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TRIAL EXCAVATIONS ON THE Il SETTLEMENT SITE OF LAOSSINA
AND SURVEY TRIPS IN SETUMAA

Mare AUN
Ajaloo Instituut (Institute of History), Riiitli 6, 10130 Tallinn, Eesti (Estonia)
mare.aun@mail.ee

TRIAL EXCAVATIONS

In 2001 the investigations of the settlement sites of the northern part of Setumaa
were resumed with trial excavations in the culturally rich area on the western
shore of the Pihkva Lake, on the II settlement site of Laossina (PSlva county,
Mikitamie parish, the village of Laossina, Sepa (Sepi) farm) (Figs. 1: 2, II; 2) where
interesting finds were discovered in the course of surveys.About 0.8-1.5 km from
the settlement site there are the barrow cemeteries of the Culture of Long
Barrows from the 2" half of the 1* millennjum (Fig. 1: 3). In the autumn of 1974
a stone axe of the Early Bronze Age (Al 4873) was found in the field of the former
Mie forester’s farm (Fig. 1: 1).The settlement sites in the Laossina village were dis-
covered in 1997 by Arvis Kiristaja who checked the information of the amateur
archaeologist Ali Kikkas about the potsherds found there (Kiristaja 1997; Kiristaja

A

Fig. 1. Archaeological monuments in the village of Laossina and its neighbourbood.
1 - findspot of the stone axe, 2 - settlement site, 3 - barrow cemetery, 4 - destroyed bar-
row cemetery, 5 - roads. I - Laossina I settlement site, II - Laossina II settlement site.

Joon. 1. Arbeoloogilised muistised Laossina kiilas ja selle Icibeduses.

1 - kivikirve leiukobt, 2 - asulakobt, 3 - kédbaskalmistu, 4 - I6hutud kddbaskalmistu,
5 - teed. I - Laossina I asulakobt, II - Laossina II asulakobt.
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Wh-w > -5+,

Fig. 2. The location map of the Laossina I and II settlement sites on the western coast of the
Pibkva Lake (by A. Kiristaja). 1 - core area of the settlement site, 2 - settlement layer;
3 - peripheral area of the settlement site, 4 - graveyard of the Laossina village, 5 - tscis-
son, 6 - roads.

Joon. 2. Laossina I ja II asulakoba asendiskeem Pibkya Jdrve lddnekaldal (koostas A. Kiristaja).
1 - asula tuumikala, 2 - asula kultuurkibt, 3 - asula ddreala, 4 - Laossina kiila kal-
mistu, 5 - tsdsson, 6 - leed.

et al. 1998, 225).The extent of the NW-SE-oriented part of the Laossina II settle-
ment site together with the border areas is 50-80 x 400 m, and the size of the
N-S-oriented part is 60-80 x 150 m.The core part of the settlement (50 x 150 m)
is located about 200 m SE of the buildings of the Sepa farm (Aun 2001a) (Fig. 2).
In 1999 the 15-20 x 100 m area NE of the core area was destroyed by the buil-
ding of the Laossina beach. In 2000 A. Kiristaja found some pottery from the end
of the Stone Age in the SE part of the damaged area (Konsa & Ots 2001, 126).
According to the discoverer (A. Kiristaja, pers. comm.) a part of this pottery (Al
6443:1) belongs to the Lubana type. According to the Latvian archaeologist Ilse
Loze, pottery of this type occurs at all the Late Neolithic sites of the Lubana Valley,
and it is found higher than the Stone Age finds and mostly together with the old-
est crucibles. On the basis of the stratigraphy of the finds, Loze dates this pottery
to the Early Bronze Age (Loze 1979, 100-106). During the survey trip in October
2000, flint fragments were recovered, besides the potsherds, from the surface of
the destroyed area (AI 6443:2).Trial excavations were organised in Laossina to
check the presence of the earlier settlement site. Two excavations were dug:
excavation I was NE-SW-oriented, with the area of 16 m?, located at the edge of
the destroyed part of the core of the settlement, near the place where the pottery
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Fig. 3. Core area of the Laossina II settlement site. 1 - excavation I, 2 - limit of the damaged
area, 3 - roads.
Joon. 3. Laossina Il asulakoba tuumikala. 1 - kaevand I, 2 - I6hutud ala Diirjoon, 3 - teed.

of the Lubana type was found (Fig. 3), and excavation II (1 m?) was dug in the NW
part of the settlement site where the coarse pottery of the Viking Age (AI 6280:1)
had been found in 1997.

CULTURAL LAYER AND CONSTRUCTION REMAINS

The cultural layer of the excavation I was 0.6 m thick on the average. It was cove-
red by a sod layer, 0.1-0.18 m thick, and in the SW part of the excavation also a
0.07-0.18 m layer of brownish-yellow sand, probably brought by wind and waves.
The thin veins of greyish sand in the layer suggest that the layer was formed grad-
ually over a long period. Three different layers of different periods could be dis-
tinguished in the cultural layer. In the upper part the 0.2-0.22 m thick layer of
darker greyish-brown sand contained finds (mostly medieval) mainly in the SW
part of the excavation. Beneath it there was a layer of dark grey sand, 0.2 m on
the average, which appeared to be the richest in finds. It also contained more
charcoal and burnt stone rubble, and some clay packings. In the lowest part of the
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Fig. 4. Laossina Il settlement site. Excavation I at the level of the bottom deposits of the cultural

layer. View from SW.

