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North and northwest of Pirnu extensive marshlands are located, a part of which
are industrially exploited. One of these is the Lehu Suursoo mire, up to 8 km long
and 6 km wide area 30 km north of Pirnu. There peat is being cut on an exten-
Sive territory, whereby on several occasions old log tracks have been brought to
light by digging of drains in those peat fields.The first remains of a log pavement
Were discovered beneath a 0.6-0.7 m thick peat layer in 1971. Mati Mandel who
investigated the site in 1975 ascertained that 2-2.5 m long axe-cut laths and logs
had been used to build the N-S-oriented road, which could be observed in a
1976, 300 m long section (Mandel 1975; 1976a, 605-606).The result of radiocar-
bon dating of the timber sample taken from this road (TIn-813) was 440+60
Years. In summer 2004 Raimo Pajula from the Institute of Ecology reported of
hew discoveries of trackways in Lehu Suursoo. Investigations were carried out in
2004 and 2005 to verify the reports (Lavi 2006). The locations and directions of
the trackways were established and samples were taken for radiocarbon dating of
the sites.

RESULTS OF THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATIONS

All in all, remains of six trackways have been discovered in Lehu Suursoo.
Of these I-IV are located in the northern part of the mire,and V and VI more than
4 kilometre towards southwest (Fig. 1). Single-layered timber pavements of puny
bog pines trunks are laid crosswise to the direction of the road broadly in N-S
direction. At the skirts of the mire pine logs with a diameter of 18-20 cm, grown
On mineral soil (Fig. 2), have also been brought for paving. The logs of the pave-
Ment reveal axe cuts in several places (Fig. 3). Northern roads, marked with num-
bers II-IV, run parallel and close to each other. Road I is located separately about
300 m west of them. Traces of trackway I running in N-S§ direction could be
Observed beneath a 0.7 m thick peat layer. This road most likely dates from the
Period of the Livonian War and the battles between Poland and Sweden at the
Cginning of the 17" century.
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1 - the Lehu Suursoo mire /
Lehu Suursoo

2 - number of trackway /
sootee number

Arabic numeral marks

the fixed GPS point /
Araabia number osutab
GPS-seadmega fikseeritud
asukohta.

0 400 m- 5 N

Fig. 1. Trackways in the northern part of the Lehu Suursoo mire.
Joon. 1. Sooteed Lebu Suursoo pohjaosas.

On the site of discovery of road II remains of a timber pavement could bé
observed at two different depths. The upper logs (see tab. :II, 1) came to light in
the profiles of three ditches at a depth of 90-100 cm. The road turned slightly
towards NNW-SSE and was laid of laths and logs with a diameter of 8-18 cm and
a length of 2.8-3.1 m in a single layer. The road probably dates mainly from
the 15" century whereas logs dating much earlier, even from the 13" century;
have also been utilized. In the same place a trackway of the 13"-14" centuri€s
(tab. :1I, 2) came to light at a depth of 130-140 cm. This, unlike the upper one;
was mainly laid of poles with a diameter of 5-8 cm.

The remains of the III log pavement were located about 60 m eastwards at 2
depth of 50-60 cm. This road had also been laid of trunks with a diameter Of
7-18 cm and could be dated to the period from the 15" century to the 1% quar-
ter of the 16" century.

Trackway IV was located about 30 m east of the previous one and its remains
were discovered at a depth of only 50 cm. Proceeding from the radiocarbon analy”
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sis of the timber sample recov-
ered there (see tab.) the road
could be dated to the end of
the 13" century - the begin-
ning of the 14" century. On
the other hand, the fact that
the peat layer covering this
road was only half of the thick-
ness of the layer above road II,
Suggests a considerably later
date of this road - built in the
16-17" centuries. It is likely
that the well-preserved logs of
Some earlier road were used
for laying this one, too.

Trackways V and VI were locat-
€d 0.7-1.2 km southwest of
the northern ones. Proceeding
from the N-S direction of
foads I-IV the roads V and VI
Cannot be considered as a
Continuation of the northern
foads. These pavements appar-
Cntly belong to different track-
Ways.TrackwayV is located in a
Peat field and is covered only
With a 10-15 cm thick peat
layer; therefore some logs have
bartly come to light already.
This road runs roughly in
Nw_sg direction, with a slight
inclination in the WNW-SSE
direction. Radiocarbon analysis

Fig. 2. Trackway I. View of the log pavement discovered
in the wall of the ditch.

Joon. 2. Sootee I. Vaade kraaviseinas paljandunud palk-
sillutisele.

Trackway II. Axe marks on a log of the medieval
pavement.

Joon. 3. Sootee II. Keskaegse sillutise palgil sciilinud
kirvega téétlemise jéiljed.

