ARHEOLOOGILISED
VALITGGD
EESTIS

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
FIELD WORKS
IN ESTONIA

2000

Koostanud ja toimetanud

Ulle Tamla

Muinsuskaitseinspekisioon
Tallinn 2001




© 2000 Muinsuskaitseinspektsioon
Uus 18, Tallinn 10111, Eesti
National Heritage Board
Uus 18, Tallinn 10111, Estonia

Esikaas: hobetatud naast Viljandi Pihklimielt
Cover: plaque decorated with silver from Pihklimigi in Viljandi

Tagakaas: kuljus Viljandi Pihklimielt
Back cover: bell from Pihklimigi in Viljandi

Toimetuskolleegium:

Ants Kraut

Valter Lang
Anneli Randla
Jaan Tamm
Toomas Tamla
Ulle Tamla

Heiki Valk

Uus 18, Tallinn 10111, Eesti
e-mail: info@muinas.ee

Kujundus ja makett:
Jaana Kool

ISSN  1406-3972

Triikitud AS Pakett triikikojas
Laki 17, Tallinn



ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS IN THE OLD TOWN OF
VILJANDI, AT 4 PIKK STREET

Andres TVAURI
Tartu Ulikool (University of Tartw), Lossi 3, Tartu 50090, Eesti (Estonia)
tvauri@ut.ee

The yard of 4 Pikk Street (the house of the Ingrian-Finnish Society of the Viljandi
district) is situated on the western edge of the Old Town of Viljandi, adjacent to
the town wall and the moat. It is one of the most thoroughly investigated areas in
Viljandi (Fig. 1).The rescue excavations at the site of a heating pipeline along the
southern edge of the yard in 1991, directed by Heiki Valk, already showed that a
potter’s workshop had existed in that area in the 13* century (Valk 1993, 222).1In
1998, two small trial excavations were made in the yard of 4 Pikk Street, and the
remains of a potter’s kiln were thoroughly investigated (Tvauri 1998; 1999). On
the basis of the potsherds found from the kiln and its surroundings, it is likely that
the potter(s) who worked there had come from Pskov (Tvauri 2000).

In 2000, archaeological excavations were carried out on the northern side of the
house of the Ingrian-Finnish Society, between the house and the sauna north of
it. In connection with a planned water pipeline, approximately 7.5 m? were inves-
tigated archaeologically.

In the excavated area, a pit for the firing chamber of one more potter’s kiln was
found (Fig. 2).The pit was 1.6 metres wide from north to south. The walls of the
pit, formed from the natural sandy loam, had become stiff, and their colour had
turned reddish - both changes having been caused by burning. In the western
profile of the excavation, north of the pit, a layer of unmixed sandy loam was
traced above brown soil. This seems to have been excavated from the pit
described above. From the fill of the pit (see Fig. 2: 3), potsherds very similar to
those from the kiln excavated in 1998 were found. Fragments of burnt clay and
charcoal, sandy loam, very fine fragments of lime mortar, and animal bones were
also gathered from the pit. In addition there were some irregularly lying granite
stones, crumbly from burning, as well as fragments of bricks and roof tiles of
monk-nun type. Since the shape of the pit, its fill and burnt walls are very similar
to those of the firing chamber excavated in 1998, it is likely that the kiln found in
2000 dates to the same period, most likely between 1224 and 1300.

Especially noteworthy are the plough marks on the upper part of the virgin sandy

loam, just below the layer of brown plough zone, should be pointed out (Fig. 3).
These marks are oriented more or less N-S and E-W. The marks with the same
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Fig. 1. Archaeological investigations in Viljandi, Pikk Street 4 area in 1998-2000. 1 - excavd-
tion plot of 2000; 2, 3, 4 - excavation plots of 1998; 5, 6 - excavation plots of 1999,
7 - moat.

Joon. 1. Arbeoloogilised uuringud Pikk tinav 4 piirkonnas aastatel 1998-2000. 1 - 2000. aastal
ldbikaevatud ala; 2, 3, 4 - 1998. aasta kaevandid; 5, 6 - 1999. aasta kaevandid, 7 - val-
likraav.
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Fig. 2. Section of the western wall of the excavation of 2000. 1 - virgin sandy loam, 2 - brown
soil, 3 - firing-chamber of potter’s kiln, containing black sooty soil and Jfragments of
burnt clay, bricks and granite stones, 4 - dark brown soil, 5 - mixed soil, 6 - gravel,
7 - granite stone pavement.

Joon. 2. Loik 2000. aasta kaevandi lddneprofiilist. 1 - looduslik puutumata saviliiv, 2 - hele-
pruun alusmuld, 3 - potisepaahju poletuskambri siivend, téidetud musta nogise mulla
ning polenud savi, telliste ja raudkividega, 4 - tumepruun muld, 5 - segatud pinnas,
6 - kruus, 7 - munakivisillutis.

PLOUGH MARKS /
ADRAJALJED

=S RIie
SISSEKAEVE

[T ] - GRANITE STONE/
MAAKIVI
BRICK /
TELLS |
L] - SANDY LOAM/
e S N e SAVILIV

Fig. 3. Plough marks on the virgin soil in exavation plot of Viljandli, Pikk Street 4 in 2000.
Joon. 3. Viljandi, Pikk t. 4 kaevand. Adrajdiljed puutumatul aluspinnasel.