Joon. 4. Laossina Il asulakobt. I kaevand kultuurkibi alaosa tasemel. Vaade edelast.

cultural layer a 0.18-0.2 m thick deposit of lighter and quite mottled sand, con-
taining small charcoal fragments and patches of yellow sand, was discovered
beneath the dark grey sand (Fig. 4). A larger area with burning traces came to light
in the SW part of the excavation.The dark coaly sand there also contained small
fragments of cremated bones. In the excavation II ca 0.35-0.4 m of cultural layer
came to light beneath the 3-5 cm thick sod layer. The upper part of the cultural
layer was mixed by ploughing to a depth of 0.2 m,and contained only a few finds.
More numerous were the finds in the lower part of the cultural layer, which was
mixed with yellow sand.

Construction remains were represented by the traces of destroyed hearths in the
dark grey sand layer of the excavation I. The entrenchments were also few in the
investigated area (Fig. 4). In the NE part of the excavation I a flat-bottomed pit,
0.3 m deep, with a diameter of 0.5 m, extended into the original soil below the
dark grey sand layer. In the pit, the layers of coaly dark-grey sand were intermit-
tent with yellow sand layers. On the bottom of the pit a fragment of wheel pot-
tery was found (AI 6465: 299). A couple of smaller pits were also discovered in
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the SW part of the excavation I. In the NW part of the excavation II there was an
entrenchment with a diameter of 0.8 m, the greater part of which extended
beyond the limits of the excavation.The flat-bottomed entrenchment was 0.44 m
deep from the ground.The lower part of the pit was filled with grey and yellow
mottled sand and the upper part with dark grey sand.The purpose of the pits is
not clear.

In the excavation I, plough marks were discovered in a 5.5 m long area, at a depth
of 0.4-0.45 m from the ground, in the lower part of the darker brownish-grey
layer and the upper part of the dark grey layer. They were stripes of lighter
brownish-grey sand, 0.5-1.5 m long and ca 7 cm wide, running parallel to each
other.The distance between them was mostly 0.3-0.35 m, sometimes also 0.25 m
or 0.4 m.

FINDS

The recovered finds were rather unvaried, potsherds forming the majority. The
total number of potsherds from the two excavations was 557.Among other finds
there were a couple of netsinker fragments, clay packings, some flint fragments,
one of which (AI 6465: 33) may be dated to the Early Bronze Age. Besides these,
slag pieces and some fragments of iron objects were found. About ten potsherds
came from hand-moulded vessels.Their clay mass contained coarse stone rubble,
the surfaces were smoothed but still quite coarse due to the protruding rubble.
Two rim fragments (Fig. 5: 1) belong to a vessel with an upright rim, 0.9-1.0 cm
thick, slightly concave on the outside, with a curved edge. According to Aivar
Kriiska, these fragments may date from the end of the Bronze Age or from the
beginning of the Iron Age (i.e. to the 1st millennium BC) on the basis of clay com-
position, surface finishing and baking. One bottom fragment (Fig. 5: 2) might
belong to the coarse pottery of the Viking Age, judging by the surface finishing
and clay composition.The fragments of hand-moulded pottery were found in the
lower horizons of the cultural layer, from the yellowish-grey mottled sand. The
wheel pottery comes mostly from the vessels with a low rim slanted outwards.
Some of them have a curved edge with a low step on the inner side (Fig. 5:3).The
shoulder parts of the vessels are decorated with a belt of horizontal lines (Fig. 5:
6).Among the potsherds recovered from the destroyed area there were also sev-
eral fragments of vessels with analogous rims. Fragments of such vessels with a
low, outwards slanted rim and curved edge have been found in small numbers
from the cultural layers of the 11*"-13" centuries of the Pskov town (Harlashov
1994, 69, Fig. 26: 13), and from the 13*-14"-century layers of the Pskov hill-fort

178



Trial excavations on the Il settlement site of Laossina and survey frips in Setumaa

0 3cm
—_—

Fig. 5. Potsherds from the trial excavation I of the Laossina II settlement site. (AI 6465- 191 and
209 (glued together), 282, 129, 116, 62, 1 00, 203, 272, 142, 289, 30.)
Joon. 5. Savinoukilde Laossina Il asulakoba proovikaevandist .
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(Beletski 1978, 58, Fig. 3:1D.In Pskov the vessels of this type also bear decorations
of horizontal lines on their shoulders. According to the classification of the
Novgorod pottery by G. Smirnova, the vessels with the described rim belong to
the types II.B and II: I' (Smirnova 1956, Figs. 1 and 2) and they were used in
Novgorod in the 11"-14™ centuries, but they were more numerous in the upper
horizons of the cultural layer (Smirnova op. cit., 230, Fig. 7: 2). By the profile of the
upper part, these vessels resemble quite closely the pottery from Tartu, to which
R. Metsallik has found parallels among the pottery of the towns of Northwest
Russia from the 2" half of the 12* and the 13" centuries (Metsallik 1985, 58, Fig.
4:10-12).InTartu this type of pottery was found in small numbers from the exca-
vation on Kttini Street (TM 1990/A 40: 2818/2, 2950, etc.) where they were often
located on the borderline between the prehistoric and early medieval layers,
sometimes together with the vessels with a high neck and sharply turned-back
low rim, which predominantly belong to the Middle Ages (Metsallik ap.cit.
58-59, Fig. 4: 13-16; Tvauri 2000, 104-105, Fig. 8).