Fig. 3.

of the two timber samples from this log pavement (see tab. : TIn-2887, TIn-2888)
dates the road to the 14* century. In 2006 rescue excavations of the endangered

Site will be carried out here.

TraClwvayVI runs about 400 m ESE of the previously mentioned one and at the
Moment the area is so far untouched by peat-cutting. The road running in the
=SE direction also dates from the 14" century.
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CONCLUSIONS

Preliminary investigations so far have produced a primary outlook of the track-
ways, the location, direction, depth and age have been specified. The investigation
of the construction details, extent and the spot where they had been leading to
require more extensive archaeological excavations. At the present stage of inves-
tigation we may suppose that these tracks were laid mainly in the 14"-15" cen-
turies but they could have still been used in the 16" and the 17" centuries.
Trackway I investigated by M. Mandel in 1975 was located about 1 km SE of
Annamoisa, thus joining the above-mentioned northern trackways. Most likely it
was a northern section of roads I-IV, destroyed by peat cutting.

Today trackways are known from the northern part of the Suursoo mire, but in
earlier times discoveries of the remains of trackways in the southern part of the
mire have also been reported (Karus 1977, 183). Following the direction of the
discovered trackways they seem not to have been constructed for a straighter
crossing over the mire. Quite to the contrary, the aim might have been quick
access from mineral ground to the bog where strangers could not follow easily.
In this aspect the bog island named Ammametsamigi in the middle of the mire is
noteworthy. In oral tradition it is regarded as an old refuge (Tilk 1927, 33-35;
Mandel 1976a, 606). This hummock had once been a 2-3 m high ridge with 2
diameter of about 300 m, covered with forest, in the middle of the bog (Mandel
1976b). Today it is located in the middle of an exhausted peat fields. This bog
island seems likely to have been the destination of the mentioned trackways. Most
of the ancient trackways have been presumed to be secret roads leading tO
refuges (Lavi 1998, 84).

The marshy eastern part of the Pirnu-Jaagupi parish is quite thinly populated
owing to the shortage of tillable land and the fact that in the neighbourhood of
large marshy areas more delicate crops are endangered by early night frosts
throughout all summer months (Annuk & Hirmo 1988, 194). Traces of earlief
farming cultures in this region are known from the neighbourhood of Tori and
Vindra, dating from the Roman Iron Age, and probably there are still some mor€
to be discovered around Pirnu-Jaagupi (Lougas & Selirand 1989, 271-272). The
situation formed in this district by the Late Iron Age is represented by the ston€
graves of Lehu, Moisakiila and probably also Tabria. The latter burial sites, located
near the western margin of the Suursoo mire, were excavated at the turn of the
19"-20" centuries by the Pirnu Society for Research of Antiquities. The excava-
tions of the stone grave of Lehu (the so-called Moorits’ chapel) in 1900 brought
to light cremation burials with grave goods typical of the 11"-13* centuries
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Table. Radiocarbon dates from the trackways of Lehu Suursoo.
Tabel. “C-dateeringud Lehu Suursoo palkteedest.

by
Laboratory No. Sample origin “C years BP  68,3% 95,4% GPS point
(1sigma) (2sigma)
cal AD cal AD
TIn-2896 Trackway I 347+47 1483-1525 1453-1641 9)
1555-1633
TIn-2890 Trackway II,1 420+41 1435-1489 1421-1523 4
1601-1611 1569-1627
TIn-2891 Trackway II,1 776+57 1215-1265 1067-1081 D)
1125-1137
1157-1301
1369-1383
TIn-2897 Trackway II,2 680+56 1281-1309 1255-1403 5
1311-1321
1351-1387
Tln-2894 Trackway III 407+57 1435-1519 1421-1531 10
1595-1621 1541-1637
TIn-2893 Trackway III 515+47 1333-1339 1305-1355
1399-1439 1357-1365
1387-1453
TIn-2895 Trackway IV 656+56 1289-1323  1275-1407 6
1349-1389
Tln-2888 Trackway V 626+48 1299-1327 1289-1405 1
1345-1373
1379-1395
Tln-2887 Trackway V 552441 1325-1347 1385-1435 2
1391-1425
Tln-2889 Trackway VI 617457 1299-1329 1287-1415 )
1341-1371
1379-1397