105



Andres Tvauri

orientation had different spacings, sometimes intersecting or overlapping.The dif-
ferent spacings of the plough marks in the same direction probably resulted from
multiple ploughings over some period of time.The marks parallel to each other,
which seemed to originate from the same ploughing, had a spacing of 20-30 cm.
The marks were very shallow, only 1-3 cm deep from the upper surface of the
sandy loam.The profiles of the plough marks were mostly triangular, with uneven
sides.

From the yard of 4 Pikk Street, plough marks extending into the undisturbed soil
were already found in 1998, from one test pit (see: Tvauri 1998, Fig. 4), approxi-
mately 10 metres northeast from the present excavation. Then the present author
was not sure of their origin yet. The plough marks found in 1998, had been
formed by ploughing in two intersecting directions and their orientations were
the same as those of the marks described in this article. As the plough marks
found from the yard of 4 Pikk Street lie beneath the 13" century cultural layer,
they are probably from the pre-Christian period.
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ARHEOLOOGILISED UURINGUD VILJANDI VANALINNAS PIKK TANAV 4 KRUNDIL
Andres TVAURI

Keskaegse linna lddneserval, vastu linnamiiiiri ja vallikraavi paiknev Pikk tinav 4 krunt on iiks
paremini arheoloogiliselt libjuuritud piirkondi Viljandis (joon. 1). 1991. aastal toimunud piistekae-
vamistel krundi I6unaservas selgus, et selles piirkonnas tegutses 13. sajandil pottsepatodkoda. 1998.
aastal rajati samale krundile kaks proovikaevandit ning kaevati vilja pottsepaahju jiinused. Ahjust
ja selle imbrusest leitud savindukildude pohjal v6ib oletada, et siin tegutses Pihkvast pirit pottsepp-
meister vOi meistrid.

2000. aastal toimusid Pikk 4 krundil arheoloogilised kaevamised pievakeskus “Inkeri” hoone poh-
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jakiiljel. Seoses veetoru paigaldamisega pievakeskuse ja sauna vahelisele alale uuriti libi u. 7,5 m?
suurune kaevand (joon.1: 1).

Kaevandist avastati pottsepaahju maasse kaevatud pdletuskambri siivend (joon. 2), mis oli pohja-
16una suunas 1,6 m lai. Saviliiva kaevatud lohu seinad olid kévaks pélenud ning kuumuses punakaks
varvunud. Kaevandi lidneprofiilis, ahjusiivendi pdhjakiiljel oli pruuni alusmulla peal niha kuni 10
cm paksune loodusliku saviliiva kiht (vt. joon. 2,kiht 2).Arvatavalt on see siivendi kaevamisel august
vilja kaevatud saviliiv. Lohu tditest (vt.joon. 2, kiht 3) saadi savindukilde, mis on sarnased 1998 aastal
labiuuritud ahjust kogutud keraamikaga. Lohk sisaldas ka pélenud savi- ja séetiikikesi, saviliiva, peent
lubimérdipuru ning loomaluid. Lisaks oli siin pudedaks pOlenud maakive, tellisetiikke ning munk-
nunn-titipi katusekivide kilde. Kuna 2000. aastal avastatud poletuskambri maasse siivendatud lohu
kuju, selle polenud seinad ja tiidis on sarnane 1998. aastal uuritud pottsepaahjuga, vGib arvata, et
molemad parinevad samast, kdige toendolisemalt 1224, ja 1300. aasta vahelisest ajast.

Eraldi viirivad mirkimist loodusliku saviliivakihi {ilaosas, helepruuni péllumullakihi all avastatud
enam-vihem pGhiilmakaarte suunalised adrajiljed (joon. 3). Samasuunalised adrajiljed olid teinetei-
sest erineval kaugusel ning kohati liksid jiljed iiksteise sisse ja peale. Kuna adrajiljed olid tde-
nioliselt tekkinud pikema aja jooksul, oli nende omavaheline kaugus erinev. Need adrajiljed, mis
olid paralleelselt iiksteise korval ja arvatavalt ithe kiinni aegsed, paiknesid teineteisest 20-30 cm
kaugusel. Jiljed olid madalad, saviliivakihi pinnast méodetuna vaid 1-3 cm siigavused. Adrajilgede
profiil oli enamasti ebakorrapirase kolmnurga kujuga.

Pikk tinav 4 krundilt leiti adrajilgi looduslikult aluspinnaselt juba iihest 1998. aastal rajatud proo-
viSurfist, mis paiknes 2000. aastal avastatud adrajilgedest u. 10 m kirde pool. Tookord ei julgenud
kiesoleva artikli autor neid kindlateks adrajilgedeks veel pidada. 1998. aastal avastatud adrajiljed
olid tekkinud samuti ristkiinniga ning olid samasuunalised 2000. aastal leitud jalgedega. Kuna Pikk
tinav 4 krundil leitud adrajiljed paiknevad 13. sajandil pirast saksa vallutust tekkinud kultuurkihi
all, pirinevad need tGenioliselc muinasajast.
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