Only a few potsherds had the decoration of wavy lines. One of the earliest of
these bore both horizontal and wavy lines (Fig. 5: 10), and two later, medieval
ones had a single strongly impressed wavy line for decoration (Fig. 5: 5).To the
Late Iron Age (11"-13" centuries) belong all potsherds with the decoration of
dense regular horizontal lines on the shoulders, and the strongly impressed orna-
ment of sparse lines (Fig. 5: 9). One fragment of a vessel dated to the same peri-
od had a low rim, with the flat edge slightly widening, and the decoration belt of
four horizontal lines on the shoulder. Some vessels have had sparser fine hori-
zontal lines on the shoulder (Fig. 5: 8). The rim fragment of a clay vessel with a
widening edge turned outwards (Fig. 5: 11) dates from the Middle Ages.

THE SURVEY TRIPS

A thorough survey was made on the Laossina I settlement site located near the
Laossina II settlement, N, E and SE of the graveyard of Laossina, on the lands of the
Ohvitserovi (NOlvaku), Kadaka (Kadaja) and Jirve farms. The size of the settle-
ment site is ca 100 x 150 m, and its core, ca. 50 x 60 m, is located W, NW and N of
the Kadaka farm (Fig. 2). Surface finds were collected from the ploughed field -
mostly wheel pottery of the 2™ millennium (AI 6242, 6280: 2), while in the core
area the pottery of the 15*"-16" century prevailed (AI 6467).

The aim of the survey of the Setu territory in Russia was to inspect and specify
the locations of the settlement sites of the 2™ half of the 1* millennium, obtain
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new information and take photos.The investigations were partly financed by the
Setu Culture Foundation. Some new sites were discovered - the Iron Age settle-
ment sites in the villages of Suure-Kuuliska and Mitkovitsa. The settlement site of
Suure-Kuuliska is located in the middle of the village, on the southern bank of the
Suure-Kuuliska river. Some fragments of wheel pottery were recovered as surface
finds. A cemetery with a stone cross was also located in the same village.

In the village of Gorodishche (Linnaste) only one long barrow with a stone cross
of pink granite on its SE part (Fig. 6) was preserved of a large barrow cemetery.
According to the archaeologist from Pskov, L. Grushina, this is one of the few
known granite crosses in the Pskov county (Grushina, pers. comm.). Another
small greyish-pink granite cross is located in the village of Umkovitsa, at the Ilya
(Elia) tsisson (chapel) (Sergejeva 1979, 39). L. Grushina, who has investigated
more closely the stone crosses of the Izborsk region, considers the cross of the
Gorodishche village one of the earliest among the antiquities of this type
(Grushina 1988, 76). Exceptional is its location on a long barrow. The length of
the barrow in the WNW-ESE direction was ca. 10 m, the width was 5 m and the
maximum height 0.7-0.8 m.There was a ditch at its northern foot, the northern
slope was slightly higher and steeper than the southern one. The information

%

ig. 6. View of the long barrow in the Gorodishche (Linnaste) village from NW.
Joon. 6. Vaade pikk-kéicipale Gorodistse (Linnaste) kiilas loodest.
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about a barrow cemetery, destroyed by wind long ago, in the village of
Gorodishche dates from 1922 (Parmas 1922, 28) and it also contains in the letter
by L. Zouroff to the director of the Petseri Museum of that time, M.S. Vilnitsa
(Zouroff 1958, 2). L. Zouroff mentions that the pink granite cross is associated
with a cemetery later than the barrows and presumes the presence of a settle-
ment site in the Gorodishche village (ibid).This village is one of the few areas in
Setumaa where near a hillfort of the 2™ half of the 1* millennium a contempora-
neous cemetery of the Culture of Long Barrows has been located.The hillfort of
Gorodishche (Linnaste) lies about 2 km SE of the barrow.

In the middle of the Mitkovitsa village, on the bank of the wide and deep valley
of the Mitkovitsa creek separating the village and the hill-fort, between the village
lane and the valley, a settlement site with a dark grey cultural layer was discove-
red (Fig. 7). Finds (potsherds, quartz and flint flakes) were more numerous and
the soil was darker on the valley side of the settlement site. In the part closer to
the lane from the Petseri-Izborsk highway to the village of Mitkovitsa, and around
the farm buildings, the soil was lighter and contained wheel pottery of a later
period, from the 15"-16" centuries.The recovered potsherds were mostly brown
and brownish-grey, sometimes dark grey, side fragments. The brown and brown-
ish-grey potsherds were three-ply on the broken surface with a grey streak in the
middle.The clay mass contained fine sand and rubble. One of the fragments was
decorated on the outside with impressed belts of double lines (Fig. 8: 2), with a
space of 0.7 cm between the belts. Only one rim fragment was found (Fig. 8: 1).
It belonged to a vessel with a low rim with triangular cross-section sharply turned
outwards and the flat edge turned towards the shoulder. The surface was beige-
grey, dark grey on the broken
surfaces; the clay was fine-
grained, with slight admixture
of sand.

