku kaevati Libi u. 350 m?.

ROOV

Ekspeditsiooni esimesele kaevamispievale jirgnenud 6osel voi varahommikul kiisid aarde leiuko-
hal “mustad arheoloogid”, kes kaevasid siigavaid auke nii uurimisalana tihistatud kaevandisse kui k2
sellest viljapoole jiavale kultuurkihiga territooriumile. Ilmselt kasutasid nad hdbeda otsimiseks me-
talldetektorit. Kaitsealusel mélestisel toimunud rodvist andsime teada kohalikule konstaablile; omalt
poolt kutsusime Eesti meesarheolooge ja kaitseliitlasi korraldama leiukohal O0pdevaringne valve
ekspeditsiooni 16puni.

EHITUSJAANUSED

Salu asulakoha uurimine niitas, et ka pikka aega Libikiintud kultuurkihis voib olla siilinud mitmest-
guste ehitiste jadnuseid. Koige selgemini osutas asula direala kunagisele hoonestusele kaevandi 10U
napoolses servas kiinnikihi alumisest horisondist vilja puhastatud raud- ja paekividest koosnev lade,
mille kompaktsema osa moodustas tugevasti tuld saanud viiksematest raudkivimunakatest
u.70 x 100 cm suurune ahjuvare. Enamasti kahes, kohati kolmes kihis paiknenud kivide juures oli
rohkesti kuumuses kovastunud savi. Ahjuvare iilaosast leitud suuremad savilahmakad, mille
rohmakalt silutud pinnale oli jiinud 1-1,5 cm laiused ja sigavused vaod, nditasid, et tegemist vOiS
olla savist. lilaosaga umbahjuga. Iimselt pirinesid savilahmakad ahju vdlvist, mille ehitamiseks oli
appi voetud okstest sorestik. Hoone muldporandaga iihel tasemel asetsenud ahju péhi oli laotud
tihedasti tiksteise vastu asetatud raudkividest ja silutud pealt saviga. Seejuures oli ahju pohja katnud
savikihti vihemalt korra uuendatud. Voimalik, et savikummiga ahjul oli mingi konstruktsioonilin€
seos kivivare lidnepoolses servas vilja puhastatud postiauguga. Selles asetsenud 15-20 cm Libimo0-
duga posti oli piisti hoidnud serviti paeplaatidest ja viiksematest kivimunakatest kiilustik. Paraku oli
ahjuvare maaharimisega niivord tugevasti I6hutud, et selle tapsemad modtmed ja asend hoones jﬁid
vilja selgitamata.

Kolm kividega kiilutud postiauku koos tugevasti murenenud (suurematest?) paeplaatidest koosneva
oletatava hoone pdorandaga avastati savikummiga ahjuvarest kiitmmekond meetrit loode pool-
Samasse piirkonda jii ka kaks teineteisest 1,5 m kaugusele jdvat jarskude seintega maksimaalselt
1,6 m 1ibimodduga ja 0,4-0,5 m ulatuses looduslikku kihti sisse kaevatud auku. Molemas lohus oli
pinnas kultuurkihist oluliselt sdredam tume muld ja selles leidus iiksikuid viikesi loomaluukildes
polenud savi- ja soetiikke ning pae- ja raudkive. Teise lohu pohi oli vooderdatud kuni 2 cm paksus€
savikihiga ja sinna oli liikkatud lisaks viiksematele ka mitu suuremat raudkivi, neist koige suurem U-
40 cm 1ibim6oduga. Hoonetesse voi nende lihedusse kaevatud auke, kus hoiti tavaliselt juur- ja terd-
vilja, on peetud tinapievaste keldrite ja kartuliaukude eelkiijateks. Maa-auke kui viljasiilituskohti
mainitakse ka Henriku Liivimaa kroonikas.
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LEIUMATERJAL

Enamik Salu asula leiumaterjalist saadi segatud kiinnikihist. Suurema leiurithma moodustab kisike-
raamika, kuid esineb ka tiksikuid kedranou kilde. Keraamika leiutihedus oli suurem savikummiga
ahju piirkonnas, kust saadi peamiselt kiilapinnaliste anumate kilde. Need fragmendid pirinevad
€rineva suuruse ja seinapaksusega tumepruunidest vOi musta virvi noudest, mille servaosa on
kergelt viljapoole eenduv. Kahel killul esineb kaunistus: iihel kiilapinnalisel tihe vdreornament ja
teisel, arvatavalt varasel kedrakeraamikal, paralleelsed lained.