including a beard axe with a shafthole and butt extensions (Selirand 1974,
90-91), knives, nails, a fragment of a bronze pin with cross-shaped head, penan-
Nular brooches, finger-rings and spirals (Schockhoff 1901, 149-156,Tab. 1;Tallgren
1925, 44; Selirand 1974, 51). In the same year excavations also took place on the
Stone grave of Tabria, where bones from cremation and inhumation burials were
discovered (Schockhoff 1901, 150). The excavations of the stone grave of
Maisakiila (so-called Margu chapel hill) in 1897 brought to light richly furnished
Cremation burials. The finds included spearheads, penannular brooches, bracelets,
buckles and belt mountings.The discovered inhumation burials were dated to the
15"-16™ centuries on the basis of coins found with them (Sb. Pernau 1897-1898,
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15-27; Selirand 1974, 51). In view of the base of the trackways I-IV it seems that
the builders and users of the trackways discovered in Suursoo had mainly been
the inhabitants of Pédravere and Annamoisa, as well as Kergu and Kaisma located
northeast of the marsh. As for the trackways V-VI starting from the meadows of
Lehu village, these were apparently used by the inhabitants of Lehu and
Moisakiila. The aim of the log roads was to grant the inhabitants the access by
secret tracks to the refuge protected by the mire in the case of war and plunder.
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LEHU SUURSOO SOOTEED PARNUMAAL
Ain LAVI ja Maili ROIO

Pirnust pohja ja loode pool laiuvad ulatuslikud soomassiivid, millest osa on toostuslikus kasutuses.
Nende hulka kuulub ka Pirnust 30 km pohja poole jidv kuni 8 km pikkune ja 6 km laiune Lehu
Suursoo, kus ulatuslikul alal toimub turbakaevandamine. Sealsete freesturbaviljade kuivenduskraa-
Vide kaevamisel on mitmel korral, ja viimati 2004. aastal, satutud vanade palkteede jadnustele.
Leiuteadete kontrollimiseks tehti 2005. aastal Lehu Suursoos eeluuringuid, mille kdigus fikseeriti
Sooteede asukohad ja kulgemissuunad ning voeti proove milestiste dateerimiseks.

Kokku on Lehu Suursoos seni avastatud kuue sootee jadnused, millest I-IV asuvad soo pohjaosas,V
Ja VI aga iile kilomeetri edela pool (joon. 1). Uldjoontes pdhja-16unasuunalised iihekihilised puitsil-
lutised olid laotud tee kulgemissuunaga risti asetatud kidurakasvuliste soomindide tiivedest; soo
direalale oli tee-chituseks toodud ka mineraalmaal kasvanud 18-20 cm labim6oduga minnipalke
(oon. 2). Sillutise palkidel oli mitmes kohas niha kirvega raiumise jilgi (joon. 3). PGhjapoolsetest
teedest kulgesid numbritega II-1V tihistatud teed paralleelselt ja lahestikku. Eraldi jai neist u. 300 m
lidne pool paiknev I tee.

I sootee pohja-lounasuunalise palksillutise jaanused avastati 0,7 m paksuse turbakihi alt.
Tdenioliselt parineb see tee Liivi soja ja 17.sajandi algupoolel Poola - Rootsi vahel peetud voitluste
3jast. II tee leiukohal oli mirgata puitsillutise jidnuseid kahes erinevas siigavuses. Ulemised palgid
(vt.tab. :II, 1) tulid nihtavale kolme kraavi profiilis 90-100 cm siigavuses.Tee poordus kergelt poh-
jaloode-16unakagusse ja oli laotud iihekihilisena 8-18 cm libimoodu ja 2,8-3,1 m pikkusega lat-
tidest/palkidest. Niib, et milestis kuulub phiosas 15. sajandisse, kuid selle rajamiseks on édra kasu-
tatud ka varasemaid, s.0. 13. sajandist pirit palke. Samas kohas tuli 130-140 cm stigavuses nahtavale
13.-14. sajandist pirit sootee (tab. :II, 2), mis erinevalt {ilemisest teest oli pohiosas ehitatud 5-8 cm
libimooduga roigastest. I palksillutise jadnused paiknesid u. 60 m ida pool ja ilmusid nihtavale
50-60 cm stigavuses. Seegi tee oli rajatud 7-18 cm libimddduga tiivedest ning parineb ajava-
hemikust 15. sajand kuni 16. sajandi esimene veerand.IV sootee asus eelmisest u. 30 m ida pool ning
selle jaanused olid vaid 50 cm stigavuses. Siit saadud puiduproovi “C-analiis (vt. tab. : TIn-2895)
Osutas vanusemdirangule 13. sajandi 16pp kuni 14. sajand. Pidades silmas asjaolu, et IV teed katab II
teest pea poole Shem turbakiht, peaks IV tee olema hoopis hilisem ja koige toendolisemalt ehitatud
IS =117 sajandil. Voib arvata, et sellegi tee rajamisel on 4ra kasutatud mone varasema sootee histi-
sdilinud palke.V ja VI sooteed asusid pShjapoolsetest teedest 0,7-1,2 km edela sihis. Vittes arvesse
-1V tee pohja-16unasuunalist kulgemissuunda, niib, et V ja VI tee ei saa olla pohjapoolsete teede
Jitkuks. Ilmselt on nende sillutiste niol tegemist omaette sooteedega.