The hill-fort northeast of the
Mitkovitsa village, known by
the local people by the name of
Gorodachek, was discovered by
L. Zouroff in 1935. During the
survey trip in 2001 a small

S, J el (0.55x0.75 cm) cylindrical
View of the settlement site in the middle of the clay bead (Fig. 8: 3) was found at
Misioviisa viliage from SSE. the eastern foot of this hillfort

Joon. 7. Vaade asulakobhale Mitkovitsa kiila keskel :
[ouna-kagust. of the 2™ half of the 1* millen-

. Sehe,

JErfer
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nium. Cylindrical and ring-shaped clay beads
were quite common among the finds from the
hillforts and settlement sites of SE Estonia of the
2™ half, and especially the last quarter, of the 1%
millennium (Aun 1992, 62).

Of great interest are the surface finds from the
settlement site on the eastern and southeastern
shore of the Liibenets lake near the SE border of
Setumaa. The site was discovered by the Pskov
archaeologist L. Grushina in 1995 (Grushina,
pers. comm.). In October 2001 this rather large
settlement site was partly destroyed by the
building of summer cottages directly upon the
cultural layer. The layer was preserved only in
the garden strips between the cottages.The core
of the settlement site seems to be on the prop-
erty of the Skaborg family and their neighbours
(Fig. 9). There a dark grey layer was preserved,
containing charcoal, burnt stone rubble and
smallish granite stones, some of which were
burned. Among the recovered surface finds
there were fragments of hand-moulded and
wheel pottery, a fragment of a disc-shaped spin-
ning-whorl of clay (with a diameter of about
4.5 cm, and a diameter of the hole about 1 cmy;
Fig. 8:4),and a slag lump.The fragments of hand-
moulded pottery (Fig. 8: 5) were mostly two-ply
on the fracture, with a greyish-brown outer sur-
face and grey inner surface. The clay mass con-
tained coarse rubble, the surfaces were
smoothed but still quite rough due to the pro-

0 3cm
e

Frig. 8.

Joon. 8.

Finds from the seitlement
sites of Mitkovitsa (1-2),
Liibenets (4-7) and from
the E foot of the billfort of
Mitkovitsa (3): 1,2, 57 -
Dpotsherds, 3 - clay bead,
4 - spinningwhorl of clay.
Leide Mitkovitsa (1-2), Lii-
benetsi (4-7) asulakobalt
Ja Mitkovitsa linnuse ida-
Jalamilt (3). 1, 2, 5-7 - savi-
noukillud, 3 - savibelmes,
4 - savist véiirinakedra katke.

truding rubble.The walls were 0.65-0.9 cm thick. By their clay composition, sur-
face finishing and stage of baking, they resembled the coarse pottery of the 2™
half of the 1* millennium. Most of the surface finds were fragments of the Late
Iron Age wheel pottery, also two-ply by the fracture, some even three-ply. They
were grey, beige and greyish-brown.The two-ply vessels had a dark grey inner sur-
face.The clay mass contained fine rubble, in some cases also sand. Edge fragments
were few, one of them belonged to a vessel with an upright rim, the flat edge tilt-
ed inwards. This fragment was 0.7 cm thick. Some fragments had a sparse, less fre-
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Fig. 9.  View of the core area of the settlement site on the eastern shore of the Liibenets Lake
from E.
Joon. 9. Vaade asulakoba tuumikalale Liibenetsi jdrve idakaldal. Pildistatud idast.

quently dense, decoration of impressed lines (Fig. 8: 6, 7). The ornamented frag-
ments were 0.45-0.9 cm thick.The vessels with the high upright rim, and the flat
edge tilted inwards have been dated on the basis of the analogies from Pskov to
the 11"-13® centuries (Tvauri 2000, 98-99, Fig. 5). But from the Tartu hillfort such
vessels have been found mostly from the layers of the 11" and the beginning of
the 12" century (Trummal 1964, 47). About 100 m south of the Liibenets settle-
ment site there is a cemetery of the Culture of Long Barrows, consisting of
15 round barrows, discovered by L. Zouroff in 1937 (Zouroff 1937, 7). The
mounds are regular round barrows, with a diameter mostly 10-12 m and a height
1-1.2 m. Each barrow had a clearly discernible trench surrounding the foot of the
mound. Most of the barrows were already in 1937 damaged by fortune-hunters,
now they have been damaged further by the construction of the road leading to
the summer cottages. This is one of the most interesting groups of monuments
near the SE border of Setumaa, 10 km south of Old Izborsk. It comprises, besides
the settlement site, also seven barrow cemeteries of the 2™ half of the 1* millen-
nium, and one sopka-shaped round barrow (Fig. 10).The Liibenets cemetery,
largest by the number of barrows, lies almost in the middle of this group.To the
northeast of it lie the cemeteries of Petrovo, Kassygina I and II, and to the south
and southwest lie the Kotja-Gora and Mihhalova I cemeteries. The number of bar-
rows in these cemeteries varies from 4 to 6, but one contains only a single bar-
row. In the cemetery of Kassygina I all the six known barrows are long ones.The
Petrovo cemetery consists of 3 long and 3 round barrows. There was a presum-
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Fig. 10. Archaeological monuments around the Liibenets lake. 1 - Settlement site, 2 - barrow
cemetery, 3 - cult stone, 4 - border of Setumaa.

Joon. 10. Arbeoloogilised muistised Liibenetsi Jarve ddres ja selle ldbeduses. 1 - asulakobt, 2 - keici-
baskalmistu, 3 - obvrikivi, 4 - Setumaa piir.

able long barrow also in the Mihhalova I cemetery. Near the Mihhalova I ceme-
tery, there had also been a high sopka-shaped round barrow, with a diameter of
18 m and a height 3.8 m (Zouroff 1937, 206).