Teine osa leidudest koosneb raud- ja pronksesemetest ning nende katkenditest. Pronksist ehtekat-
kenditest vidrib eraldi dramdrkimist deformeerunud hoburaudsolg (joon. 2: 1), lahtiste otste ja rom-
bilise Iibiloikega kievoru (joon. 2: 2) ja kaks kitsa kannaga hoburaudsole ndela (joon. 2: 3, 4). Rauast
t60- ja tarberiistadest vOib nimetada jiinaela, katkiseid nuge, sirpe, vikateid, hobuse- ja hirjaraudu,
naelu jms. Leiti ka lihvimiskivide fragmente, viljahoorumiskive ning loomaluid, sealhulgas moned
luud Ioikejilgedega (joon. 2: 5).

UBINA HOBEAARE

Ubina hobeaardest on kiesoleva tilevaate kirjutamise ajal Ajaloo Instituudis hoiul 283 miinti, 4
hobeehte katkendit, 4 toorhobeda tiikki ja 6 hobeplekki. Lisaks on meie kisutuses andmed leiuko-
halt r66vitud ja Saksamaa miindioksjonile saadetud sajakonna vermingu kohta, mis tinu Eesti ja
Saksa politsei kiirele sekkumisele peaksid lihiajal jbudma tagasi Eestisse.

Neljast hobeehte fragmendist on kindlalt méadratletavad kolm katket: liks périneb kolmest traadist
vadnatud kaelavorust (joon. 3: 1), teine Shukesest hdbeplekist viljaldigatud iimmargusest rinnale-
hest (joon. 3: 2) ja kolmas tiinnikujulisest, pealispinnal reljeefsete rdngakestega helmest (joon. 3: 3).
Kuna kaelavorufragmendi otstel on niha raiumisjiljed, voib olla kindel, et selle eseme niol on
tegemist kaalukaubanduses kasutatud tahtlikult purustatud ehtega e. nn. hakkhobedaga. Neljas frag-
ment on filigraantraadiga mahitud aas, millest on labi pistetud traatrongas. Suure tdeniosusega voib
see parineda korvarongast voi oimuehtest (joon. 3: 4). Eesti arheoloogilises leiumaterjalis ainulaadse
eseme siin esitatud rekonstruktsiooni aluseks on voetud Olandi saarelt Runsberga aardes sisalduvad
kaks tihesugust poolkuukujulist kdrvardngast (Stenberger 1958, joon. 32: 2, 3), mille tilaosa teostu-
ses on kokkulangevus Ubina leidu kuulunud fragmendiga. M. Stenberger pidas Runsbergast leitud
ehteid luksuslikeks korvarongasteks, kuna nende valmistamiseks on kasutatud juveliirikunsti
keerulisemaid votteid nagu niello, filigraan ja granulatsioon. Stenbergeri arvates olid seesugused
chted nii oma vormilt kui ka teostuselt iseloomulikud Biitsantsi kultuuriruumile ning joudnud
viikingiajal Olandile ilmselt libi Venemaa idapoolsetest Vahemeremaadest voi Musta mere ddrsetelt
kreeka-sarmaadi asualadelt. Lidnemere idakaldalt on iiks samasugune korvarongas leitud 1820. a.
Kuramaalt Krimulda lihedalt.

Valatud toorhobedatiikkidest parineb kaks pulgakujulisest hobedakangist (joon. 4: 1, 2) ja kaks ket-
takujulisest nn. hobedakoogist (joon. 4: 3, 4). Varem teati Eestist vaid iihte {immargust hobedakooki:
see leiti 1908. a. Virumaalt Mietaguse kiilast suurema aardeleiu koostisosana ja viidi hoiule

Venemaale ErmitaaZi. Koige toendolisemalt parineb Mietaguse aare 13. sajandi keskpaigast (¢pq
1236).
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Neljale kandilisele (joon. 5: 1-4) ja iihele immargusele (joon. 5: 5) hobeplekitiikile on terava ese-
mega (ndit. naaskli voi noatipuga) tehtud tikkeid ja kriipsukesi. Niisugused mirgid muinasaegsel
hobedal on iisna tavalised vidrismetalli proovijiljed.