V sootee on jadnud freesturbaviljale ja seda katab vaid 10-15 cm paksune turbakiht; osaliselt on
teepalke tulnud juba pievavalgele. See tee kulgeb tildjoontes loodest kagusse, kerge kaldumisega
liiineloe—lﬁunakagu suunda. Palksillutisest voetud kahe puiduproovi “C-analiiiisi (vt. tab. : TIn-2887,
Tin-2888) pohjal pirineb see tee 14. sajandist. 2006. aastal kavatsetakse ohustatud muistise alal teha
Pididstekaevamisi. VI sootee kulgeb eelmisest u. 400 m idakagu pool ja see paikneb hetkel veel tur-
batootmisest puutumata alal. Loode-kagusuunaline soosild parineb samuti 14. sajandist.

Seniste eeluuringutega on sooteedest saadud esmane tilevaade, tipsustatud on nende asukohta, kul-
8Cmissuunda, stigavust ja vanust. Seni teatakse sooteid Suursoo pohjapoolsest osast, kuid on and-
Meid, et varasematel aegadel on palkteede jidnuseid tulnud pievavalgele ka soomassiivi 1ouna-
Poolsest osast. Praecguste andmete pdhjal voib arvata, et siinsed teed rajati pohiosas 14.-15. sajandil,
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kuid nad voisid olla kasutuses veel 16. ja 17. sajandilgi. Jilgides avastatud palkteetrasside suunda
ndib, et neid ei ehitatud soo otsemaks tletamiseks. Pigem vastupidi: eesmirgiks vois olla mineraal-
maalt kiire pdds sooalale, kuhu voorad nii kergesti ei saanud. Seoses sellega viairib tihelepanu keset
raba asuv Ammametsamie-nimeline soosaar, mida rahvatraditsioonis peetakse vanaks pelgupaigaks.
See koht oli keset pehmet sood kerkiv 2-3 m kdrgune ja u. 300 m libimodduga metsakasvanud sel-
jak, mis niitidisajaks on jidnud ammendatud turbaviljade keskele. Tundub usutav, et nimetatud
soosaar vois olla siinsete sooteede sihtkoht. Ka enamiku teiste uuritud sooteede puhul on oletatud,
et tegemist oli pelgupaikadesse viivate salateedega.

Pirnu-Jaagupi kihelkonna soine idaosa on tisna héreda asustusega. Selle pohjuseks on harimiskolb-
liku maa nappus ja tosiasi, et suure soo liheduse tdttu on kilmadrnad viljad ohustatud suvelopu
varastest 00ktlmadest. Varasema maaviljeluskultuuri jilgi on siinses piirkonnas rooma rauaajast
teada Tori ja Vindra kandist ja tdenioliselt on need seni avastamata Pirnu-Jaagupi iimbruses. Sellel
asustuspohjal hilisrauaajaks kujunenud seisu esindavad Lehu, Moisakiila ja voimalik, et ka Tabria
kivikalmed. Suursoo lidneserva lihedal asuvatel matmispaikadel tegi 19.-20. sajandi vahetusel kae-
vamisi Pirnu Muinsusuurimise Selts. 1900. aastal toimunud Lehu kivikalme (“Mooritsa kabel”) kae-
vamistel leiti poletusmatuseid koos 11.-13. sajandile iseloomulike hauapanustega, mille hulgas oli
11.-12. sajandisse dateeritud silma- ja kannalappide ning louaga kirves, nuge, naelu, pronksist rist-
peaga rinnanoela katke, hoburaudsolgi, sormuseid ja spiraaltorukesi. Samal aastal kaevati ka Tabrid
kivikalmet, kust leiti poletus- ja poletamata matustest parit luid. Moisakiila kivikalme (“Margt
Kabelimigi”) kaevamistel 1897. a. leiti rohkete panustega poletusmatuseid, kus leidude hulgas oli
odaotsi, hoburaudsolgi, kievorusid, pandlaid ja vodilustusi. Siinsed laibamatused parinesid nende
juures asunud muntide pohjal 15.-16. sajandist. Niib, et Suursoos avastatud sooteede rajajateks j&
kasutajateks olid eelkoige Pooravere, Lehu, Mbisakiila ning rabast kirde poole jifiva Kergu ja Kaisma
piirkondade elanikud. Palkteede rajamise eesmirgiks oli sodade ja riitistamiste korral luua elanikel€
voimalus paaseda mooda salateid soost varjatud pelgupaika.
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