Checking the notes about the presumable barrows, we discovered that these
were monuments of the so-called Talka type, i.e. barrow-shaped sand mounds. H.
Valk had investigated one such mound in the forest of the Talka village in the
Estonian part of Setumaa in 1993 (Valk & Peets 1994, 420-423). One roughly
round barrow-shaped mound (diameter 5 m and haight 0.5 m) was excavated by
A. Aleksandrov and S. Beletski
in the village of Lezgi in 19773
but they found neither bones
nor artefacts there (Aleksand-
rov & Beletski 1978, 5). Such
sand mounds, nearly round or
oblong, which are presumably
of human origin, were also dis-
covered near the lake of
Tiglitsa (Fig. 11), along the
Perdaku-Gorodishche road, in
the village of Zahhody, and else- <y o e
where. Frequently they sur- Fig. 11. View of the barrow-shaped sand mounds on the
rounded a larger area with no southern shore of the Tiglitsa Lake from SE.

mounds (Aun 2001b, 2). The Joon. 11. Vaade kédipalaadsetele litvakubjatistele Tiglitsa
Bdrk Jérve lounakaldal kagust.
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Fig. 12. View of the presumable billfort at the NE side
of the Old-Izborsk village from S.

Joon. 12. Vaade oletatavale linnusele Vana-Irboska
kiila kirdeservas lounast.

mounds in the forest of the Zahhody village were thought to be barrows by R.
Minasjan, an archaeologist from St.Peterburg. According to him two clusters of cre-
mated bones were found from the two mounds destroyed by the construction of
the road to the Pihkva Lake (Minasjan 1982, 105-1006).

A presumable hill-fort at the NE side of Old Izborsk was photographed from the
bank of the Linnajirve basin on the side of the hill-fort of Old Izborsk (Fig. 12).
This presumable hill-fort was pointed out by the Pskov archaeologist Anatoli
Aleksandrov, who suggests it belongs to the Early Metal Age (Aleksandrov, pers.
comm.). No finds have been recovered from there to date the site but, according
to A.Aleksandrov, a cultural layer is present there.

SUMMARY

Neither of the excavations of the Laossina II settlement site revealed any earlier
cultural layer. Hand-moulded pottery (the earliest fragments belonged to the Early
Metal Age) was found only in the lowest part of the cultural layer in the excava-
tion I, which in general was rather poor in finds. But the same deposit contained
also some fragments of wheel pottery.The richest in finds was the dark grey coaly
sand layer, which contained predominantly wheel pottery of the Late Iron Age
and Early Middle Ages, and also traces of destroyed hearths.The surface finds col-
lected during the survey trip established the age of the core area of the Laossina
I settlement site (15"-16" centuries). In the part of Setumaa on the Russian side
of the frontier, Iron Age settlement sites were discovered in the villages of Suure-
Kuliska and Mitkovitsa, and surface finds were recovered from the settlement site
of the 2™ half of the 1* millennium and the beginning of the 2™ millennium on
the eastern and southeastern shores of the Liibenets Lake.
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PROOVIKAEVAMISED LAOSSINA TEISEL ASULAKOHAL JA INSPEKTSIOONID SETUMAAL
Mare AUN

PROOVIKAEVAMISED

2001. aastal jitkati Setumaa pohjaosa asulakohtade uurimist Pihkva jirve lddnekaldal, varasematel
maastikuinspektsioonidel huvitavaid leide andnud Laossina II asulakohal (joon. 1: 2, II; 2). Asulast
0,8-1,5 km kaugusel on I aastatuhande teise poole pikk-kidbaste kultuuri kidibaskalmistud (joon. 1:
3). 1974. a. stigisel leiti end. Mde metsavahi talu pollult (joon. 1: 1) vanemasse pronksiaega kuuluv
kivikirves. Asulakohad Laossina kiilas leidis 1997. aastal Arvis Kiristaja, kes kontrollis kodu-uurija Ali
Kikkase andmeid samast saadud keraamikaleidude kohta. Laossina II asulakoha loode-kagusuunalise
osa ulatus koos #drealaga on 50-80 x 400 m ning pohja-ldunasuunalise osa suurus 60-80 x 150 m,
asula tuumikala (50 x 150 m) jidb Sepa talu hoonetest u. 200 m kagu poole (joon. 2). 1999. aastal
Iohuti Laossina ranna ehitustoédega tuumikalast kirdepoolne, 15-20 x 100 m suurune ala. Lohutud
ala edelaservast leidis A. Kiristaja kiviaja 10pust pirit savinoukilde, s.h. lubana tiilipi keraamika. Lati
arheoloogi Ilse Loze andmetel esineb seda tiitipi keraamikat koigis Lubana joe oru hilisneoliitilistes
asulates, kusjuures see paikneb kiviaja leidudest enamasti korgemal ja koos vanimate tiiglitega.
Stratigraafia pohjal dateerib Loze selle keraamika vanemasse pronksiaega.