Ajaloo Instituudis olevatest miintidest moodustavad valdava enamuse Saksamaa ligemale poolesaja
erineva rahapaja vermingud (72,9 %). Nendele jirgnevad Inglise (16,4 %), Araabia (4,6 %) ja Taani
(3,6 %) mundid. Rootsis (Sigtunas?) valmistatud anglosaksi rahade imitatsioone on teada vihemalt
viis, samuti on leitud iiks Ungari verming ning tiks Buitsantsi miindi imitatsioon. Viimane on algselt
kuulunud toenioliselt tihte kaelakeesse koos samas leius sisalduvate Araabia kalifaadi dirhemitega.
Soome munditeadlased peavad taolisi Biitsantsi milreeside 11. sajandi imitatsioone kusagil Turt
lihedal vermituks (vt. Sarvas 1973, 176-186; Talvio 1978, 26-38; 1994, 146-154). Eestist on neid
teada lisaks Ubinale veel Kose (Leimus 1986, nr. 1684-1685), Kaarma-Piila (Talvio 2001, 206-212)
ning Vao (?) aardeleidudes (Talvio 1995, 181).

Toetudes aardest teadaolevate noorimate miintide miirangutele, voib oletada, et leid on maapoueé
sattunud millalgi 12. sajandi algul. Aarde dateerimisel on olulise tihtsusega kiimmekond Saksamaa
miuintlates 166dud vermingut, mis koik on valmistatud 11./12. sajandi vahetuse paiku. Aarde pq
madramisel on takistuseks numismaatikute erimeelsused teatud miinditiiiipide interpreteerimisel.
Niitena voiks mainida {iht arvatavat 11. sajandi 10pu Magdeburgi miinti (joon. 6), mille valmis-
tamisajaks on pakutud ajavahemikku 1105-1120 (Kilger 2000, 204). Aarde hilisemate miuintide hulka
kuulub ka tiks vordlemisi umbmaiiraselt dateeritav Obodriitide kuninga Heinrichi pikaajalisest valit-
semisperioodist (1093-1127) pirinev Vana-Liitibeki verming (joon. 7). Taolisi miinte oli senini Eestist
avastatud vaid Kose (Leimus 1986, nr. 687) ning Otepad (Molvogin 1994, 387) hilisviikingiaegsetest
aardeleidudest.

KOKKUVOTE

Tehti kindlaks, et 2005. a. avastanud Ubina hdbeaare oli peidetud voi jainud mingil muul pohjusel
mullapoue muinasasula direalale. Kuigi laialikiintud “rahapaja” tipne matmiskoht ei selgunud, saab
viita, et aare oli peidus hoonestatud alal, voimalik, et koguni mones hoones. Koige tdeniolisemalt
jai muntidest, toor- ja hakkhobedast ning voimalik, et ka monest tervest ehtest koosnev vard
maapoue 12. sajandi alguses.

Aarde leiukohal lidbi viidud pddstekaevamised kinnitasid Ojamaa eeskujul kasutatud uurimisme-
toodika sobivust ka Eesti oludes. Uhtlasi saadi kinnitust sellele, et pikka aega libikiintud kultuurki-
his voivad olla siilinud ehitiste jadnused. Salus avastatud ehituskonstruktsioonidest vairib eraldi
esiletoomist savikummiga ahjuvare, mis parineb ilmselt 12.-13. sajandist ja on Ain Lavi andmetel
teadaolevalt seni paremini sdilinud seda tiitipi muinasaegse kiittekolde leid Eestis. Salu asula pohja-
likum arheoloogiline uurimine voib pakkuda tinuviirset allikmaterjali Eesti varase asustusloo sel-
gitamiseks.

Tdnu

Tdname koiki Ubina aarde leiukoba pddistekaevamisel ja valvamisel osalenud kolleege. Meie eri-
line tdnu kuulub Kaitseliidu Tallinna Maleva liikmetele.
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