2000. aasta oktoobris toimunud inspektsioonil koguti Laossina II asula 16hutud ala pinnalt savinou-
kilde ja tulekivitiikke. Proovikaevamine voeti siin ette kahe kaevandiga selleks, et kontrollida varase-
ma asulakoha olemasolu. I kaevand (suurus 16 m? paiknes asula tuumikala 16hutud osa servas,
lubana tiitipi keraamika leiukoha lihedal (joon. 3) ja II (suurus 1 m?) asula loodeosas, kust 1997. a.
oli leitud viikingiaegset jimekeraamikat.
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KULTUURKIHT JA EHITUSJAANUSED

Kultuurkihi paksus oli I kaevandi alal keskmiselt 0,6 m. Seda kattis kamarakiht ning kaevandi ede-
lapoolses osas veel kuni 0,18 m paksune, nihtavasti tuule ja vee poolt peale kantud pruunikaskol-
lase liiva kiht. Samas kihis esinevad dhukesed hallika liiva viirud osutavad asjaolule, et selle kihi
moodustumine on toimunud jark-jirgult pikema aja jooksul. Kultuurkihis v&is eraldada kolme
erinevat ja eriaegset horisonti. Ulaosas oli u. 0,2 m paksune tumedam hallikaspruun liivakiht, kus
leide (peamiselt keskaegseid) oli rohkem kaevandi edelapoolses osas. Selle all oli keskmiselt 0,2 m
tumehalli liiva, mis oli kdige leiurohkem. Samas oli rohkem stitt, polenud kivipuru ning mdned savi-
tihendid. Kultuurkihi alaosas oli tumehalli liiva all kuni 0,2 m paksune heledam hallikaskollase liiva
kiht, milles oli viikesi s6etiikke ning kollase liiva laike (joon. 4). Suurem polemisjiinustega ala leiti
kaevandi edelaosast, kus séeseguse tumeda liiva sees oli ka polenud luutiikikesi. II kaevandis oli
kamarakihi all tumehalli kultuurkihti keskmiselt 0,4 m. Kultuurkihi iilaosa oli 0,2 m stigavuselt kiin-
niga segatud ning leiuvaene. Rohkem saadi leide kollase liiva segusest kultuurkihi alaosast.

Ehitusjiinustest leiti jilgi 16hutud leeasemetest I kaevandi tumebhallist liivakihist. Sissekaeveid oli
uuritud alal vihe (joon. 4). I kaevandi kirdeosas ulatus tumehallist liivakihist siigavamale 0, 5 m
labim66duga ja 0, 3 m siigavuselt looduslikku pinnasesse siivendatud lameda p&hjaga lohk, mille
pOhjast leiti kedrakeraamika kild. Paar viiksemat lohku oli veel sama kaevandi edelaosas. Il kaevan-
dis oli 0,8 m libim6dduga sissekaeve, kuid suurem osa sellest jii viljapoole kaevatud ala piire.
Lameda pohjaga sissekaeve ulatus maapinnast kuni 0,4 m siigavuseni. Lohkude otstarve ei ole selge.

I kaevandis avastati u. 5,5 m pikkusel alal, maapinnast u. 0,4 m stigavusel adrajiljed. Need olid
0,5-1,5 m pikkused ja keskmiselt 7 cm laiused, iiksteise suhtes paralleelsed heledama pruunikashalli
liiva viirud. Adrajilgede vaheline kaugus oli enamasti 0,3-0,35 m, mdnikord ka 0,25 m ja 0,4 m.

LEIUD

Kogutud leiuaines oli tihekiilgne ja selle enamuse moodustasid savinGukillud (kokku saadi kahest
kaevandist 557 kildu). Muude leidude hulgas oli paar savist vérguraskuse katket, savitihendeid, m&ni
tulekivitiikk. Veel leiti $lakitiikke ning paar raudeseme katket. Kiimmekond savindukildu oli Kisitsi
vormitud noudest. Savikoostises oli neil jimedat purdu, pinnad olid tasandatud, kuid tisna koredad
viljaulatuvate purrutiikikeste t3ttu. Kaks servatiikki (joon. 5: 1) pidrinevad ndust, millel on olnud
kumera direga piistjas, valispinnalt kergelt ndgus vorik paksusega 0,9-1,0 cm. Savikoostise, pin-
nat6otluse ja poletuse jirgi voiksid need killud kuuluda kas pronksiaja 16ppu voi rauaaja algusesse,
s.0. umbes aega I aastatuhat e Kr. Uhe ndu pohjatiikk (joon. 5: 2) vdiks aga nii pinnatdotiuse kui ka
savikoostise pohjal kuuluda viikingiaegse jimekeraamika hulka. Kisitsikeraamika killud on leitud
kultuurkihi alaosast, kollase-halli kirju liiva kihist. Kedrakeraamika pirineb valdavalt madala, vil-
japoole kaldu vorikuga ndudest. Neist osal on kumer, sisepinnal madala astanguga dir (joon. 5: 3).
Noude 6laosas on olnud horisontaaljoonte voondist ornament (joon. 5: 6). Ka I6hutud ala pinnalt
kogutud savinoukildude hulgas oli iisna mitmeid samasuguse vorikuga anumate katkeid. Selliseid,
madala, viljapoole kaldu vériku ja kumera ddrega ndude fragmente on leitud Pihkva linna [Tt £33
saj. ja Pihkva linnuse 13.-14. saj. ning Novgorodi 11.-14. saj. kultuurkihist. Nou {ilaosa profiililt on
neile lihedased Tartu ndud Kiiiini t. kaevandist, mis leiti sageli muinas- ja varakeskaja kihi piirilt,
monikord koos keskaega kuuluvate korge kaela ja jirsult tagasi podratud madala vorikuga savi-
noudega. Laineliste joontega ornamenti oli vaid iiksikutel kildudel. Neist tihel varasemal (11.-13.
saj.) killul olid koos horisontaal- ja lainejooned (joon. 5: 10)) ning kahel keskaegsel - iiksik tugevami-
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ni vajutatud lainejoon (joon. 5: 5). Nooremasse rauaaega kuuluvad koik Slaosas tiheda korrapirase
horisontaaljoontest ornamendi (joon. 5: 3) ja tugevamini vajutatud horedatest joontest ornamendi-
ga savindude killud (joon. 5: 9). Uhel samasse aega kuuluval savindu iilaosa fragmendil (joon. 5: 7)
oli madal lameda, veidi laieneva direga vorik ja dlaosas nelja horisontaaljoone voondist ornament.
Monel néul on olnud dlaosas horedamad peened horisontaaljooned (joon. 5: 8). Keskajast pirineb
aga viljapoole podratud laia ddreliistuga savinou servatiikk (joon. 5: 11).

INSPEKTSIOONID

Pohjalikumalt inspekteeriti Laossina I (joon. 1: I; 2) asulakohta, mis jddb Laossina kalmistust pdhja,
ida ja kagu poole Ohvitserovi (Nolvaku), Kadaka (Kadaja) ja Jirve talu maadele.Asulakoha suurus on
u. 100 x 150 m ja selle u. 50 x 60 m tuumikala paikneb Kadaka talu hoonetest liine, loode ja pShja
poole (joon. 2). Pinnaleidudena korjati peamiselt II aastatuhande kedrakeraamikat, tuumikalalt aga
rohkem 15.-16. sajandi keraamikat.

Setumaa Vene poolele jidva ala inspekteerimise eesmirk oli lile vaadata ja tipsustada I aastatuhande
teise poole muististe asukohti, koguda uusi andmeid ja jiddvustada nihtu fotodele. Inspekteerimisel
avastati raua-aja asulakohad Suure-Kuuliska ja Mitkovitsa kiilas. Suure-Kuuliska asulakoht paikneb
kiila keskel, kiillaga samanimelise joe lounakaldal. Pinnaleidudena saadi sealt moned kedrake-
raamikakillud. Samas kiilas oli ka kiviristiga kalmistu.

Gorodistse (Linnaste) kiilas oli suuremast kiibaskalmistust alles vaid tiks pikk-kiibas, mille kagu-
osas oli roosast graniidist kivirist (joon. 6). Pihkva arheoloogi Ljubov Gru$ina andmeil on see iiks
vihestest teadaolevatest graniidist kiviristidest Petserimaal. Teine hallikasroosast graniidist viike
kivirist on veel Umkovitsa kiilas Ilja (Elia) tsdssoni juures. Erandlik on GorodistSe kiila kiviristi
paiknemine pikk-kddpal, mille pikkus liine-loode-ida-kagu suunas oli u. 10 m, laius 5 m ning suurim
korgus 0,7-0,8 m. GorodiStSe kiila on iiks viheseid piirkondi Setumaal, kus I aastatuhande teise
poole linnuse liheduses on olnud linnusega samaaegne pikk-kddbaste kultuuri kalmistu. GorodiStSe
(Linnaste) linnamagi jiaib kddpast kuni 2 km kagu poole.

Mitkovitsa kiila stidames, linnust ja kiila lahutava laia stigava Mitkovitsa oja oru pervel, kiilatee ja oru
vaheliselt alalt leiti mustjashalli kultuurkihiga asulakoht (joon. 7). Leide (savindukillud, kvartsi- ja
tulekivitiikk) oli rohkem ning pinnas oli tumedam asula orupoolsel alal. Petseri-Irboska maanteelt
Mitkovitsa kiilla suunduvale kiilateele lihemal ning taluhoonete juures oli pinnas heledam, sealt leiti
hilisemat, 15.-16. sajandi kedrakeraamikat. Pruunid ja pruunikashallid, peent purdu ja liiva sisal-
davad savindukillud olid murdekohal kolmekihilised Uhel killul oli vilispinnal tugevamini vajutatud
kaksikjoonte voonditest ornament (joon. 8: 2). Servatiikke leiti vaid tiks (joon. 8: 1). See pirines pro-
fiilis kolmnurka meenutava jirsult viljapoole podratud madala voriku ja lameda, 6la poole suunatud
ddrega noust. Nou pind oli beezikashall, murdekohal tumedam hall, ja vormitud peeneteralisest vih-
ese liiva lisandiga savist.

Mitkovitsa kiilast kirde pool asuva linnuse, mis on rahvasuus tuntud “GorodatSeki” nime all, leidis
1935. aastal L. Zouroff. 2001. a. inspektsiooni ajal leiti selle, I aastatuhande teise poolde kuuluva lin-
nuse idajalami lihedusest viike savihelmes (joon. 8:3), mis on iisna tavaline leid I aastatuhande teise

poole, eriti I aastatuhande viimase veerandi linnuste ja asulate materjalis Kagu-Eestis.

Suurt huvi pakuvad Setumaa kagupiiri liheduses, Liibenetsi jirve ida- ja kagukaldal paiknevalt asu-
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lakohalt saadud pinnaleiud. Selle asulakoha leidis 1995. aastal Pihkva arheoloog L. Gru§ina. 2001.
aasta oktoobris oli see, lisna suur asula osaliselt 16hutud suvilate plstitamisega. Kultuurkihti oli sii-
linud vaid aiamaalappidel.Asula tuumik paistab olevat Skaborgide pere ja nende naabri suvilakrundil
(joon. 9). Seal oli siilinud tumehall, siitt, polenud kivipuru ja viiksemaid raudkive sisaldav kiht.
Pinnaleidudena koguti nii kisitsi kui ka kedral vormitud savindude kilde, leiti ka iiks savist kettaku-
julise virtnakedra katke (joon. 8: 4) ning Slakitiikk. Kisitsikeraamika killud (joon. 8:5) olid mur-
dekohal enamasti kahekihilised, nende vilispind on hallikaspruun ning sisepind hall. Nii savikoos-
tiselt kui pinnatdotluselt ja pdletusastmelt olid need killud sarnased I aastatuhande teise poole
jimekeraamikale. Enamik kogutud pinnaleidudest périnesid hilisrauaaegsetest, kedral tehtud nou-
dest, murdekohal olid need samuti valdavalt kahekihilised, moni ka kolmekihiline. Virvuselt olid nad
hallid, beezid ja hallikaspruunid, kahekihilistel savindukildudel oli sisepind tumehall. Savikoostises
oli peenemat purdu, monel ka liiva. Servatiikke oli vihe, neist iiks parines 3,5 cm korge piistja
vorikuga ndust, mille lame #ireliist oli sissepoole kaldu. Seina paksus oli sellel killul 0,7 cm. Osal kil-
dudel oli hore, harvem tihe, tugevamini vajutatud joonornament (joon. 8:6, 7). Seina paksus oli orna-
mendiga kildudel 0,45-0,9 cm. Sissepoole kaldu #ireliistu ning korge piistja vorikuga ndud on
Pihkva analoogide pdhjal dateeritud 11.-13. sajandisse. Tartu linnuselt on seda tiiiipi ndusid leitud
aga peamiselt 11. sajandi ja 12. sajandi alguse kihist. Liibenetsi asulakohast sadakond meetrit I5una
pool on 15 uimarkaipaga pikk-kiibaste kultuuri kalmistu, mille 1937. a. leidis L. Zouroff. Kidpad on
korralikud timarkiipad, mille libim33t on enamasti 10-12 m ning korgus 1-1,2 m, kdigi jalamil oli
jalgitav ka kuhjatist imbritsev kraav. Enamik kiibastest oli juba 1937. a. I6hutud varanduseotsijate
poolt, praegu on neid rikutud veel suvilate juurde suunduvate teede rajamisega. Samas on tegemist
tthe huvitavama muististeriihmaga Setumaa kagupiiri liheduses, Vana-Irboskast u. 10 km 1duna pool.
Sellesse rithma kuulub peale asulakoha veel seitse I aastatuhande teise poole kidbaskalmistut ning
tiks sopkakujuline timarkiibas (joon. 10). Kiibaste arvult suurim, Liibenetsi kalmistu asub peaaegu
selle riihma keskel, temast kirde poole jiivad Petrovo, Kassogina I ja II ning I6una ja edela poole
Kotja-Gora ning Mihhalova I kiibaskalmistu. Kiibaste arv on nendes 4-6, iihes ka ainult iks.
Kassogina I kalmistus on koik teadaolevad kuus kiibast pikad, Petrovo kalmistus kolm pikk- ja kolm
tmarkidbast, liks arvatav pikk-kidibas on olnud veel Mihhalova I kalmistus. Mihhalova I
kizdbaskalmistu liheduses on olnud ka iiks korge sopkakujuline timarkiibas, mille Iibim&dt oli 18 m
ja korgus - 3,8 m.

Kontrollides teateid arvatavate kiibaste kohta, selgus, et tegemist oli nn.Talka tiiiipi muistisega, s.o.
kidpalaadsete liivakuhjatistega, mida 1993. aastal uuris H.Valk Setumaa Eesti poolses osas Talka kiila
metsas. Uhte ebakorrapiraselt tummargust kiddpakujulist kuhjatist (Iibim. 5 m ja korgus 0,5 m)
kaevasid A. Aleksandrov ja S. Beletski 1977. aastal Lezgi kiilas, luid ja leide sealt ei saadud. Arvatavalt
inimtekkelisi, ebakorrapiraselt {immargusi voi piklikke liivakuhjatisi, leiti peale Lezgi kiila veel
Tiglitsa jirve ddrest (joon. 11), Perdaku-Gorodiitse tee airest, Zahhod®d kiilast jm. Sageli piirasid need
suuremat ala, kus kuhjatisi ei olnud. Zahhod6 kiila metsas paiknevaid liivakuhjatisi on kiibasteks
pidanud Sankt-Peterburi arheoloog R. Minasjan, kelle andmeil leiti Pihkva jirve dirde viiva teega
I16hutud kahest kuhjatisest kaks siitest puhastatud poletatud luude kogumit.

Vana-Irboska linnuse poolselt Linnajirve ndo kaldalt pildistati {ihte arvatavat linnust ndo teisel
kaldal Vana-Irboska kirdeservas (joon. 12). Sellele oletatavale linnusele juhtis meie tihelepanu Pihkva
arheoloog Anatoli Aleksandrov, kelle arvates on tegemist varase metalliaja muistisega. Dateerivaid
leide sealt saadud ei ole, kuid kultuurkiht pidi seal A. Aleksandrovi teatel siiski olema.
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